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DR. MOMERIE: By the Rey. H. R. Haweis 


ODE TO CHRISTMAS 
TRIUMPHANT BRIDGE 


GOODWILL TOWARD MEN: A SURVEY 
A GAME FOR GROWN-UPS: By Anthony C. Deane 
COMING RAILWAY DIVIDENDS 











WALSINGHAM » HOTEL 
And RESTAURANT, 


PICCADILuy. 


OVERLOOKING THE GREEN PARK, 


LONDON, S.W. 





Telegraphic Address: “ SOIGNE, LONDON.” Telephone: 3522 Gerard. 








SLATERS 


CONSULTATIONS 
FREE. 


DETECTIVES. 
I BASINGHALL S? EC 

















THE PATENT 


SELF-CLOSING BRACELETS 


(SAUNDERS & SHEPHERD'S), 


Made in Plain Never slip. 
Gold, also with Delightfully 


Gem or Watch 


fortable. Will 
centre. 


fit any wrist. 
A Charming Christmas Present. Of all Leading Jewellers. 


CAUTION. —Pleas= see that you get the Original, SaunpErs & Suepnern’s being 
enly ones with [TRELLIS EYEN ‘‘ SELF-CLOSING” ACTION, ensuring 








Greatest comfort. Patent rights rigidly provected. 
Wholesale only. Saunpers & Suernerp, Limitep, Lonpon. 


Scotr ADIE, 


THE ROYAL SCOTCH WAREHOUSE, 


15-115, REGENT STREET, % «xis 
LONDON, W. < QO SR. Be 






Stalking Capes 
Shooting Coats 
Travelling Ulisters 
Norfolk Suits 
Fishing Suits 
Hand-knit Stockings ee . 
THE STRATHVAICH CAPE 


Shetland Wool . 
has a great advantage over the ordinary 


Cardigans shooting cape with straps, having under- 
neath a vest or sleeveless jacket, thereby 
allowing the cape to be thrown back 

Railway Carriage leaving the arms perfectly free, and the 
Rugs & Shawls chest quite protected in cold and rainy 
weather. Waterproofed. 


SCOTT ADIE, ais"v2t® 115 REGENT STREET, LONDON, W. 


= - — - 








PREVENT FRAUD 


of CHEAP GERMAN air-tubes fitted to genuine outer 
covers of 





DUNIOP TYRES “ 


by examining Trade Mark of air-tube. 
Doubtful tyres reported on at any of our depots, 
No charge. 
The most expensive rubber made is employed in 
GENUINE Dunlop air-tubes. 











Alma Street, Coventry ; 14 Regent Street, S.W. ; 160 to 166 Clerkenwell Road, E.C. 








THREE CHEERS FOR THE 


RED 
WHITE 
correc. * BLUE 


DELICIOUS FOR BREAKFAST AND AFTER DINNER. 
In making, use rather Jess quantity, it being so much stronger than 
ordinary Coffee. 
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AFRICAN BANKING 


CORPORATION, 
Limited. 


Heap OFFice: 
43 to 46 THREADNEEDLE STREET, E.C 


Business Hours, 10-4. Saturdays, 10-1. 


—_-~ 


Registered Capital 
Subscribed Capital 


£2,000,000 
£800,000 


Boarp oF Drrectors.—Edward Webb, Esq., Chair- 
man; James Dalison Alexander, Esq. (of Messrs. Alex- 
ander, Fletcher & Co.); Augustus Durant, Esq. (of 
Messrs. A. Durant & Co.); Major S. Wynne Finch 
(Director of the Rhodesia Gold Fields, Limited); Sir 
Francis Knollys, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., Director of the 
Great Eastern Railway Company; Robert Littlejchn, 
Esq., late of Cape Town; Thomas Rudd, Esq., Director 
of the Consolidated Gold Fields of South Africa, Limited ; 
William James Thompson, Esq., J.P., Chairman of the 
National Discount Company, Limited. 

Bankers.—The London Joint Stock Bank, Limited ; 
Commercial Bank of Scotland, Limited ; Prescott, Dims- 
dale, Cave, Tugwell & Co., Limited; Parr’'s Bank, 
Limited (Sir Samuel Scott, Bart., & Co.'s Branch). 


BrancuHes 1n Soutn Arrica.—Cape Town, Bloem- 
fontein, Bulawayo, Durban, East London, Francis Town 
(Tati), Germiston, Graaff-Reinet, Grahamstown, Johannes- 
burg, Kimberley, King William’s Town, Malmesbury, 
Manzinyama (Gwanda District, Rhodesia), Matjesfontein, 
Molteno, Montagu, Mossel Bay, Oudtshoorn, Paar], Port 
Elizabeth, Pretoria, Queenstown, Salisbury, Umtata, 
Worcester, Wynberg. 

AcENcy 1n America (New York). 

CurrENT Accounts are opsned, Cheque Books issued, 
and all descriptions of Banking Business connected with 
South Africa conducted on the usual terms. 


Fixed Deposits received at rates which can be ascer- 
tained on application. . 


G. W. THOMSON, Chie/ Manager. 


HOULDER BROTHERS & CO0., Limited. 


FOR AUSTRALIA, RIVER PLATE, SOUTH AND EAST AFRICA, 
HOULDER LINE OF STEAMERS, 


Tons. 
Horney GRANGE .. 3,750 
OviInGDEAN GRANGE 3,500 
Urmston GRANGE .. 5,400 
LanGTON GRANGE .. 9,200 
Drayton GRANGE 
(building).. t.s. 10,coo | SourHERN Cross .. 7,300 
ELsTREE GRANGE .. 6,000 | MALTESE Cross + 2,206 
These splendid full-powered Steamships, employed in 
the above trades, have excellent accommodation for passen- 
= All the latest improvements, including smoking room, 
ths (h. & c.), piano, refrigerated provision chamber, elec- 
tric light, &c. Dining saloons and state rooms amidships. 
For Passage, Freight, or Insurance, apply at the Offices 
of the Company, 


146 LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON, E.C. 
14 Water Street, Liverpool ; 30 Gordon Street, Glas- 
gow; 337 Cuyo, Buenos Ayres; 446 Calle San Martin, 





Tons. 
Royston GRANGE .. 6,400 
Bracon GRANGE .. 6,400 
RipPpINGHAM GRANGE 9,200 
Oswestry GRANGE 


(building).. t.s. 10,000 


BANK OF AUSTRALASIA, 


(Incorporated by Royal Charter, 1835.) 
4 THREADNEEDLE STREET, LONDON, 


Paid-up Capital ..... eecee 
Reserve Fund 
Reserve Liability of Proprietors under 
the Charter....... Sodsipnen os eeseee $1,600,000 
Letters of Credit and Drafts issued on any of the nume- | 


rous Branches of the Bank throughout Australia and New 
Zealand. 


Bills negotiated or sent for collection. 
Telegraphic Transfers made. 
Deposits received in London at interest for fixed periods 


on terms which may be ascertained 
on application, 


R. W. JEANS, J/anager. 





CIVIL SERVICE BANK, 


LIMITED, 
FARADAY HOUSE, 
10 CHARING CROSS ROAD. W.C. 
Telephone No. 1946 Gerrard. 


Directors. 


E. J. Gouly, Esq. 
J. T. Southgate, Esq. 


{ 
. A, Edmond, Esq. 
. T. Smith, Esq. 


Current Accounts may be opened at any time by paying 
in a small sum. No charge made for keeping accounts 
with a minimum balance of £10. Interest allowed on 
balances of £25 and upwards. Facilities offered to cus- 
tomers residing at a distance. 

Aincunts of £5 and upwards received on Deposit 
Accounts and Interest allowed as follows :— 

Withdrawable at Three Months’ notice, 3 per cent. 
One Month's am 2 
For full particulars apply to 


H. S. COOPER, Manager. 
Bank Hours :—10 to 5.30; Saturdays, 10 to 2. 


RHODESIA RAILWAYS, LTD. 


Extension of Cape Government System. 


SOUTHERN ROUTE TO RHODESIA 


Via Capetown, Kimberley, Vryburg, Mafeking, 
Palapye, Francistown, and Bulawayo. 


Trains with Saloon Accommodation leave Capetown 
daily at 9 p.m. for Bulawayo, and Bulawayo at 7 p.m. for 
Capetown. Fares: Capetown to Bulawayo, 1st Class, 
£18 8s. 11d. ; and Class, £12 ss. 11d. ; 3rd Class, £5 13s. sd. 
Average Time: London to Capetown by Royal Mail 
Steamer (5,951 miles), 17 days. Capetown to Bulawayo by 
Railway (1,360 miles), 34 days. The Coach and Transport 
Services are being rapidly extended and improved between 
stations on the Company's line and neighbouring towns and 
districts in Bechuanaland, Matabeleland, and Mashonaland. 


Further particulars may be obtained on application at 


” ” 





BANK OF MONTREAL 


Established in 1817. 


Capital Paid-up, £2,465,753.- Reserve F 
£1,438,357- Undivided Profits, £104,811, 


Head Office and Board of Directors ;— 
MONTREAL. 


General Manager— 
E. S. CLOUSTON, Esq., Montreal, 


LONDON OFFIOE— 
22 ABCHURCH LANE, E.C, 


COMMITTEE: 
Right Hon. LORD STRATHCONA AND 
MOUNT ROYAL, G.C.M.G, 
THOMAS SKINNER, Esq. 


Undertake monetary business with all parts cf 
Canada, Newfoundland, and the United States, 
and issue Sterling and Currency Drafts and Cable 
Transfers, 


Financial Agents of the Government of the 
Dominion of Canada. 
ALEXANDER LANG, Manager, 


THE BANK OF AFRICA, 


Limited. 


Established 1879. 


Incorporated under the Companies Acts, 1862 to 18)7, 
Subscribed Capital—£ 2,250,000, in 120,000 Shares of £:8 
tss. each. Paid up, £750,000. Reserve Fund, £463,000. 
Head Office: 113 ae Street, London, E.C. 

Brancues.—Cape Colony: Aliwal North, om Town, 
Cradock, Kast London, Grahamstown, Kimberley, King 
William's Town, Mossel Bay, Oudtshoorn, Paarl, P 
Elizabeth, Queenstown. Natal: Durban, Pietermaritzburg. 
Rhodesia: Bulawayo, Gwelo, Salisbury, Umtali, Trans- 
vaal : Barberton, Johannesburg, Pretoria, Vrijheid. Orange 
River Colony: Bethlehem, Bloemfontein, Fauresmith, 
Ficksburg, Harrismith, Jagersfontein, Kroonstad, Lady- 
brand, Philippolis, Winburg. East Africa: Beira, Lou 

Flemin 


renco Marques. 4 

Boarp oF Drrectors.—V’. Blaine, Esq., 
Chairman; Robert W. Chamney, Esq. ; Owen R. Dune 
Esq.; A. A. Fraser, Esq.; Rochfort Maguire, Esq. 
John Young, Esq. 

General Manager (Resident at Cape Town), James 
Simpson. Secretary, R. G. Davis. 

Letters of Credit ‘and Drafts issued. Bills purchased 
and Collected, and all other Banking business transacted 
with South Africa. 

Deposits received for one year to five years at terms 
ascertainable on application. 











THE MOST NUTRITIOUS. 


EPPS’S 


GRATEFUL—COMFORTING. 


COCOA 








Rosario; Gran Dock, Ensenada, La Plata ; 63 Pitt Street, the Company's Offices: 15 St. Swithin’s Lane, London, 


Sydney, N.S.W. F. JONES, Secretary. BREAKFAST— SUPPER 


Dotels 
AT BOURNEMOUTH HYDRO.—Sunny site overlooking 


Sea. Every form of Bath. Massage. 
BEMBRIDGE, Isle of Wight.—ROYAL SPITHEAD 


I Grounds adjoin the sea. Head-quarters of Royal Isle of Wight Golf 
Club. Sailing Club. Inclusive terms, if desired. Sanitary certificate. ‘ 
Captain HAWKES, Proprietor. 


BRIGHTON GRAND HOTEL.—Centre of splendid sea 


front; electric light throughout. Lift to all floors. Sea water swimming bath. 
Inclusive terms (if desired) from 12s. daily or 34 guineas weekly. For further pat 
ticulars apply to MANAGER. 


BRIGHTON.—QUEEN’S HOTEL, facing sea, central 


position, First-class moderate tariff. Electric light. Bath rooms. Excellent 
cuisine. Best wines. Trunk Telephone (N 124). : 
S. S. TITT, Proprietor. 


EXMOUTH, IMPERIAL HOTEL,—Unrivalled for Winter 
Residence. In private gardens facing the sea. Beautiful views. Lovely climate. 

Excellent cuisine. Good stabling. Perfect sanitation. East Devon Fox H 
Fishing, Yachting, Tennis, Golf, &c. Under the management of the proprietor, 
H. AYWARD. 





RAND MINES, LIMITED. 


FIVE PER CENT. DEBENTURES. 


The interest due on the zst January, roor, will be paid against presentation of 
Coupon No. 8: 

In LONDON.—At the Offices of the Company, 120 Bishopsgate Street 
Within, E.C. 
In CAPE TOWN.—At 9 Courtis Chambers, St. George's Street. 

Coupons to be left Four Clear Days for examination, and to be presented any day 
(Saturdays excepted) after Wednesday, the 26th December, 1900, between the hours of 
Eleven and Two. 

Listing Forms may be had on application. 

By Order, 
ANDREW MOIR, London Secretary. 





120 Bishopsgate Street Within, E.C. 
15th December, 1900, 








EMIGRATION TO CANADA. 


Canada offers great advantages to settlers, including free grants of 160 acres of land 
and improved farmsat reasonable prices. Fine climate, no rent, light taxes, free schools, 
good markets, rapidly developing industries, and large import and export trade. 





BRITISH WORKMAN’S AND GENERAL 
ASSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. ESTAB. 1866. 
SPECIAL ADVANTAGES offered by the Company to its Policyholders :— 

(1) Absolute Security.—(2) Equitable premium rates comparing most favourably 
with other offices.—(3) Policies free from objectionable conditions and restrictions.— 
| (4) Prompt payment of satisfactory claims. 
Applications for Agencies Invited.—Gentlemen able to influence good business 
will find the Company's agency terms very remunerative. 


Chief Offices—-BROAD STREET CORNER, BIRMINGHAM. 


Pamphlets, Maps, and full particulars (supplied post free) may be obtained from the 
High Commissioner for Canada, 17 Victoria Street, London, S.W., or from the Allan, 
Dominion and Elder Dempster Steamship Companies, or their local Agents, or the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company. 


Write for parliculars, 














king 
bt Golf 
jetor. 


g bath. 
er par- 


ntral 
<cellent 


inter 
-Jimate. 


‘RD. 
L 


rably 
oped 


Wiiaa 





The 


DEC. 22, 1900] 


THE LAST OF HIS RACE 


J - > 











pe wwe Dwi Get oar tiene 
ORG Gadi RL: HW KS Fe ae 
2 CO GN eG Bl ee ey eg DD Gas? Weald Gua Gud LE id Hy 
Oe RY CR RMA Re LU ee Ca) we 
, oh RAGE Mice usin atlas lout 
irQ 0 












SA 
ramet ted ANG A iki 
| <n le: reels 

|S ih WS RE ie? 
HUA Ui Pe 






a 


(" 
Tait 
He 


i [ae 










a ete 





| ' = 
e y 
Ss oe 
oe 
| t 
bs ) 





[Lustige Blatter. 


“It is forbidden to throw things to the Poet.” 


Outlook 


BARBER CHRISTMAS 






















(Criterion. 


THE WORLD: ‘‘If you keep on mowing ‘em down like 


that, you know, I shall soon be bald.” 











A REVOLUTION IN FURNISHING. 
On the instalment plan. peEryt CHRISTMAS PRE- 


Soaibeamemmnmnen TEs) » At very Moderate 
Prices. NORMAN & STACEY 
have now on SALE at their new 
Show-rooms, 118 QUEEN VICTORIA 
TREET, a Private Collection of 
Genuine SHeraTton, Chippen- 
dale, and Marguerterie Furnt- 
TURE, together with examples of 
Louis XV, and XVI. Cabinets 
and Upholstered Goods which 
Wi recently obtained the HiGHEst 
TN AWARD at the EXHIBITION 1900. 
Pee : Owing to the great demand for 
SO ae Genuine Specimens of the old 
Ne Makers, intending customers are 
strongly advised to call and 
inspect these Exhibits without 


delay. 
Moderate Prices. Free Delivery Town or Country. a 


Call and view stock before Furnishing locally. 118 QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C. 


COUNTY FIRE OFFICE, “i; 


50 REGENT STREET, W., 


14 CORNHILL, E.C., LONDON. 





























THE PREMIUM INCOME of this Office is derived from Home business only, no 
foreign risks being undertaken. 


THE PAYMENTS MADE FOR LOSSES amount to £5,000,000. Damage by 
Lightning and Explosion of Coal Gas made good. 


FORMS OF PROPOSAL and full particulars as to Rates and the Advantages 
offered by the County may be obtained on application to the Company's Agents. 


Joint Secretaries { e MY . Re ey 


UNIVERSAL LIFE 


ASSURANCE SOCIETY. 


Established 1834. 





Large Reserves. Low Premiums. Large Annual Cash Bonuses. 


For 40 years the Annual Reductions of Premium on With-Profit Policies of six years’ 


standing have equailed 


45 PER CENT. OF THE ANNUAL PREMIUMS. 
Lifo Interests and Reversions Purchased, or Advances made thereon. 


Chief Office: 1 KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON, E.C. 





| THE | 
LIVERPOOL AND LONDON AND GLOBE 





INSURANCE COMPANY. 





FIRE, LIFE, ENDOWMENTS, ANNUITIES. 





Invested Funds a « = £0,711,112. 





LIFE DEPARTMENT. 
BONUSES LARGE, either ir Cash or Additions to Sums Assured. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


Insurances effected on most favourable terms, 


Heap Offices: 


1 DALE STREET, LIVERPOOL; 7 CORNHILL, LONDON. 





Hducational 


qumerQjemens 


PRIORY HOUSE SCHOOL, 57 CLAPTON COMMON, N.E., 

and ST. MARGARET’S BAY, near Dover.—The Misses ANDERTON & WID- 
LAKE.—Thorough and liberal education ; University examinations. London School 
in high position, on gravel, bracing ; St. Margaret’s Bay School on cliffs overlcoking sea 
and open country, most healthy. Tennis, hockey, drilling, &c. 





T. GEORGE’S SCHOOL, HARPENDEN, HERTS. 
Headmaster—Rev. R. H. WIX, M.A. Fees moderate; reduction for sons of 
clergy. Fine buildings and grounds in a splendid situation. Bracing air. Preparation 
for Professions, Business Life, and Universities. Private chapel, carpenters’ shop, 
swimming bath, &c.—For prospectus, &c., apply, HEADMASTER. 





T. MICHAEL’S, BOGNOR, Sussex,—Church of England 
Boarding School for the DAUGHTERS of Gentlemen. In connexion with the 
Woodard Schools. 
Fees from £60 per annum. LENT TERM begins January 25, rgor. 
Apply to Miss RANDALL, Lady Warden. 





NIVERSITY COLLEGE SCHOOL, Gower Street, W.C. 
Headmast:r—J. LEWIS PATON, Esq., M.A. (formerly Fellow of St. John’s 
College, Cambridge). 
LENT TERM commences January 14. 

The School is carried on in strict accordance with the principles laid down by the 
Founders of University College, and is organised as a first grade modern and classica 

hool.—For Prospectus apply to the Office, Gower Street, W.C. 

T. GREGORY FOSTER, B.A., Ph.D., Secretary 
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS APPEAL. 


THE POOR CLERGY RELIEF CORPORATION, 


38 Tavistock Place, Tavistock Square, London, W.C. 


Incorporated by Royal Charter 1867. 
President—THE BISHOP OF LONDON. 


THE ONLY SOCIETY of the kind which gives yng E Assistance to the 
Clergy, their Widows and Orphans in ALL PARTS OF THE E 
Ateach Fortnightly Meeting of the Committee some Bendreds of Pounds 
are distributed (besides valuable gifts of Clothing), and a large fund is required to meet 
the ever-increasing appeals for help. 
DONATIONS AND ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS, and gifts of Clothing of every descrip- 
tion, will be most gratefully received ty maneevns B. PHILLIPS, Secretary, 
38 Tavistock Place, ‘Tavistock Square, London, W.C. 





Established 1855. 


The Society has aided, to May 1900, nearly 20,000 cases of Clerical Distress, with 
grants ranging from £5 to £75 


FORM OF LEGACY. 


** T give unto the Trustees of the Poor Clergy Relief Corporation the sum of £.. 
to be paid to the Treasurer of the Corporation for the time being.” 





——— 


Scottish Provident 
Institution. 


(ESTABLISHED 1837.) 
MUTUAL ASSURANCE with MODERATE PREMIUMS, 


Accumulated Funds, £11,500,000. 
The Surplus at last Investigation was £1,423,000, 
More than 65 per cent. of the Policies which became claims by death 
during 1899 were entitled to Bonuses which, notwithstanding that 
the premiums do not as a rule exceed the non-profit rates 
of other Offices, were, on the average, equal to an addition of 
over 50 per cent, to the Original Assurances. 
LONDON: 17 KING WILLIAM STREET, E.C. 
HEAD OFFICE: 6 ST. ANDREW SQUARE, EDINBURGH. 
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CPR. 








Go hand in hand. If you 
want pen-peace, the smooth, 
swift, simple Parker will give 
it. It has neither screw 
joint or nozzle, but a perfectly 
smooth barrel from tip to tip, 
making it 


Jointless. 
The secret of its simplicity 
and perfection is the famous 
“*Lucky Curve,’’ 
Combined with our new 
Spring Lock Device. 
Also fitted with our Anti- 
Break Cap. Ask your dealer 
to let you try a Parker. Now | 
and then a dealer tries to sell | 
an old-style pen instead; in 
such a case write us. If you 
want to investigate send for | White Star, &c 
our valuable Guarantee and | , i 


interesting Booklet, Free. 





S.W. 
Dominion, 


| Street, 
| Cunard, 


OCEAN SERVICES 
AND ROUND a | 
» Wont TRIPS. | 


Ss AUSTRALIA, NEW NEW ZEALAND, and 
HAWAII. 


FROM VANCOUVER EVERY MONTH. 


YOKOHAMA (Inland Sea), SHANG- 
HAI, HONG KONG. 


FROM VANCOUVER EVERY THREE WEEKS. 


For tickets, free pamphlets, &c., apply Pas- 
| senger Department, Canadian Pacific Railway, 
| 67 King William Street, E.C., or 30 Cockspur 
Agency of Allan, 
New Zealand Shipping, 
Norddeutscher, Orient, P. & O., Shaw Savill, 


UNION-CASTLE LINE 


SOUTH AFRICAN ROYAL MAIL 
SERVICE. 


CAPE COLONY, NATAL, DELAGOA BAY, 
BEIRA, AND MAURITIUS, 


South- 
Steamers ampton. 
| "NORHAM CASTLE 
(via Madeira) 
xtGAIKA 
| (via Las Palmas) 
xtPEMBROKE CASTLE 
(via Las Palmas) .... 
*CARISBROOK CASTLE 
(via Madeira) 
tBRAEMAR CASTES 
(via Teneriffe) ....-.eeee0 sons Jan. 4 


Dec. 2 
Dec. ag 
Jan. 2 
Jan. 5 


Jan. § 
* Royal Mail Steamer. t Intermediate Steamer. 
x To Delagoa Bay. ? Beira Steame~. 
American, ; : ed 
Union-Castle Special Express Trains leave Waterloo for 
Southampton every Saturday. 


Apply to Donald Currie & Co., Managers, 
8 Fenchurch Street. 








Or if you need a pen at once 

our No. o20, Frice 10/6, 

offers extraordinary value ; 

and our Gravity Stylo at 3/6 

is the best in the World. Sent 

by post on receipt of price 
if your dealer will not supply you. 


THE PARKER PEN CO., 
Largest Manufacturers of Fountain Pens in the World, 
193 & 195, Oxford Street, London, W. 


BENSON’S 


OBTAINABLE ON 
The Times ”” Novel Pian of 


MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF £1 


And upwards, at Catalogue Cash Prices. 

Nore. - The ** FIELD’ and LUBGATE Watches 
are London Made, and have Patented Improvements ihat 
make them superior to all others, 


ORDER FORM and CATALOGUE, with 
details of a// Watches, Clocks, Jewels, Imperial Plate 
and Cutlery, obtair able on THE TIMES Novel Plan, 
Post Free. (Mention OvTLook when writing.) 


J. W. BENSON, i110 


Steam Factory —62 & 64 LUDCATE HILL, LONDON, EC. 


Readers who 
respond to any of 
the Advertisements 
will greatly oblige 
by mentioning 
THE OUTLOOK. 
































WATCHES 
AND CHAINS. 








FOR CO¥PLAINTS of the STOMACH, LIVER, dc., DRINK 


VICHY GELESTINS Spring 


CAUTION.—See that each bottle has a neck label with VIGHY-ETAT and the name of the 
Sole Importers: INGRAM & ROYLE, Ltd., 26 Upper Thames Street, Lonvon, E.C. 








MAPLE & C0 


TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD LONDON 


Specialities in Writing Tables for 


AUTHORS BARRISTERS EDITORS 


PHYSICIANS ACCOUNTANTS 
AND OTHER 


BUSY & OFT INTERRUPTED MEN 


mcivici: 
Aaaneneye— 


The “Oakley ” shutter-front writing table, in oak, 
paneled sides and back, fitted with drawers, sliding 
trays, smaller drawers, pigeon-holes, shelves, racks, 
&e., 4 ft. 2 in. 


£6 12s, 64 
“Oakley” revolving and tilting chair in stamped 
Ries ve: newneevecovesss 


eee feeeee 


The chair can also be supplied stained mahogany er walnut. 
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THE STOCKING 


Santa Ciaus. And what would you like, Sir ? 


J. B. Well—I suppose you couldn’t make it De 
Wet ? 


Tue short session of Parliament ended last week with the 
passing of the vote of supplies for the carrying on of the 
war. South Africa will cost the country many more 
millions still, and they also will be voted. There is no 
sign yet, inside or outside of Parliament, of any weaken- 
ing in the national determination to complete in a thorough 
and final manner the task forced upon the Empire. Were 
the nation as a whole less resolved, the position of affairs 
would give great encouragement to the opponents of the 
war. The struggle has lasted far longer than was antici- 
pated by the least sanguine. Instead of being ‘“‘ virtually 
over,” it has entered upon a stage which is now seen to 
demand special dispositions and special forces. A fit of 
depression seems to have overtaken the Government, and 
Lord Salisbury reflects that mood by a tone of speech 
which directly stimulates to further efforts those who 
Oppose the war. Of many of those opponents Mr. Bryn 
Roberts is a very unworthy representative. He rather 
Stands for that surprising type of person who regards 
his country and countrymen as always in the wrong, 
and for whom no rumour, statement, or opinion is 
too vague or improbable fcr use, provided only it tells 
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against his country and countrymen. This state of mind 
it is best not to try to understand; but that it leads to 
heedlessness of facts and to something not distinguishable 
from blind malice the past week has afforded abundant 
proof. Mr. Bryn Roberts withdraws the charge of in- 
subordination against the Australians, and applies it to 
the ‘‘ Colonial troops of South Africa,” probably with as 
much—or as little—truth. Where names or other par- 
ticulars are withheld it is difficult to meet such charges ; 
but Mr. Brodrick’s way was decidedly the wrong one. 
Other charges made in a similar spirit by Mr. J. M. Robert- 
son and Mr. A. J. Wilson have recoiled this week before 
the facts. But the supply of such charges is unlimited 
and the source poisoned. 


Or good omen is the appointment by the Secretary for 
War of a Committee to consider the present system of 
business in the War Office. But we must not be too san- 
guine. The Army scheme is not yet on foot, only the 
consideration of the machine that propels the Army. 
Nevertheless, it is comforting to note that the first three 
names of the Committee are those of trained men of busi- 
ness—the manager of the Great Eastern Railway, Mr. 
Mather of engineering fame, and Mr. Clinton Dawkins. 
If they act up to the teachings of their experience, and 
refuse to be hypnotised, we may hope for the diminution, 
if not the entire abolition, of that hard, bigoted, unre- 
flecting officialdom which has sat like a nightmare on the 
intelligence of the Army. To show what is possible under 
the present War Office system, let us tell the story of the 
officer who was summoned to sit on a court-martial at a 
distance from his station. He took the quickest train 
to the place of sitting, discharged his duty, incurred 
but one night’s absence, and sent ia his bill. Back 
from the War Office comes a big blue sheet asking why 
he took the route he did, and not the one prescribed by 
the regulations. Answer: Because it was shorter, was 
practicable on Sundays, and enabled him to save two 
days’ time and cost of living at the expense of fivepence 
extra railway fare. Another blue sheet from the War 
Office declared no good reason to be shown for deviating 
from the regulations. Result: a fresh account from the 
officer strictly in accordance with the War Office regula- 
tions, showing an extra expense to the country of about 
a pound sterling. It all seems too funny, too lamentable, 
to be true; but true it is. If the new Committee is to 
end this sort of thing the public blessing speeds their 
resolution. 


THE attitude of the United States Senate to the Hay- 
Pauncefote Treaty gives occasion for the most various— 
even to diametrically opposed—opinions, For our part 
we think it unnecessary to assume that enmity towards 
this country is intended. For one thing, there is no 
motive. Such expressions as that ‘‘ Britain must submit 
to the Senate ” are evidently of newspaper origin. It has 
to be remembered that in this matter of annulling a treaty 
entered into by the State Secretary, Mr. Hay, the humilia- 
tion falls equally upon the people of the United States. 
For the same reason such phrases on our side as ‘‘ wanton 
affront to Britain” are uncalled for. The Zimes’ Corre- 
spondent in New York should know better. The con- 
struction of the Nicaragua Canal would affect many and 
powerful interests in the United States, both railway and 
maritime. These have, no doubt, made themselves felt 
in the Senate, and their influence probably has also been 
directed on the President. All this has to be allowed for; 
and if by their vote of Thursday the Senate have prac- 
tically declined to ratify the Treaty, they have done so not 
for an empty sentiment, but for substantial reasons. We 
are to all intents as we were—the Clayton-Bulwer prohibi- 
tion in full effect. The tone of American controversy is 
always many points above the importance of the subject 
at issue. The mistake on both sides would be to raise it 
in this case to international pitc’. 
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Li Hunec Cuanc has the influenza, and the Empress 
Dowager’s favourite servitor is not dead : such is the chief 
news about China this week, and it comes from Shanghai. 
The text of the preliminary Note to be presented to the 
Chinese representatives of whatever government or powers 
exist is now settled. The proposal made by Britain, which 
delayed the final agreement of the Powers, is now included. 
What the proposal was has not been allowed to transpire, 
but the difficulty found by the Powers in settling a basis 
of common action will not be lost on the Chinese Com- 
missioners. They will know exactly how and where to 
put a strain on the documental unanimity of the Powers 
so as to reveal their essential animosities. For Britain the 
bright spot is the ever increasing evidence that her interests 
and those of the United States are identical in kind and 
scope, and the sentiment behind them the same. Therein 
lies some security for the future. 


Sir Ernest Satow, K.C.M.G., now British Minister 
at the Court of—shall we say ?>—Kwang Hsii, differs from 
his predecessor, Sir Claude MacDonald, in many respects ; 
but especially in that he knows the Far East thoroughly. 
He entered the Consular service in Japan, close upon forty 
years ago, asa student interpreter, and having held various 
Consular and diplomatic appointments at Bangkok, Monte 
Video, and Morocco, was in 1895 transferred to Tokio as 
British Minister. All his early training took place in the 
Far East, and Chinese politics are no new chapter to him. 
Still, he takes over the reins of office at a trying period in 
the Far Eastern crisis, the future of which is so pregnant 
with possibilities. Possessed of a kindly disposition, Sir 
Ernest is not the kind of man to be hoodwinked by 
plausibility. During his tenure of office in Siam, he showed 
noteworthy firmness with the Palace authorities, who on 
more than one occasion tried to ‘‘ go one better” behind the 
back of their enlightened but too kind-hearted monarch. 
In Morocco, again, his post was no sinecure, while in Japan 
his knowledge of the tongue and customs of the inhabitants 
of the Island Empire not only endeared him to them, but 
brought him into very close touch with the up-to-date 
politics of the Government of the Mikado. That the new 
British Minister at Pekin numbers among his personal 
friends such statesmen as the Marquesses Ito and Yamagato 
bodes well for the future friendly relations between the 
officials of the two Empires. Sir Ernest Satow’s contri- 
butions to Japanese papers and scientific magazines in the 
vernacular are very extensive, and his opinion on local 
matters is eagerly sought by the literati of Japan. 
Passionately fond of horticulture, Sir Ernest is making a 
poor exchange, as far as pastime is concerned, from the 
picturesque Legation gardens at Tokio to the compound 
at Pekin ; but his leisure hours for the present will be few. 


TuHeE Civil and Military Gasette of Lahore, in an article 
written with a scorn that is adorable, takes us to task for 
exposing the well-known fact that the shooting in the 
British Navy is the weak spot of the Service. Our argu- 
ment was simple enough, and we welcome the opportunity of 
re-stating it. One man in the Majestic in three minutes 
fired five rounds from a 12-inch gun and hit the target 
each time. He is not to be regarded as a hero, because 
he is only a petty officer, and all the honour is to be given 
to the admirals and captains who bring their fleets into 
action. But may one not become too infatuated with the 
lessons of naval history? Nelson’s invariable policy was 
to lay alongside and shatter the enemy by bulldog 
pertinacity. That being no longer the rule of the game, 
the victor is the man who can sink the enemy before the 
enemy can get his range, and the ship that has the best 
chance of sinking the enemy will first be sunk if she 
cannot accurately fire her guns. We have every admira- 
tion for the patriotism of our Lahore contemporary, but 
we have no admiration for naval commanders who refuse 
to allow certain guns to be fired because the operation 
would spoil the paint upon which they have spent their 
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private treasure. We are accused of writing in ignorance, 
We would that the accusation were true. There is no 
failure in the public service more clearly traceable to its 
source than the bad gunnery in the Navy, and we look to 
Lord Selborne with confidence for a speedy remedy. 


Tue German Emperor is certainly the most practical 
ruler, and probably one of the most practical men, now 
alive. He has a very definite object in view —the develop. 
ment of his people in power and influence. In the pursuit 
of this end he allows no prejudice to stand in the way, 
The moment he finds he has pursued a wrong path, he 
turns round, proclaims his error frankly, and takes a 
better road. He sends telegrams to Mr. Kruger and calls 
a British flying squadron into being. Four years later he 
sends another kind of telegram altogether to Mr. Kruger, 
He makes a hasty revengeful speech about China, and 
causes Russia to withdraw from armed participation, 
Later he gets his Chancellor to explain the speech away, 
and professes an unaltered friendship for Russia. He is 
for ever urging his people to emulate British achievements 
in the world, but he never utters a belittling word, or 
reveals any envious detraction of British accomplish- 
ment. Rather he issues an Imperial Edict for the higher 
schools of Germany, requiring them to give greater atten- 
tion in future to instruction in English. Greek may hence- 
forth be replaced by English, and French even must in 
certain conditions give way to it. In the teaching of 
history the progress of the Fatherland in the nineteenth 
century is to be specially insisted on. This is most admir- 
able counsel for Germans, and it is complimentary to this 
country. We shall in due course have pointed out to us 
the dismal contrast afforded by education in England. 
But it is just as well to remember that even Emperors 
cannot make the young intellect absorb more than it is 
capable of. And no system of education that ever was 
devised or proposed will teach a young person to read, 
write, and speak two foreign languages, master the 
essentials of a science, a profession, or a craft, and attain 
to some culture by the age of eighteen. Let us have 
what languages we can, by all means, but the world is the 
true teacher and maker of men and women. Training for 
its tasks is what is required for youth, and the implanting 
of habits of acquisition to continue during the struggle. In 
these respects we are still in the forefront of the nations. 


A RESTAURANT in a leading thoroughfare in London 
appears to be a far sounder investment than a gold-mine. 
That is the deduction to be drawn from two compensation 
cases recently decided, arising upon the displacement of 
property by the projected new street from Holborn to the 
Strand. In one instance the takings were stated to be 
#20 a day, and this seemed such an enormous return on 
the capital invested that an expert witness was called to 
prove that the profits in this class of business averaged only 
from forty to fifty per cent. Mark the ‘‘ only.” The pro- 
prietors in this case managed to keep up a house in the 
country where some sixteen or seventeen servants, indoor 
and outdoor, were employed. In the other case the 
original owner, an Italian, had been able to build a pwlace 
on Lake Como. The very waiters prospered, so that one 
had opened a café of his own and another had invested 
his savings in Consols. The enormous success of the 
Aérated Bread Company and other undertakings of a like 
nature is plain to all who see or read. Happy is the investor 
who put his money into them at the beginning. Revolu- 
tionary almost is the change which has been wrought io 
London within twenty years in the light-refreshment bust- 
ness, and now the old pothouse and @ /a mode beet shop 
have practically gone for ever. Doubtless the new refresh- 
ment and lunch shops bridge admirably the gulf that 
formerly existed between the sausage and-potatoes-and- 
pot-of-beer meal at midday and the more expensive lunch 
by the card in a good eating-house. But there is still 
room for a company which shall start a system of light 
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and well-served luncheons, somewhat superior in choice 
and quality and service to what does so well for the young 
clerk and the typewriter girl. Such an enterprise would 
attract the man to whom a sixpence extra does not matter, 
provided he can get more select fare, yet who does not 
care to face the robust dishes of the heavier restaurants. 
But the English people never did show originality in 
catering for the public needs in the matter of eating. 


Tue United Churches, Presbyterian and Free, are going 
into the Scottish Courts at the instance of the faithful 
remnant of the original Free Kirk, who decline the union. 
A “‘gangin’ law-suit” was once the cherished possession 
of every family of note in Scotland. The Kirks are now 
to have the same luxury. The ‘‘ remnant”—‘‘ rump” is 
English, and therefore insulting—have taken out sum- 
monses to the number of 2,000 at a cost of £ 300—mark 
the earnestness—against the elders and officials of the 
United body, with the object of ascertaining who legally own 
the lands, property, and funds of the Free Church, which is 
now, but for the persistence of the faithful few, defunct. 
When that law-suit will come out of the courts the future 
alone can tell; but, if history goes for aught, it will not 
be until every “auld Free-Kirker” has exhausted the last 
resource of a litigious ingenuity, fearsome enough as a 
national characteristic, but truly formidable when whetted 
by theological differences. ‘‘ You may be an honest, 
God-fearin’ man, as you say,” remarked the old woman 
to the minister, ‘‘ but you’re no’ gaun to feed your stirk 
in my field.” 


St. ANDREws has lost one more of its bonds with the 
days—now seeming very remote—when golf was the game 
ofafew. Mr. Robert Forgan, head of the well-known 
firm of clubmakers, died this week at an advanced age. 
He could recall the history of the classic links for half a 
century, and from his shop, opposite the last green and 
the first tee, had looked out upon players of renown whose 
names are now but a memory. Some recollections of 
Mr. Forgan’s have appeared in print, but they did not 
possess the interest or fulness which a judicious jogging 
of his memory might have produced. A really vivid picture 
of Allan Robertson and Young Tommy Morris is still 
wanted. Present-day golfers would dearly like to know 
exactly how far they drove, who drove furthest, and 
indeed every detail of their style and play. While 
some yet remain who can accurately recall this, it seems 
a pity the record should not be preserved. Mr. Forgan’s 
death was preceded by that of a promising young St. 
Andrews player, Tom Hutchinson. He was killed by a 
fall from a pony in Florida, where he had been tempted 
to go by a big remuneration from a golf club. St. 
Andrews, and Scotland generally, are being drained of 
all their golfing talent by America, and no special effort 
is made to encourage or retain young players. This 
seems a pity. Not only the champions, but all the best 
players will soon be in England or abroad. Scotland will 
have little left save the tradition. 


Tue captains of the county cricket teams, in meeting 
assembled, have at last taken a decisive step as to throw- 
ing-bowlers. They have forbidden eight players ever to 
bowl again in county matches, and have cautioned a 
number of others. To the credit of the captains be it 
said that they have been quite impartial as between 
amateurs and professionals. Among the proscribed 
are Mr. Fry and Captain Hedley, Mold, Roche, and 
Geeson. Nobody who follows cricket will be surprised, 
but a natural sympathy will be felt for the professionals 
who are bowlers only, and whose cricket career and occu- 
pation are thus peremptorily terminated. The evil has 
been calling for attention for a long time, and something 
in the nature of a serious warning might have preceded so 
drastic a remedy. Lockwood, of Surrey, is on the list of 
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those warned, and W. G. Quaife, but both can always be 


sure of a place for their batting. Now that the umpires 
have an authority behind them, we may look for the total 
disappearance of a kind of bowling which was always 
unfair, and often seemed as if it were meant to be 
dangerous to the batsman’s person. 


ODE TO CHRISTMAS 


My dear Christmas,— 

You have the reputation of coming but once a year, 

And of bringing with you, 

On that solitary occasion, 

Good cheer. 

Well, good cheer, 

Like good wine, 

Which is the better part of it, 

Needs no bush ; 

So that we will let that side of the question severely alone. | 

I ain writing to you now because I have made a discovery : 

Between ourselves 

(And I hope that you will not mention it to a mortal soul), 

A certain class of people are beginning to look upon you 
with mingled feelings. 

Since the days of Mr. Dickens— 

Who, as you are aware, was a great believer in you— 

Many changes have taken place : 

For example, 

It has ceased to snow, 

‘O the mistletoe bough” 

Has been suppressed by a man of the name of Vagner, 

And “ the steaming bowl of punch” 

No longer steams : 

These are sad facts, 

But facts, 

And, my dear Christmas, 

Your glory is therefore more or less departed. 

I met a man yesterday 

Who said to me, 

“ Where are you going for Christmas?” 

I replied 

“To the old place— 

Namely, 

Home.” 

He said : 

“ Ass, 

Why do you not 

Get away 

Out of it all?” 

This again is sad, 

But a fact. 

Ah ! my dear Christmas, 

I can remember the time 

When you were a tremendous person. 

In those days 

There were many pretty girls to kiss: 

Now they are all married, 

And I daren’t kiss ’em 

Even if I wanted to— 

Which Heaven forbid. 

Also, 

In those days you were wont 

To delight my soul 

With a sort of compote 

Of currant-merchant’s shop 

Called “ Christmas puddin’,” 

If I ate it now 

I should die— 

Which likewise Heaven forbid. 

All the same, 

I have a kindly feeling for you, 

And I believe there are a few children left 

Who really take an interest in you. 

But children are children, and not much gee 

In this rapid, wicked, tuppenny-tubal world. 

It is the fashion to be bored by you ; 

Wherefore I must be bored. 

Go away ; 

Come not near me, as you value my digestion ? 

Still you will not, of course, 

Forget to come 

Next year. 
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GOODWILL TOWARD MEN 


AxoTHeER Christmastide finds us still in the throes of 
war. Britain, through the spirit of her rule and the dis- 
position of her people, is the greatest existing agency for 
peace and goodwill among the nations of the world; but 
she must suffer for a time yet the load of malice, envy, 
and hatred which the struggle in South Africa has 
brought upon her. The justification of her action lies in 
the future. Only when time shows that she intends 
justice for all, and peace, progress, and enlightenment 
find the clear field that was denied them amid the semi- 
barbarous strife and jealousies which prevailed in that 
continent, will it be recognised that she used her might for 
the purposes of right. Meanwhile there are gratifying 
signs that the new day is dawning. The fluctuations of 
the struggle still maintained by a few desperate leaders, 
whose forces are the very residuum of society, need 
not depress us. Even if it were not possible to 
stamp that resistance out by military measures, it would 
die of material exhaustion. We may anticipate now a 
season of calm reflection on the task before the Empire. 
The past week has brought two notable contributions 
towards the settlement of peace. One is the pamphlet by 
Mr. Paul M. Botha, member for Kroonstad, in the Volks- 
raad of the late Orange Free State; and it is a most 
chastening document for one side and the other. Its chief 
significance, however, is the recognition of the fact that, 
amid all her vacillations of action and policy, the name and 
influence of Britain have stood for justice in South Africa. 
The error she has committed is in not sooner recognising 
her manifest destiny there. She has paid in blood and 
treasure for temporising with the clear call of fate, and, 
as we believe, of Imperial duty, and now on the eve 
of the complete re-establishment of her threatened 
predominance, she is called upon to give shape to her 
good intentions, to clothe victory in clemency, and pro- 
claim the ancient ‘‘ peace and goodwill” through wise laws 
and considerate government. It is notable that the 
soldiers who have done the rude work of clearing the path 
have conceived no rancour against the people who have 
so stubbornly resisted them. This is most admirably 
illustrated in the wise and thoughtful speech delivered by 
Lord Dundonald. The world knows the splendid part he 
played in the war. He now pleads for a ‘liberal and 
kind” treatment of Boers and Boer families who have 
suffered in the struggle. He would do something to 
restore the people to their farms, and would grant them 
loans in aid. That is true sagacity. We must help to 
rebuild the farms which we were compelled to burn, and 
the time seems ripe for some proclamation which to the 
whole of South Africa shall breathe that something more 
than justice, which is goodwill, and speak of a conquest 
surpassing war, which is peace. 

But China also lies heavily on the nation’s conscience. 
What is our duty there? Politically, no doubt, it is to 
proceed in agreement with the Powers. But in the process 
of arriving at agreement there is room for the exercise of 
influences that make for peace, and it is matter for con- 
gratulation that the days of Imperial vengeance appear to 
have passed. Commerce is sometimes reckoned as a 
contemptible basis of national effort. But itis noteworthy 
that commerce flourishes only under conditions of peace, 
and it is not necessary to gssume that ‘dry goods,” and 
not high morality, were the motive of the studied modera- 
tion of the United States. That policy of moderation 
seems to have been supported by Britain, and together 
the two vanguard peoples prevented the spectacle of a 
united Christianity wreaking blood-vengeance for its 
murdered missionaries, and thereby proclaiming its 
religion a lie in practice. The Chinese civilisation 
is a much older one than our own; it is not to be changed 
in a day, or a year, or acentury. On the other hand, the 
Christian missionary cannot be stopped ; his effort is a 
noble one in intention, and public opinion here and in 
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America will demand his protection. But we must not 
expect the Chinese to appreciate the benefits of a religion 
which values its messengers by lumps of territory, and 
would thrust the Sermon on the Mount down their throats 
by warships and armies. For many a day to come our 
cottons must carry with them our good name, and our 
honour go with our iron. The Chinese are a peaceful 
race, and peace is peace whatever be the name of the 
deity to which it is accredited. Goodwill is not a thing of 
creeds but of common humanity. The spirit pervading 
the action of the Powers to-day’is more humane than it 
was in that first revengeful cry for blood. Not cynically, 
but in sober truth, it may be recognised that peace and 
goodwill are our highest commercial interests. 

At home there have been significant signs that amid 
all our political and social differences a larger and more 
tolerant spirit is beginning to prevail. In the railway and 
mining world there have been threats of strikes on a large 
scale, and in every case the old faction animosities have 
given way before a sentiment of accommodation. For 
this the principal credit is due to the workers. They begin 
to feel they have established the principle that they are no 
longer to be considered merely as a soulless element of 
trade, like coal and machinery. Their unions are guided 
by men of capacity, at least equal to those opposed to 
them. A greater sense of responsibility to themselves is 
manifest in their resolutions and negotiations. We have 
been great as a nation in the past, but almost the greatest 
security we have for the future is this growing sense of 
unity between all sections of the people. The proof 
will be found when the lean years come upon us. Mean- 
while, to have established in the time of our prosperity a 
greater respect for peace and goodwill must go far to 
tide us over the days of trial. Perhaps the near future 
will bring to the front some statesman who, grasping the 
incalculable benefits to be derived from this unity of senti- 
ment among an entire people, may hit upon the means of 
an acceptable reference department in Government for 
trade differences. He shall have more fame who accom- 
plishes this than he who guides a great war; for war is 
but the rude way to an end, and that end whether in 
Africa, China, or Britain, is, and must be, ‘‘ peace and 
goodwill.” 


DR. MOMERIE 


-Wita Dr. Momerie is gone a man that the Church of 


England can ill afford to lose. Not that she paid him any 
honour whilst he lived. The honour he got was off his 
own bat, and chiefly of an academic and not strictly eccle- 
siastical sort. His predilection for metaphysics and 
logical theology—had it been tempered with more sym- 
pathy for opponents and a greater readiness to dwell on 
points of agreement than to harp upon differences—would 
have been, in the present mixed and transitional state 
of the Church, of immense value to the reformation of 
Anglican theology. 

Dr. Momerie gained the most distinguished honours 
and prizes that can fall to the lot of an intellectual 
gladiator in philosophy and ethics, heading the moral 
science tripos at Cambridge. But not having the same 
mastery over the springs of human action and the intui- 
tions of the human heart, he was unable so to temper his 
philosophy with his faith as to approve himself thoroughly, 
as did his great predecessor Frederick Maurice, to the 
religious consciousness of the age. Thus he failed to form 
a school or attract a following. Maurician was at one time 
a not uncommon phrase; but no one ever heard of a 
Momerian It was natural that, although in priest’s 
orders, Momerie should gravitate to an academic 
rather than a pastoral sphere. As Professor of Logic and 
Metaphysics at King’s College, and Lecturer in Theology 
it was his lot to instruct a large number of students pre- 
paring for holy orders. He did so by explaining to them 
the general untenability of the doctrines they would pre- 
sently pledge themselves to uphold. This was a little too 
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much for the patience of the excellent Principal Wace, 
and Momerie, refusing to mend his ways or alter his 
opinions, ‘‘went out,” as Maurice had gone out before 
the pious horror of Principal Jelf. Jelf had been as much 
pained to learn from Maurice that the majority of the 
human race were not to be tormented for ever in hell fire 
as was Wace to be reminded by Momerie of the imperfec- 
tions of the Established Church and the great need in 
which the Reformation theology stood of some restate- 
ment. At any rate, Wace and his council resolved that 
no such improvement should emanate or restatement be 
made from King’s College, or be in any way connected 
with its sanction. 

Dr. Momerie now felt himself to be an uncaged lion at 
large, and he not unnaturally roared inconveniently loud, 
but—I think to his own surprise—no one was much 
frightened. Now that he was at bay it did not appear 
that there was in his teaching anything that attracted or 
inspired much of a following. He carried no adequate flag. 
Things were soon put toatest. He delivered two lectures 
at Princes’ Hall, attired in a black M.A. gown. A good 
many actors, a few parsons, some fashionable ladies, and 
a good many curious litterateurs attended ; the hall was 
fairly full, the applause occasional, but never enthusiastic. 
All these had come for an intellectual treat; drawn, too, 
by the novelty of a clergyman inviting a secular audience 
to take note of the Church’s blunders, follies, ineptitudes, 
ignorance, and bigotry. A great deal he said was no 
doubt true; but it had been said as well or better by 
Lecky, Draper, and others. Most people knew it and none 
could be much edified by its repetition. Still, it was well 
and tersely put, and there was an end of it. It caused a 
little natural scandal ; but, it being mere demolition with 
no attempt at reconstruction, it roused hardly any con- 
troversy, and the incident fell stillborn in the great London 
world—hardly ruffling even the orthodox dovecotes. 

After the Princes’ Hall incident, Momerie, who had 
retired in ’91 from his professorship at King’s College and 
the Foundling Preachership, which he had certainly 
adorned and beautified, found some difficulty in getting a 
London pulpit, and I offered him mine, on occasion, feeling 
that he was far too learned, valuable, and brilliant a man 
to be thus cynically shelved by the authorities of the 
Church. The more I saw of him the more I liked him. 
Every one who knew him got fond of him. I think he 
felt very kindly to me and was in the habit of constantly 
consulting me, and, I am bound to say, often took my 
advice. The fact is he was not at all worldly wise. He 
was within an inch of throwing up his orders, and I verily 
believe I stopped him. 

When Dr. Creighton was appointed, I brought the two 
men together. Momerie was then in an exceedingly bitter 
mood towards the Bishops, and convinced that all the 
authorities were his foes. Dr. Creighton’s admirable 
an conciliatory tone wrought a great change in Momerie. 
He saw it was possible to work in harmony with the 
authorities instead of being a thorn in their sides, and I 
think the longer he lived the less pugnacious and indiscreet 
he would have become. I urged him to do nothing out 
of order, to get the Rector’s consent for officiating in the 
Portman Rooms, together with the Bishop of London’s 
approval. Both were freely granted. When I went out of 
town I put him in my own pulpit. He made great exertions 
to obtain a proprietary chapel. At one time, when I 
contemplated a year on the Pacific coast, he offered me 
three hundred pounds to take over my chapel for twelve 
months and maintain the present services in my absence, 
taking over, of course, the revenues along with the duties. 
He never got a pulpit. The Bishop of London might 
have found a niche for him had he lived. As it was he 
acted as his friend not his patron. In 1897 Momerie 
writes to me after I had allowed him to see the Bishop of 
London’s letter to me in which he defined his attitude 
towards Momerie : 

**T return the Bishop’s letter ; many thanks for letting 
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me see it. It is very friendly, more so than I expected. 
Thanks once again for your kind interposition on my 
behalf. I shall of course as far as I can do what he 
says.” In another letter Momerie says, ‘‘ Creighton sent 
me a friendly note about my book, ‘ English Church and 
Romish Schism,’” and in a later letter he says, ‘‘I shall 
never leave the Church of England, and I will certainly do 
everything in my power to avoid being called—or con- 
sidered—a Nonconformist; but I will, as you suggest, 
avail myself of opportunities to preach from time to time 
in recognised churches.” 

In 1893 Dr. Momerie was an Anglican delegate in the 
Parliament of Religions at Chicago. So was I. We both 
met frequently in Chicago society. 1 heard him read his 
address. It was incisive, conclusive, dignified, and full of 
good points, but failed in its rhetorical appeals. Momerie’s 
rhetoric was too studied and careful to sound quite 
spontaneous—his power lay not there but in his concise 
and admirable clearness. I fo!lowed him in Australia and 
Tasmania in 1894, often staying at the same houses. All 
who came in contact with him admired and esteemed him, 
but he left no great mark otherwise on the towns through 
which he passed—he preached, but he did not lecture. 

For a short time he drew large congregations in 
Norfolk Square, as he had done at the Foundling ; but to 
my surprise he failed to attract at St. James’, Marylebone. 
His Portman Rooms services were fairly attended, but it 
was evident that he was losing nervous grip. I some- 
times thought him a malade imaginaire, but it now appears 
there was a cause. His extreme indisposition to read any 
portion of the service was no doubt due to his sense of 
bodily weakness. He leaves a few very devoted adherents, 
and the well-deserved reputation of an upright, sagacious, 
and gifted thinker, with the courage of his opinions and 
the defects of his qualities. H. R. Haweis. 


CHRISTMAS-BOXES 


THE present is unquestionably the season of the year 
for the giving of Christmas-boxes. The dustman, the 
crossing-sweeper, the postman, the policeman, the 
butcher's boy, the baker’s man, the milkman, the head 
waiter, and even the civil railway official are fully alive to 
this circumstance. And, as Mr. Tim Healy might put it, 
each of them will reap a golden harvest in the shape of 
shillings and fhalf-crowns. For all that, the true art of 
giving Christmas-boxes has not yet been properly developed 
in this country. While they are punctually distributed 
among the least exalted class of public servants, those at 
the top of the ladder have been persistently left out in the 
cold. This clearly is not as it should be. We therefore 
append a few suggestions as to suitable Christmas- 
boxes for certain eminent persons : 

Lord Satispury. A view of the Cecil Hotel. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN (for his services in helping the 
Government to a majority). 55. 

Mr. Cuaptin. ‘‘ Debrett.” 

Mr. Krucer. A map of Germany. 

Sir Henry CAMPBELL- BANNERMAN. ‘‘ Proverbs, Maxims 
and Phrases of all Ages.” 

Lorp Rosgesery. Vol. 90 of the Saturday Review. 

Mr. Winston SPENCER Cuurcuitt, M.P. ‘' The 
Wisdom of the Wise.” 

Lorp Roserts. A pass down Fleet Street. 

Major-GENERAL Knox. A lasso. 

Mr. W. T. STEAD. ? ? ? 

Dr. Parker. A Sun-bonnet. 

Tue Porr Laureate (for keeping silence). A gold 
watch on the Zvmes instalment plan. 

Mr. Leonarp Courtney. Nothing. 

Mr. STEPHEN Puitiips. A photograph of Dan Leno. 

Sir Witrrip Lawson. Another chance. t 

Mr. Tim HEALy. The compliments of Mr. O’Brien. 

Mr. O’Brien, M.P. The thanks of the Commons. 
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A WEEK OF EMPIRE 


Depressing 


Tue disaster at Nooitgedacht on the 13th inst. appears 
to show that British heedlessness is incorrigible. General 
Clements has had a long experience of Boer ways, and 
has up till now held his own; yet an enemy known to be 
daring and desperate finds it possible to creep up un- 
perceived to within striking distance of his camp, capture 
about six hundred men on a hill-top, and compel the hasty 
retreat of his headquarters camp in the valley. If General 
Clements has not learned the value of outposts by this 
time, the case for less experienced men is hopeless, The 
day of the big sweep, the long front, and the turning 
movement is over, and Lord Roberts is on his way home. 
The new situation demands a different order of leader. 
In fact, each general, and every colonel even, must be his 
own leader, and before the De Wets and Delareys are 
stamped out some more reputations will go by the board. 
The vivid account now to hand of the action near Botha- 
ville on November 6 shows how nearly De Wet was 
caught by the lamented Le Gallais. The Boer leader was 
trapped by his own tactics, and only escaped by igno- 
minious flight. The daring diversion of a force of Boers 
into Cape Colony has freed the hard-pressed De Wet from 
the pursuit of General Knox, who has perforce turned 
aside to meet the new danger. 

The proposed service at St. Paul’s Cathedral on Lord 
Roberts’ return has been countermanded. The Field- 
Marshal will lunch at Buckingham Palace with the Prince 
of Wales instead. The day of thanksgiving is not yet. 
Lord Kitchener has requisitioned a large additional 
mounted force to complete the military subjugation and 
finally clear the way for political and civil settlement. 
This force the Government must provide without grudging 
or lament, and certainly without despondency. 


Commonwealth and Empire 


Something has gone wrong, temporarily at all events, 
with Mr. Barton’s appointment as Premier of Australia. 
Sir William Lyne has been requested by Lord Hopetoun 
to form a Ministry, and has taken a week to think over 
the matter. Mr. Barton's supporters are much chagrined 
at the check, and are spreading a report that the Governor- 
General has been misled by a jejune theory, current 
apparently in Sydney, that the Premiers of the moment 
in the several States have of necessity first claim to the 
Federal portfolios. The theory, of course, would not 
bear examination for a moment, seeing that Federal and 
State politics are to offer henceforward distinct careers, 
and that the leading men of the Commonwealth have been 
for years past gradually withdrawing themselves more 
and more from the minor arenas. However, it is not a 
matter that directly concerns the Britisher. Lord Hope- 
toun knows his Australia; and the Commonwealth is of 
course capable of finding the Ministry it requires and 
deserves. 

The Minister of Railways in New Zealand, it may be 
noted, in arecent speech, couched in somewhat peremptory 
terms, has set up the claim of his Colony, founded on her 
blood and treasure expended in South Africa, to direct 
representation in both Houses of the Imperial Parliament. 
The formation of some Imperial Committee of the. Privy 
Council immediately after the war, and the full recognition 
in Her Majesty’s titles of the constitutional relation be- 
tween the Throne and the Colonies, will be the only way 
of clearing the air, and of safeguarding us against the 
perpetual and dangerous recurrence of such mistaken and 
impossible attempts to confuse the legislatures of the 
Empire. 

* Before marriage a man holds an umbrella over a woman’s head 
to keep her from getting wet—after marriage to keep her hat from 
getting wet.” Thus we read in the December Cen/ury, which, by 
the way, is a particularly fine number. 








[DEC. 22, 1900 





FINANCE 
HOME RAILWAY DIVIDEND FORECASTS 


THERE is very little interest in the Home Railway market, 
Even the prophet of woe is no longer listened to. We 
may talk of labour troubles, of the effect of declining trade 
upon railway receipts, of the little question of the coal 
bills, and there is scarcely a response. The dividend 
season which is coming round finds the market as apathetic 
as it has been for many along day. In very few stocks 
is there an open account of any size one way or the other, 
But the next six months should see the Home Railways out 
of their chief troubles, with expenditure on the down-grade, 
for the heavy charges for coal should be curtailed con- 
siderably when the spring contracts are considered, and 
the cheapening of materials is another interesting point in 
favour of investors. Even during the present week, the 
Northern coalmasters have become decidedly more mode- 
rate in their demands. On the whole then, provided 
traffics are maintained fairly well, we may, in the course of 
the next few months, have a revival of interest in our long- 
neglected Home Railway securities. The dividend results 
for the present half-year may not give much cause for 
enthusiasm, and the June half-year may not see much 
improvement, but by the summer dividend time the market 
will probably have accustomed itself to looking ahead with 
more satisfaction to itself. Only everything depends upon 
the traffics. 

For the present the January dividend distribution will 
suffice. We may roughly divide our Home Railways into 
three groups. The ‘“‘ Heavy” lines, the Southern section, 
and the miscellaneous assortment outside these two 
groupings. In the ‘‘Heavy” group there are traffic 
increases, the North-Eastern leading with the big gain of 
£182,000, the Great Western following with £114,000, 
and the others doing very well. The Lancashire and 
Yorkshire, on the fringe, has however done rather badly. 
But in any case, big though the gains usually are, it is 
probable that the increase in expenditure will be still more 
pronounced, and it must not be forgotten that the traffic 
gains are partly due to increased fares and charges. It is 
not too much to say that the increased coal bill alone 
will be the most serious item against traffic receipts. 
We have, then, to take into consideration the other 
causes of increased outlay, and these items together may 
probably be fairly reckoned as equal to the increase in 
the coal charges. That, at least, is the view that is to 
be gathered from rough estimates by those intimately 
connected with the methods of working of the railways. 
Now, here we only have a rough general guide. We may 
probably say that the four ‘‘ Heavy” lines will have to 
provide more than their traffic increases in order to satisfy 
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the requirements, and fresh capital has also to be taken 
into consideration. Making full allowances we cannot see 
that the Great Western can pay a dividend of more than 
6 per cent. per annum, or 1 per cent. less than last time. 
The North-Western, with a traffic increase of £81,000 
to date, has to face an increase in expenditure which will 
probably reduce its dividend to 6} per cent. The North- 
Eastern’s big gain will be wiped out by increased charges, 
but the dividend decline in this case may not be serious— 
say } to} percent. The Midland will probably suffer as 
much as any, and the Ordinary will do well ifthe reduction 
in dividend is no more than 1 per cent. 

When we turn to the stocks outside the ‘‘ Heavies,” 
we find a very black prospect for the Great Central. Here 
there is, so far, a traffic increase of nearly £70,000. The 
coal bill will probably absorb all that increase, and it is not 
too much to expect that other extra charges will fully 
equal the increased coal bill. In that case there is at 
least some £70,000 to account for, and that is danger- 
ously near jeopardising the 1872 Preference, so that three 
or four more Preference issues will have to go begging. 
When we come to the Great Eastern we find that traffics 
have increased so far by £54,000, but any gain from 
traffics must assuredly be lost here also in the increased 
coal bill. We shall not be far wrong in assuming that 
from £120,000 to 4,130,000 extra has to be faced in all, 
so that on the latter basis there is a net sum of perhaps 
£70,000 by the time the end of the year is reached to come 
out of the amount available. In other words 1 per 
cent. per annum will be about the dividend deduction, 
and the distribution should be at the rate of 4} per 
cent. The Great Northern prospectis bad. Putting down 
the increased traffic receipts at £40,000 or more for the 
half-year, of which only £29,000 is shown to date, there 
should not be enough to meet the extra coal bill. Allow- 
ing for underestimates, we have, say, £50,000 against 
increased coal charges of £60,000 at least. To these add 
at least as much for other extras. If our estimate is cor- 
rect, it is dificult to see how the Deferred or ‘‘ A” stocks 
are to receive anything. Nor when we examine the 
Southern stocks is there a much better prospect. The 
Brighton traffic increase is small, not equal to one-half 
of the extra cost of coal, and estimating much as 
we have done above, it will be surprising if the accounts 
do not show a net decline of £60,000 or so, after 
making all deductions and allowances. If so there 
will be a decline of 1 per cent. on the Ordinary, and that 
we expect. The same may be the fate of the South-Eastern 
Ordinary stock, thus wiping out the Deferred interest. 
The South-Western should meet its increased coal 
charges out of the extra traffic receipts of £75,000 or so— 
they are at present £69,000. Allowing as much in other 
extras, we shall probably see here too a decline of 1 per 
cent. on the Ordinary stock. Of course, at such a period 
of the year, all these estimates are necessarily rough, but 
it will be seen that holders of British railway securities 
may have no particular cause to remember the forthcoming 
dividend season with satisfaction. Fortunately, next year 
should see better times. 


LOOKING FORWARD 
The Mere Investor 


Last week we pointed out obvious defects in the new Com- 
panies Act. This week we may add a few others. On Monday 
last the Globe Finance meeting considered a particularly bad 
report of the Company, which was only in the hands of the share- 
holders a few hours before. Now here is an obvious scandal 
which the new Act does not touch. An annual report should be 
compulsory, and it should be issued sufficiently long before a 
meeting to enable the shareholders to consider it, to frame criticism, 
and if necessary to organise in their own defence. A very common 
form of misleading the investor is to publish an averaged profit 
Statement. The Act does not forbid this, as it should. The 
ordinary investor may be quite sure that profits are not averaged 
unless there is something to conceal, but the law should make it 
necessary to state them fully where they are stated at all, As an 
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illustration of the danger, we may have a firm showing profits for 

the past three years of £10,000, £25,000, and £1,coo, and another 

showing profits of £12,000, £12,000, and £12,000. The big profits of 

the former a year or two ago may beentirely due to special and non- 

recurring causes. We are of opinion that a profit statement should © 
not be given which does not indicate such snares. And as regards 

the question of averages, both the firms to which we have alluded 

can show averaged profits of £12,000 per annum, although in one 

case the average is quite misleading. It is in such matters as 

these that an official department of audit, working on a com- 

prehensive plan, would be able to do the public a service in con- 

nection with new ventures. No tradesman would buy a business 

without examining its books and inquiring into its nature. The 

public is expected to do so, and high legal officials defend the 

policy because, forsooth, any extra demands interfere with the 

working of the joint-stock principle! There is another pressing 
question that has been ignored—the question of allotment of 
shares before the closing of the lists. This is a favourite method 
with dishonest promoters and their directors, but allotment on 
receipt of applications is indefensible, preventing as it does the 

average investor from acting upon circumstances that may come 
to his knowledge after the prospectus reaches him, but before the 
time fixed for the closing of the lists. Those few days very often 
make all the difference. Too often a newspaper is placed in 

possession of damning facts, asks questions based thereon, and 

when a reader gathering their value sends a telegram of with- 
drawal, he finds the allotment has already been made. To some 

extent the “minimum subscription,” which has now to be stated 
under the new Act, will avert the scandal. Until the minimun is 
subscribed the board cannot allot. When it is found that it is 
placed at merely a nominal sum, the public should hesitate to 
subscribe for the shares. Here then are some few further con- 

siderations for those who have the interests of company law and 
practice at heart. 


Promising Un.ted States Breweries 


An interesting announcement of the reduction of the beer-tax 
by some 25 cents a barrel draws attention to the position of the 
United States brewery companies. The war taxes have been 
specially burdensome in their case, coming as they did in con- 
junction with other serious evils, and the remittance of practically 
£,2,000,000 of the taxes is an undoubted boon. Unfortunately, in 
spite of this really appreciable concession, the prospects are by no 
means very satisfactory. We may note that the cost of materials 
is at present very high, but the worst loss is due to the insane 
competition and price-cutting which are still going on. Until 
these have ended, the gain from the remittance of a portion of the 
war taxes will not be very much to boast about. 

But while matters are still somewhat critical, aray of hope has 
at last been seen, and British investors who have already lost more 
than enough in these American brewery undertakings may reason- 
ably look for some slight improvement, even if the expectation of 
a decided revival of the industry be as yet a long way off. The 
mischief was, of course, as in so many undertakings that are 
offered to the British investor when once speculative fever is 
aroused, the public believed anything they weretold, Grossly over- 
capitalised concerns are accepted with avidity, in confidence that 
“boom” figures will be repeated. The American breweries cam- 
paign furnished many disgraceful specimens of the promoter’s 
method, but the public seem to have short memories. However, 
as at last there is a little rift in the clouds of depression, it may 
be as well to show in the following table how a few of the leading 
United States breweries, in which British investors have interests, 
now stand. We give the dividends of the past three years, 
the dividend ten years ago, the nominal value of the issued 
share capital, and the par and present value of the ordinary 


shares : 

Ord. Dividends Ord. 

- Shares 

1890 1897-8 1898-9 1899-00 Par Now 
944000 «¢ 19 08 = «cc $F «0 — 2 eo af 
400,000 «2 10 «2 2h os te ves oo 3 

¢ 1,250,000 .. 15 of T oe eo oe we Ff 

40,000 oc 15 of § H.. wa & 

800,000 «2 I2 «+s — +e oo oe oo 2 

6 


Share Capital 
Nominal Issued _ 








Bartholomay 
Chicago 

City of Chicago 
Denver United 
Frank Jones.. oe ee 
Milwaukee and Chicago .. 
New England ee 
St. Louis 
United States 


1,550,0CO +. “10 «- « = ee oe. - 8 
440,000 .. 124 oe 
« 1,800,000 «+ 15 «2 4 «8 


. 2 
13 


700,000 -» 15 «+ IO oe I0 ee .. oe 3% 


* 1891. + Preference dividend entirely passed. 


It will be seen from the above table how hopeless the outlook 
has been for ordinary shareholders in their over-capitalised con- 
cerns. In the few breweries above mentioned, about 44,000,000 
of Ordinary capital has been dividendless for years. If investors 
wished to pick and choose, it would be advisable to turn to the 
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preference shares or debentures in concerns that have so far met 
their liabilities. For those who care to take speculative risks with 
prior issues, there is a reasonable prospect of better times on high 
yield. Thus, of the more hopeful issues, Chicago debentures at 
774 yield over 7} per cent., Denver United Preference at 8} yield 
nearly 9} per cent., Frank Jones debentures yield 6 per cent. at 83, 
New England debentures at 93 yield nearly 6} per cent. and 
United States debentures a full 6 per cent. To these issues the 
attention of the investor who rather enjoys a spice of speculation 
may be directed. There is a high yield and a fair prospect, and 
the combination may appeal to some investors with means. 


Prospectuses Examined 


Mr. Bottomley is particularly active just now, and the Associated 
Financial Corporation is issuing a series of ventures in various 
parts of Australia. On the other hand, we hear little of the great 
riches of the North-West Territories, of which Mr. Bottomley never 
tired to speak at one time. Need we say that the lessons of the 
past should render the investor very cautious in examining any 
Australian undertaking, and there should be a liberal discount of 
prospectus estimates and forecasts? So much for the lessons of the 
past. So far as the present is concerned, the purchase considera- 
tion of the Loddon Deep Leads, the Great Lucknow, the 
Diamond Copper, and presumably the rest, may be in cash. It 
would put the Associated Finance Corporation on its legs, but 
how about the subscribers? The Bottomley undertakings should 
be considered with care. 


Notes and News 


The directors’ report of the African Estates Company shows that the 
remaining 50,000 shares of the concern were taken up last April. During 
the year extensive surveying and prospecting work has been done, and six 
additional leases have been taken up. A new company is being formed 
to take over the Iliman concession in Western Wassau, on the Gold 
Coast, and a long report is furnished on the territory, which is of some 
special interest at the present time. 

Letters of allotment and regret in Robinson & Cleaver, Limited, have 
been posted. We understand that the shares and stock in the Company 
were largely over-applied for. 

The report of the directors of the Elysée Palace Hotel Company for 
the year ending September 30 shows a profit of nearly £50,000. After 
providing for interest charges, administration and general expenses, and 
also charging £9,064 135. 11d. for depreciations (in addition to 
£1,929 15s. 11d. charged to trading for maintenance), there remains a 
net profit of £19,481 5s. 11¢., to which must be added the £5,109 1s, 27. 
brought forward from the previous year, giving together £24,590 7s. 1d., 
from which the directors recommend the payment of a 7 per cent. dividend 
for the year on the 200,002 Ordinary shares (absorbing £14,000), and 
135. 4d. per share (or £2,000) for the 3,000 Deferred shares, and to carry 
forward the balance of £8,590 7s. 1d. 


IN PASSING 


AMONG the visitors at a certain club the other night was a 
dignitary of the Church. The fireside bore, which every club 
possesses, was in great form, and with a view no doubt of assert- 
ing the inalienable rights of the Clubman, proceeded to tell at 
unconscionable length a somewhat “ doubtful” story. The Church 
dignitary listened to the end in patience, and then remarked 


quietly, “Mr. ——, your stories apparently are as droad as they are 
ong.” 


On the highest authority we can state that no definite arrange- 
ments have been made for the Queen's visit to Cimiez. Everything 
depends on the precarious health of the Empress Frederic. 
Should she be well enough to avail herself of the offer of Sir 
Edward Malet’s villa on the Riviera, the Queen will become her 
neighbour. But if not, Her Majesty will visit her eldest daughter 
in Germany. Not even that official optimist the Cowrt Circular, 
with its traditional etiquette that royalty is never ill, can any longer 
conceal the fact that the*state of the Empress Frederic is most 
critical. But her German physicians do not intend to permit any 
repetition of the fierce light which was thrown on the deathbed of 
her noble husband. 
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Deep sympathy will be felt for the aged Duke of Rutland in his 
terrible bereavement. Laden with years—he is eighty-two—with 
a long career of public and private beneficence and a respectable 
political record, it is indeed lamentable that his feeble strength 
should be shaken by this dreadful calamity. It must seem all the 
worse amid the medieval pomp maintained at Belvoir Castle. In 
Vol. VI. of “The Story of My Life,” Mr. Augustus Hare writes 
from Belvoir, “ How I like all the medieval ways—the trumpeters 
who walk up and down the passages and sound the dressing. 
times ; the watchman who calls the hours through the night; the 
band in uniform which plays soft music from an adjoining room 
during dinner, at which all the hunting men appear in their redcoats 
and add brilliancy and colour to the immensely long table with its 
glorious old silver ornaments.” Disraeli once observed, “I put 
John Manners at the Post Office so as to let the most traditional 
aristocrat in England direct its most democratic department.” 


It is with great regret that we are informed of the very serious 
illness of Mr. Davis Allen, one of the informing spirits of the 
South African Association, and one of our own most valued con- 
tributors. Mr. Allen’s speeches and writings upon the South 
African and other Colonial problems have had an educational 
value, second at the least to no other man’s, in forming the opinion 
of the country upon those weighty topics. The work of the South 
African Association has already received the cordial thanks of 
Mr. Chamberlain and all to whom its work has been made 
manifest. As time goes on the value of that work will be the more 
apparent ; it will be strange indeed if Mr. Allen’s part is forgotten. 
His devotion to what he esteemed his mission has in the meantime 
cost him his health : for in the face of the most serious medical 
warnings he threw himself, and with a more momentous effect than 
the public dreams, into the vortex of the General Election. That 
his recovery from the serious break-down which followed the 
completion of his work may be speedy and complete will be the 
wish of many to whom he is no more than a name. 


Alice is in Wonderland once more—at the Vaudeville Theatre, 
It seems an annual fixture like any other, and after the first 
matinée on Wednesday afternoon, behold! the box-office was 
besieged. Mr. Walter Slaughter’s music is charming, its orches- 
tration receives the warm appreciation of such critics as Mr. 
Vernon Blackburn, and the singing is fresh and tuneful. Mr. 
Savile Clarke’s foundation upon Lewis Carroll seems to be appre- 
ciated in an inverse ratio to a man’s enjoyment of the matchless 
original. It isa confession which, if they were wise, they would 
keep very dark, but there are those who donot seem to care very 
much for “ Alice in Wonderland.” Tothem the “musical dream 
in two acts” does not suffer by a comparison which in the eyes of 
others makes the work of the Slaughters and the Clarkes akin to 
blasphemy. Wise people keep the original and the stage version 
apart, and do not like the two acts the less because their characters 
usurp the names of the Hatter and the Mock Turtle and the 
others, our earliest and dearest friends. And the wise pronounce 
this the best stage version we have had. Alice this year is “a 
grown-up,” Miss Ellaline Terriss, and children, they say, are best 
done by “ grown-ups.” Mr. Seymour Hicks is the Hatter, and is 
a good Hatter. His profile is fortunate, for such was the Hatter’s. 
But the children take the honours—Miss Winifred Hall as the 
Dormouse, Master George Hersee as the Cheshire Cat. The 
Cheshire Cat is perfect, but the wisest little person is the Dor- 
mouse. 


Beethoven's Septet was the chief attraction at the last Saturday 
“ Popular” Concert, and an excellent performance was given 
under the leadership of Lady Hallé. The only blemish was the 
tendency of the clarinettist to assert himself overmuch and drag 
the time. At the same concert Miss Beatrice Spencer sang some 
songs, but took unpardonable liberties with the air “As when the 
Dove,” from “ Acis and Galatea.” Not, however, that there is any 
real danger of the pure cult of Handel becoming extinct so long as 
that devout body of worshippers, the Handel Society, pursues its 
placid progress ; spurred on by an energetic secretary, it year 
after year ambles gracefully through the master’s works, never 
attempting anything very great in the way of a performance and 
never failing badly in what it does attempt. In its lighter moods 
it tosses off such trifles as Wesley’s “Tu exitu Israel,” and 
Brahms’ motet “ Es ist das Heil,” with admirable aplomb. 


The last ballad concert of the year, at Queen’s Hall on Saturday, 
was one of the most enjoyable of the season in its relief from the 
feeble sing-song of the drawing-room. “The Star of Bethlehem” 
was, seemingly, inevitable ; but to set against it there were new 
songs with words by Whittier (“ Hope of the Ages,” S. Liddle) ; 
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the Poet Laureate (“A Wild Rose,” Felix Corbett) ; and W. E. 

Henley (“A Garden Song,” Charles Willeby) ; Miss Ada Crossley 
effective use of her voice in Whittier’s majestic hymn, and in 

Mr, Henley’s song beginning : 

Hither this solemn eventide, 

All flushed and mystical and blue, 

When the late bird sings 

And sweet-breathed garden ghosts walk sudden and wide, 

Hesper, that bringeth all good things, 

Brings me a dream of you. 


Mr. Willeby has given musicianly expression to the poet’s dream 
of “the strange dispeopled silences of sleep.” Admirable also 
was Mr. Plunket Greene in the fourteenth-century German carol 
“In Dulci Jubilo” ; but he and others of his standing should not 
yield to the encore nuisance. 


There is an old adage to the effect that “a man’s all right of 
whom his servants speak well.” Therefore it may be well to point 
out that for his Aldershot command, Sir Redvers Buller takes as 
his personal staff the three officers who served in that capacity 
with him in South Africa. Considering the struggle and stress 
and the yet more trying inactivity which these three officers, Major 
Schofield, Captain Trotter and Captain West, have gone through 
with their chief, it speaks volumes for him that their friendship 
and respect should enable them to again accept such confidential 
appointments under him. They have seen Sir Redvers Buller in 
the hour of reverse, they have been with him through a trying 
campaign, and their enthusiasm for him remains. 


Bridge has been a phenomenon in Clubland since the day 
Lerd Brougham introduced it at the Portland Club, A great 
sensation has just been caused by the committee of one of the 
foremost clubs in London prohibiting Bridge within the precincts. 
The committee have issued a justification of their action by 
stating that they have been compelled to adopt this course to 
preserve harmony. At whist everything has happened before, 
arbitration settles moot points and the game has dignified tradi- 
tions. At Bridge there are no traditions, and the partner who has 
to watch the dealer play a mistaken game in silence too often 
expresses his feelings forcibly after the rubber. There are more 
dissensions in clubs to-day over Bridge than over Gladstone at the 
time of the Home Rule Bill. But the action of this committee 
has aroused much comment, mainly approbatory. 


An experience of an election canvasser in Devonshire as 
narrated in Chamébers’s : 


“ Whom are you voting for, my good fellow?” he asked. 

“1 votes for the lady.” 

“ But there is no lady candidate standing.” 

“Well,” replied Hodge, “ Poll Early’s name comes on my 
voting paper before the names of the two men, and I thought 
I'd vote for her |” 


The German plays at the Comedy Theatre have been more 
amusing than notable of late. Moser’s well-known farce, “‘Das 
Stiftungsfest,” is succeeded by a musical diversion, “ Die Niiherin,” 
and next week something equally rollicking may be put on. 
Goethe’s “ Faust” is promised early in January—but where are the 
moderns? We have had nothing of Halbe, of Schnitzler, of 
Sudermann, and precious little of Hauptmann. There may be 
financial reasons for this lack of enterprise, but, to be quite candid, 
our guests would give us more cause for rejoicing if, instead of a 
multitude of stock comedies—which we are quite capable of 
inventing ourselves—they would introduce us to something more 
consistently representative of the modern German drama. 


A correspondent writes : “ After a prolonged period of absence 

2m home, and having travelled in various parts of the world, one 
thing that strikes me very forcibly since my recent return to this 
country, is the manner in which we excel in sports and pastimes. 
Take, for instance, ice skating, which has come so much into vogue 
since artificial links have been started in London. I have seen many 
ahard winter in various parts of the globe, and enjoyed many a good 
waltz upon the ice ; and I must say that the skaters whom I meet at 
Prince’s as a rule will compare with those ofany nationality amongst 
whom I have enjoyed this excellent recreation. Well groomed 
from head to foot, they have an abundance of latent muscular 
energy—one of nature’s greatest gifts. 1 often pause to watch the 
Say throng as they whirl along. I notice, too, fresh faces, both on 
tthe ice and chairs, and it is evident that skating is daily becoming 
More popular—and justly so. How different this to the semi- 
rbed atmosphere of the crowded drawing-room! The rink is 
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well got up ; but I think, perhaps, that the tropical scenery, so well 


painted on the walls, might give place to glimpses of a more arctic . 


nature.” 


COMMENTS OF A COUNTESS 


99 Belgrave Square, $.W. 


THE Frenchwoman who said the cares of life were entirely due 
to its pleasures was thinking, obviously, of Christmas presents. 
It may be more blessed to give than to receive, but it is much 
more tiresome. Christmas presents have grown into a craze, 
which is excellent for trade, but most harassing to benevolent 
people with a large acquaintance. Every paper one takes up is 
filled with articles containing all sorts of impossible suggestions 
on the subject, the columns devoted to the pushing of certain 
wares being the modern counterpart of the apprentices who in 
former days used to stand at the shop-doors crying “ Buy, buy” 
in good old English fashion. I suppose a certain number of 
people are guided in the matter of selection by the writers of these 
articles, just as certain young women apparently allow editors to 
arrange their matrimonial affairs for them. Personally, I like 
exercising my own individuality in these little matters. 

Not long ago I read in a monthly magazine for girls the follow- 
ing answer to a query, “ We should not advise you to make it a 
subject for earnest prayer that your mother should allow you to 
marry a black man,” and any penny weekly paper intended for the 
home will be found to contain much ‘wholesome advice on the 
choice of a husband. I suppose the sales which immediately 
follow Christmas are due to the neglect of the public to follow the 
weird suggestions as to suitable offerings. It is wonderful to read 
the adjectives describing the most commonplace articles of apparel 
or furniture. A blanket becomes, under the inspired pen of the 
journalist, “a dainty offering,” and there is an “exclusive cachet 
of novelty” about a linen tea-cloth which has already survived 


two sales and the consequent fingering. One paper solemnly . 


recommends a bottle of Scrubb’s ammonia as a welcome 
gift, and another, since we are on the subject of cleanliness, 
a sponge. I doubt if either of these somewhat suggestive 
gifts would be enthusiastically received by any one, and they 
remind me of a certain well-known lady in Society who 
could not imagine why seven different friends had sent her boxes 
of soap. The point of the joke was that everybody else could see 
the outward and visible sign of this admonitory hit. There is one 
class of Christmas-present givers who are particularly trying. I 
allude to the people who send you a gift in order to become more 
intimate with you. These are invariably the people you desire to 
keep at the distance of polite toleration. The gift places you in 
an uncomfortable position; you are bound to accept it, and it is 
so handsome that you have not the heart to hide it in a spare 
bedroom. So you put it in the drawing-room, where everybody 
admires it and asks where you got it. After this you cannot well 
ignore the giver. On the principle of nod/esse oblige I cannot eat 
a bun and refuse to pay the baker. Therefore something has to 
be done in return. Of course they want to be asked to dinner, 
and, of course, one ends by doing it. Well, such is the society of 
all sorts and conditions of men and women in which we move. 

An enterprising paper has sent Carlton a typed letter, but no 
cheque in it, asking what is the happiest Christmas he ever spent, 
and what was his nicest Christmas present. Carlton by not reply- 
ing has deprived thousands of anxious readers of a great deal of 
instructive knowledge, though he persists in thinking the matter 
of no public importance. As for me, I am always looking forward 
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to my happiest Christmas, because it will be the one on which I 
forget all about the festive season. But until I occupy an island 
in the Pacific Ocean I do not see how I can hope for this illusion. 
Of course my nicest present is the biggest cheque I ever received. 
When I asked my mother-in-law what was the nicest Christmas 
she ever spent, she replied no one was intended to be happy, and 
she prided herself on having always done her duty. I cannot rise to 
that standard. Mine is to wish she and all a very cheery Christmas, 
and I hope that we may be healthier, wealthier, and wiser this 
time next year. 

Everybody except children grumbles at Christmas and votes 
it an intolerable season. Yet it is people’s own fault if they are 
bored. If they would only look at it from a rational point of view 
and not set out with the idea that they must be cheerful, they 
would not feel quite so gloomy. It stands to reason that if you 
partake of a solid and thoroughly indigestible meal in the middle 
of the day, surrounded by your small brothers and elder sisters, 
your maiden aunts and your great-grandmother, your chances of 
genuine gaiety are scanty, and the assumed cheerfulness of so 
many near relations is sure to have a damping effect on your 
spirits. I like most of my relations individually, but I dislike 
them in a crowd, and they do not go well with plum-pudding, so I 
refused an invitation to a country-house party where I knew I 
should be swamped in them. Carlton’s relief was great, and to 
reward me for my self-sacrifice he is taking me and several other 
kindred spirits to lunch at Prince’s on Christmas Day. But 
the difficulty I have experienced in getting up this innocent 
lunch party is really incredible. If there is one idea 
firmly rooted in the British mind, it is that of a depres- 
sing day spent in the bosom of one’s family, and though 
Society is gradually awaking to a sense of its absurdity I foresee 
this cherished institution will never be abandoned by the middle 
classes. ‘What does Society do at Christmas?” is one of the 
social conundrums one has occasionally to confront. Why, no- 
thing at all. What does Society ever do beyond eating, drinking, 
and amusing itself, thereby providing intense interest to many 
thousands of readers of Society papers? Just now we are addicted 
to taking our meals at restaurants, having no time for taking them 
at home. We are all rushing wildly about, shopping, catching 
trains back to the shires, missing foreign mails, losing our 
purses, forgetting engagements, distracted, bewildered, and in- 
veighing against Christmas and its attendant customs, which we 
would rather die than have the originality to ignore. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


ASSISTANT MASTERS AND THE HEADMASTERS’ 
CONFERENCE 
Zo the Editor of THE OUTLOOK 


Mr. R. B. CLARK is mistaken in saying that the Assistant 
Masters’ Association is “in no sense representative.” It repre- 
sents between four and five hundred secondary schools, amongst 
them Eton, Winchester, Charterhouse, Rugby, Clifton, Upping- 
ham, Wellington, St. Paul’s, City of London, Merchant Taylors’, 
Manchester, Liverpool, King Edward’s, Birmingham, and a 
number of others of the same kind. 

Moreover, it is becoming more representative every week, and 
it is not unlikely that it will before long include the majority of 
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assistants in secondary schools. The “hard and fast line between 
headmasters and assistants” was not drawn by this Association, 
which was formed as a complement of the associations of head. 
masters. If the union of headmasters and assistants were pro- 
posed by the headmasters and rejected by the assistants, which it 
never has been, Mr. Clark’s words would be correct. There are 
many arguments in favour of Union, but the time is not yet ripe 
for the proposal, and that proposal could not come from the 
assistants. May I suggest that Mr. Clark should try what can be 
done with our existing organisation of 1,800 members before start. 
ing a new one? W. H. D. Rouse, 
Hon. Sec. Assistant Masters’ Association, 
Rugby, December 15. 


EPITAPHS 
Zo the Editor of Tuk Outlook 


Referring to the epitaph in your current issue, p. 634, it seems 
to me that it is an echo of one I once copied from an old tomb 
stone in Cornwall, and which from memory runs thus : 


Here lies the body of Joan Carthew 

Born at St. Columb, died at St. Ewe. 

Of children she had five, 

Two are dead, three are alive ; 

Those that are dead choosing rather 

To die with their mother than live with their father, 


RITA Fox. 
Zo the Editor of Tuk OUTLOOK 


Have you seen the annexed epitaph? I found it the day of 
Lord Beaconsfield’s funeral in Hughenden Churchyard. I quote 
from memory : 


Sacred to the memory of John Guy, &c. 
In coffin made without a nail ; 

Without a shroud his limbs to hide ; 

For what can pomp or show avail, 

Or purple pall to swell the pride ? 

Here lies John Guy beneath the sod, 
Who loved his friend and feared his God. 


Also Mary his wife. 


Constitutional Club, December 16. CHAS. WILLIAMS, 


[We beg to thank other correspondents who have called our 
attention to the St. Ewe (or St. Cue) epitaph.—Ep.] 


* ALICE”’ IN THE NURSERY 
To the Editor of Tuk OUTLOOK 


I was very much interested in Mr. Grant Richards’ article on 
“Juvenile Literature” in your issue of December 1, particularly 
that portion of it dealing with the late “ Lewis Carroll” and his 
immortal “Alice.” Some people, Mr. Richards tells us, assert 
that “Alice” is pushed upon the nursery by fond parents, and the 
children pretend to like it because, evidently, it is mother’s or 
father’s wish. “Then,” says Mr. Richards, “I should like to hear 
what the children have to say themselves upon the matter.” 

I am a father, with an only daughter, fourteen years of age, and 
for the last three years this book has been her never-ending source 
of joy and comfort. I told her about “the article,” and wanted her 
to write in reply, but this task she left to me. Often when I am 
perusing some masterpiece of literature, say, Dante, or Shake- 
speare, or Milton, she will bid me listen to her recital of some 
choice “ tit-bit ” from what she will call “ her Dante,” or “ Milton,” 
a passage which she has probably read to mea dozen times before, 
but perennially fresh and interesting to her, and this I take to be 
proof that it is great literature, with the power of universally 
amusing, pleasing, educating. 

Has she felt her music lesson to be poor and unenjoyable, then 
down she sits to her “ classic,” and, after wandering with “Alice” 
awhile, recovers the right mood and power for work. Has she 
been censured for neglect of some domestic duty, or, perhaps I 
should say, forgetfulness, a short time with “Alice” heals the 
wound and quickly helps to get things right. ‘ Alice” seems 4 
very presence that she can talk to, and see, and get consolation 
from. She has a goodly collection of other “ juvenile literature,” 
but it all gives way to “Alice,” like the lesser bards to Shake- 
speare. 

Perhaps Mr. Richards may find in this experience further 
evidence of his correct judgment in describing “ Alice” as a great 
book in its own class. 


Leeds, JOHN D. HaRDISTY. 
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A SNAKE PUZZLE 


Io the Editor of THE OUTLOOK 

Mr. J. L. Bevir is not the only person who has set me a reptilian 
conundrum this week, but I am sure that any “ explanation ” I 
could offer of the truly remarkable case he had related to him 
would quite spoil the narrative, which as it stands is as good a snake 
story as I have read for some time. There are one or two points 
on which I should like a little more light, but the last sentence in 
Mr. Bevir’s letter deters me. A very slight alteration in the 
wording of that sentence will give the only explanation I venture 
to offer. ‘I look for a gleam of humour in ‘ Mr. Bevir’s’ eye. I 
say nothing.” - 

Last week Mr. F. G. Aflalo, writing “About Animals,” asks 
me to pause and contemplate the picture of an adder taking a 
flying leap over a hedge with her young ones in her coils (a de- 
scription of which event he had read). This time the “ gleam of 
humour” is writ large, and once more | say nothing. 

Another correspondent sends me a postcard with a brief request 
to “kindly explain Psalm lviii., verse 4.” If he will send me his 
address, I will be glad to tell him something about the adder’s 
hearing apparatus, and to refer him to Mr. Bevir for the theclogical 
application of the passage. GERALD LEIGHTON. 


To the Editor of THE OUTLOOK 


The Rev. Signor Luigi Pepi is evidently well up in medizval 
medical lore. His snake story is a reminiscence of a recipe much 
in use in the fourteenth century. I copy it you from Prof. Henslow’s 
book (“ Medical Works of the Fourteenth Century.” London. 
1899) : 

For nedder or snake that is crope into a mannys body.— 
Take a fat loyne of veel and rost it, and take a panneful of 
swete mylke sumdel warm, and set it to feet the fro; thanne 
hang the man be the feet, so that hys mouthe be but litel fro 
the flesch ; and late hym opyn hys mouthe that the savour 
may go up to hys body; and loke ther be no-body in the 
hous but hydde behyinde sumqwat ; and late iche of hem have 
in hys hond a besom, and thei schul se the vermynn come out 
and bityn of the flech, and aftyr go to the mylke, and drynke, 
and thenne late hem be redy and sle it; do so tille alle be 
out ; and aftyr gif hym good drynke til he be hool. 


Epworth, Dec. 19. C. C. BELL. 


SOME MAGAZINES 


Tue New Year Number of the Pall Mall Magazine appears under 
a new editorship, that of Mr. George R. Halkett. It is a bright number, 
with contributions by Winston Churchill, M.P., William Archer, Elizabeth 
Robins, Max Beerbohm, and Evelyn Sharp, and the usual good pictures. 
But there is a fly in the ointment, for we are threatened with an attack of 
Mr. Harold Begbie, who begins a series called ‘* Common Heroes ” with 
thymes about a curate in this wise : 


He’s a booby, he’s a noodle, he’s a simpleton and ninny, 
Silly little curate, you are only food for fun ! 

Was there ever such a noddy? Is there soul in such a body? 
Stupid little curate with your stammer and your bun ! 


Of course the curate is patted on the back in the next stanza—‘ His 
fingers smooth the pillow for the dying docker’s head,” and so on. All 
the same, the sentiment is innately bad, not to say a distinct cut below the 
fall Mail \evel. 


The Monthly Review improves. In the current issue will be found 
three excellent political articles, together with ‘‘ Letters Relating to the 
Love Episode of William Pitt,” introduced by Lord Rosebery, an article 
on field guns, by ‘* Galeatus,” a poem by Mrs. Meynell, and several other 
notable features. Mr. Anthony Hope continues his serial story ‘* Tristram 
of Blent,” and with an estimate of Giotto contributed by Roger E. Fry 
there are some interesting illustrations. 


It is seldom that a monthly brings together in one number sucha 
galaxy of talent as shines in the December issue of the North American 
Review, which includes articles by Honoré de Balzac, W. J. Bryan (the 
Democratic candidate for the United States Presidency), Lord Charles 
Beresford, Frederic Harrison, Elizabeth Robins, and W. D. Howells. 
Lord Charles Beresford writes with his usual freedom on ‘The Future of 
the Anglo-Saxon Race.” ‘There are rocks ahead,” he says, ** which 
May yet wreck the Anglo-Saxon barque. . . . British Society has been 
€aten into by the canker of money. From the top downwards the tree is 
rotten. The most immoral pose before the public as the most philan- 
thropic, and as doers of all good works. Beauty is the slave of gold, and 
Intellect, led by Beauty, unknowingly dances in the strings which are 
Pulled by Plutocracy.” We were not aware that it was quite so bad as all 
that. But Lord Charles Beresford knows his British Society. 
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A CAROL 


Tue angel Gabrielle from God 
Was sent to Galilee, 

Unto a Virgin free and fair 
Whose name was called Mary. 
And when the angel thither came 
He fell down on his knee, 

And, looking in the Virgin’s face, 
He said, * All hail, Mary !” 


Now sing we all, both grete and small, 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell. 

We may rejoyce to hear the voyce 

Of the angel Gabrielle., 


Mary anon looked him upon, 

And sayd: ‘Sir, what are ye? 

I marvell much at these tydynges 
That thou hast brought to me. 
Married am I to an old man, 

As the lot fell unto me. 
Therefore, I pray, depart away, 
For I stand in doubt of thee.” 


‘* Mary,” he sayd, “‘ be not afrayd, 

But even believe in me. 

The power of the Holy Ghost 

Shall overshadow thee. 

Thou shalt conceive withouten grief 

As the Lord told unto me. 

God’s own dear Son from Heaven shall come 
And shall be born of thee.” 


This came to pass as God’s wyll was 
Even as the angel tolde : 

About midnight an angel bright 

Came to the shepherds’ folde, 

And told them then both where and when 
Born was the chylde our Lord, 

And all along this was their song : 

All glory be given to God! 


Good people all, both grete and small, 

The which do hear my voyce, 

With one accorde let’s praise the Lord 

And in our hearts rejoice. 

Like sister and brother let us love one another 
Whilst we our lives do spend, 

Whilst we have space let us pray for grace, 
So let my carol end. 


«Vow sing we all, both grete and small, 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell. 

We may rejoyce to hear the voyce 

Of the angel Gabrielle. 
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TRIUMPHANT BRIDGE 


‘I woutpn’t play the silly game,” said an old whist 
playing doctor a year ago, when asked to make up a table 
at Bridge. The other day he was to be seen bringing jg 
the odd trick in ‘‘no trumps” from an unsatisf; 
‘*dummy,” with all his ancient whist skill and keenness, 
and the added exhilaration of the gamble which there js jp 
Bridge. For that is what it comes to: Bridge has Super. 
seded the old whist because of the element of fortune, 
chance, or luck—call it what you may—which proves such 
a tempter to us all. The world is full enough of calculg. 
tions and scientific accuracies. Every day it becomes 
fuller of them, and ever fewer grow the benefits dropped 
as it were from Heaven. Now, by the inspiration of the 
man who invented Bridge, nine-tenths of the card-players 
of London sit down in the perennial hope of opening up their 
own deal to find a crushing ‘‘no-trumper,” and making a 
‘‘big slam’’—the “large or hairy slam,” as some fan. 
tastic humorist has named it—signifying the taking of alj 
thirteen tricks. A rare animal it is, living remote from the 
haunts of man. The smaller or smooth-skinned variety 
is more common. It allows one trick to the opponents, 
say one finesse gone wrong. And you should have seep 
the converted whist doctor checking the marker, exacting 
from him the full rigour of the game, and no deduction! 
‘* Four aces in one hand, 100 above the line; and another 
40 for a big slam, please ; and 84 below.” 

In these mysteries of scoring and the combinations of 
value in honours and suits lies half the fascination of the 
game. There are few pleasures to equal the suppressed 
excitement of the moments that elapse while the dealer 
is deciding what he shall ‘“‘go.” Some dealers take 
minutes—not moments. Others reveal their hand by the 
amount of time they take todetermine. For it is a mirror 
of human nature is Bridge. There is the man, for ex- 
ample, who goes through his cards four or five times and 
then ‘‘leaves it” to his partner. That betokens a 
moderately good hand all round. Or, after much ponder. 
ing, perhaps he declares diamonds himself, and shows his 
opponents thereby that he has a possible hand in hearts, 
But when without hesitation he radiantly announces 
hearts or ‘‘ no trumps,” then you may know he has “got 
them all,” or as much as will certainly see him through, 
But there is also the man—the cunning, foxy man—who 
says dolorously, ‘‘ I'll try hearts,” and then you may feel 
certain—when you have played with him often enough— 
that he also is pretty safe. When that man says briskly, 
loudly, decisively ‘‘ Hearts!’ you come to know he is 
trying to stop a possible ‘‘ double.” Ah, that doubling! 
That is another of the fascinations of Bridge. The 
pleasure, the joy, the ineffable delight of finding six cards 
in your hand—two of them honours—of the suit the oppo 
nent has declared. ‘‘ Double,” say you promptly, if you 
are a simple child of nature ; but if a ‘‘ canny,” “‘ pawky,” 
foxy man, you will prefer, perhaps, ‘1 think I will double.” 
Then the old whist doctor comes down on you witha 
reprimand: ‘‘No ‘thinks,’ please; ‘thinks’ are hints. 
Play the game without observation.” 

The doctor is quite right. It is such a dreadful game 
for showing up the weak, the unconsidered, even the 
seamy corners of human nature that only the bare recog- 
nised formulz should be permitted. But even then you 
could not eliminate or suppress the lifted eyebrows, the 
‘‘ very-sorry-partner” tone of voice, and all the thousand 
and one involuntary means by which depressed or elated 
humanity reveals its feelings. Very few players can coa- 
fess to ‘“‘ Spades !” when the declaration has been passed 
to them without implying that ‘‘ Spades!” is but half of 
what they would like to say, and that other half not 
printable. For spades at Bridge are the last depressing 
refuge of the unlucky. Spades count but two points per 
trick ; clubs are a little better with four points ; diamonds 
reach to six; hearts go over them with eight; and ‘No 
trumps "—glory of glories—are reckoned twelve points. 
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Time was, when whist ruled the land, that spades were 
as good a trump suit as any other. Bridge has altered the 
sentiment of the suits altogether. Hearts are now a 
kind of fairy gift. The very look of them in your 
hand—as dealer—causes a thrill of emotion. So, but in 
alesser degree, with diamonds. Hearts are royal; dia- 
monds, noble. Clubs are not even gentry; and as for 
spades—faugh ! No dealer wants spades beyond ace and 
king to help him to “‘no trumps.” And, to come back 
to doubling, when the dealer has made hearts, decorously, 
dolorously, or confidently, as fits his nature and character, 
and you consider that you can snatch the odd trick with 
your hearts and other cards, you double his eight points. 
Then you will clearly observe a man’s real character. If 
he likes he can double you in return; and behold you are 
at thirty-two points per trick. Thirty points make a 
game, and with a score of love-all one side must win that 
game. But Bridge is not at all a game for bluff. The 
play of the cards is pure whist with one hand—the anti- 
dealer’s—exposed after the first card is led. So the dealer 
(and declarer) has to make up his mind what you are 
doubling upon. Strength all round, or strength in trumps ? 
That is one of the situations which show your fellow-man 
clearly. Bridge is the x-rays of games when there is 
any doubling about. Some players always double spades, 
being but two points per trick, for fun, which is a very 
foolish thing to do. For a spade declaration does not 
necessarily mean poverty. It may be compulsory from a 
hand of seven spades and no other making card. Then 
at the end of the rubber comes in the old whist doctor: 
“Sir, if you had not foolishly doubled these spades we 
should still have had a deal and a good chance of winning.” 
Which is true wisdom. 

In fact, the best Bridge players are the experienced, 
seasoned whist fogies. They all start by cursing the new 
game, but they are rapidly being drawn into its whirlpool. 
Its felicities surpass any possible triumphs of whist. Com- 
bined with golf it gives a character to the closing century. 
This is the Golf-Bridge age. ‘‘I had one really happy 
day last week,” said a Bridgeman golfer; ‘‘I won my 
match with a twenty-feet putt on the last green ; and after- 
wards in the card-room I landed a big slam in no trumps.” 
The gods play strange freaks, for the man could neither 
play golf nor Bridge respectably. W. L. W. 


THE HOUSEKEEPERS: A TRAGEDY 


In principio 
Mulier est hominis confusio, 
Madame, the sentence of this Latyn is, 
“ Womman is mannés joye, and al his blis.” 


“I SHALL want birds for dinner, Max—six or seven.” 

“Yes, I think I can shoot that much. And you must cook 
things for me while I am gone—cabbages, you know, and potatoes, 
and all that.” 

The Hunter strode forth into the forest of the rose-bushes, and 
prepared to climb the heights of the rockery. His bow was in his 
hand, but it had to be bent with great care lest it should break ; it 
was of his own manufacture, and so were the arrows, which he 
had feathered with quills from the old hat of his eldest sister, 
pointing them with great care, and with the aid of a precious 
broken-bladed knife. 

The Wife remained in the summer-house, and for a few moments 
looked wistfully after the departing form of the Hunter. For her, 
too, it would have been pleasant to wander over the hills and 
Plains of the garden the livelong morning. These joys, however, 
are not for the Wife. She must stay in the home, cabbages and 
Potatoes must be cooked in preparation for the Hunter’s return ; 
and Woman must not descend from the pedestal on which she 
performs this duty. It is the arrangement of Nature. 

She began to sweep out the hut, an old broom having been 
eft convenient by a careless gardener boy. But the proceeding 
Was not satisfactory ; the dust rose in her face, and made her 
Sneeze. And she was sure it was settling in her hair, from which 
tcould not easily be extracted. A hut, therefore, is better left 
unswept. She turned her attention to cookery, which is inevitable. 
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Laboriously she gathered stones, choosing the darkest, so that 
the less burden might be laid on her hard-worked imagination, and 
put them together for her hearth fires. Pans were necessary for 
her cooking, and the neighbourhood yielded beautiful pieces of 
broken crockery, and dear little flower-pots, such as should always 
be scattered about for the play of the children. They are admirable 
vessels for the cooking of leaves from the ivy and the lime-trees 
and the geraniums. The Wife noticed with distress that they had 
holes in them. Cooking-pans shouldn’t have holes ; but, after all, 
what is the good of an imagination if you don’t use it ? 

“I will have make-believe water,” said she to herself, “and 
that is much nicer than the real. It doesn’t make you in a mess.” 

She collected her vegetables ; a few chocolates, remnants of 
Aunt Sophia’s last gift, would serve for puddings ; but still she 
gazed at the collection dissatisfied. Something more striking, 
more substantial, was needed. Ivy and geranium had served her 
purpose before. The Hunter, when he returned, would certainly 
look with scorn on his simple meal, and ask if there was nothing 
better than that. 

Suddenly she caught sight of something on the greenhouse 
roof that would exactly serve her need. Fat ears of maize 
were laid there in the sun. Here was the real thing which the 
Huntsman should have, and hastily she went to secure it. Soon 
two fine ears were broken from the long stalks. Nothing but 
paper dishes were noble enough to contain these, and she remem- 
bered where two delightful and strong pieces of paper lay in the 
hall. 

When the Hunter returned, birds in hand (it is easy to make 
up bunches of feathers near the hen-house), the preparations for 
his dinner were proudly regarded by the Wife. The Hunter was 
proud also ; proud of possessing such a wife, of so much capability 
and understanding ; not like Jack Rush’s sister, that was no good 
for anything except looking in shop-windows and talking about 
dresses and how to do your hair. He looked upon her cabbages 
and green peas, while she prepared a twisting-jack for his game. 
An oven is good if you have nothing else; and a hole in the 
ground is more truly uncivilised, but it often spoils the look of 
things when you dig them up, however carefully they may have 
been wrapped in leaves (cf, for the method, stories of Indian life, 
passim). But a twisting-jack is the best fun. 

The Wife was suddenly startled from her cooking operations by 
a strange and inarticulate sound. She turned quickly to see the 
Hunter staring at her pretty paper dishes which held the maize, 
and she unfortunately mistook the cause of his emotion. 

“ Aren’t they nice?” she joyously cried. “I’ve been so vexed 
because we hadn’t any nice bread—only make-believe—saved from 
breakfast. And crusts aren’t really good !” 

“ You—you —you-—” spluttered the boy, unable to find ex- 
pression for his fury. 

The little girl in the pinafore slowly grew quite white. Some- 
thing terrible had happened, though she did not comprehend 
exactly what it was. Max was very angry with her, and she 
expected him to be so pleased. You never can tell how a boy 
will take things: girls are easy enough. 

It was impossible to find words for one stunned with such a 
blow. 

“That was my Indian corn,” the boy cried at last. “My 
Indian corn that I’d taken such pains to grow all the summer, 
and it was nearly ripe. And now you've spoilt it all. And you’ve 
taken my cartridge-paper. I won’t have anything more to do with 
you. You can just play alone. What’s the use of girls?” He 
marched off, majestic in indignation, and would not cast a glance 
behind, 

The Wife stood and gazed after him as he went. She shed no 
tears, because tears are inadequate to such a situation. He passed 
through the little gate into the paddock, and presently she saw 
him kneeling by the pond, very busy. She longed to go and 
join him in this business; there were a hundred interesting 
occupations about the pond ; but all their intercourse was broken 
off, and she could never again stand by his side and help. 

She turned, and was struck by the disorder of the hut. Max, 
in his passionate outburst, had kicked her fires,and her dishes, 
and all her pretty preparations flying. The household dinner was 
lying about the floor of the hut. So she rose and made everything 
tidy, put the pots and pieces of pots in rows on retired ledges of 
the porch, kicked away leaves and feathers and stones. There 
remained only the puddings of chocolate creams. 

She was heartbroken, and yet it was a great pity that they 
should be wasted. “It’s queer,” said the Wife, “but chocolates 
are just as nice after you’ve cried over them.” So they dis- 
appeared in the way destined for chocolates, and she felt better. 
And now, what to do? Her domestic engagements were at an 
end ; there appeared to be much of a lovely morning still left, 
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and she had the advantages and disadvantages of solitude. She 
was quite free to do as she chose ; but there was no playmate. 

She meditated a while and then an incautious black kitten 
happened to look round the corner of the hut. The Wife sprang 
up. “Oh, my precious child, Amenophis,” she cried, “how could 
I forget you so long? And you so ill, and wanting so much care !” 
The kitten struggled a while, but presently, recognising that it 
was struggling with a superior force, lay still and even submitted 
to be wrapped in a duster. It suffered much, and was dandled, 
patted on the back, jigged up and down; it heard many songs 
and hymns, and finally went to sleep to pass the time. 

Presently a manly step sounded on the gravel, and the Hunter 
appeared. “I’m hungry,” he said cheer‘ully ; “where’s those 
puddings? Let’s have some. Oh, put down that wretched 
kitten. You’re always playing with it and forgetting everything 
else.” And he threw a pot after Amenophis as she hurried cheer- 
fully off, freeing herself from the duster. 

“Why, Max, I’m sorry,” said the Wife, “but there aren’t any 
left. I’ve eaten them.” 

“ You greedy thing,” he answered ; “you mean to say you’ve 
eaten all that lot, and never kept one forme? And after you'd 
spoiled my things and all! Well, I think you might have saved 
me one or two, at any rate.” 

She looked sorrowfully at the neat rows of empty dishes. “I 
would, if I’d known you were coming back,” she said. 

“Then you might have known. I wouldn’t be selfish if I were 
you.” 

Quite suddenly and unexpectedly, the last remnant of her 
patience deserted her. 

“ Look here, let’s give it up,” she said. “I won't be your wife 
any longer, and you can have somebody else.” 

“ But you’ve got to be. There isn’t anybody else,” he answered 
in dejection. A. 5. 6. 


SONG 


How oft arise through mists of years, 
In hours of gentle sadness, 

Dreams of a face seen once with tears, 
Whose smile was then our gladness ! 

Like, yet unlike, the light that guides 
The storm-tossed o’er the ocean, 

Deep in our souls that face abides, 
Cherished with true devotion. 


Such moments come to soothe and bless, 
To touch with gleams of glory, 

Drawn from some bygone happiness, 
In life’s too dreary story. 

So well it is when lonely lies 
Life’s path now girt with sorrow, 

That this dear vision should arise, 
Which from our past we borrow. 


MACKENZIE BELL. 


CHRISTMAS NUMBERS 


THE Christmas Number of The Sphere boasts no fewer than three 
supplements, so that it is a fat issue. There is matter in it to please 
everybody, including the children. Indeed, we think that the eight large 
coloured plates which form the Sphere’s ** Children’s Supplement ” (five of 
them by Ceci? Aldin, two by F. Newton-Shepard, and one by Zom Browne) 
will be more welcome in the nursery than many of the expensive toy-books 
which the season has produced. There are further excellent drawings by 
Dudley Hardy, R.J., Bernard Partridge, and John Hassall, and fine 
reproductions of Sir Joshua Reynolds’ ** The Age of Innocence,” and 7. 
C. Gotch’s great picture ‘ Alleluia.” On the literary side, the number 
includes a poem by 7homas Hardy, a story by J. K. Jerome, and a sketch 
by Pett Ridge. Altogether a capital shillingsworth. 

The ‘*Grand Christmas Double Number” of The King is full of 
interesting portraits arranged under the heads of ‘* Somebodies of the 
Century,” ‘*Wardens of the Empire,” and ‘‘Women’s Progress in the 
Nineteenth Century.” Mr. Mostyn T. Pigott supplies a sort of 
humorous rhymed fantasy entitled ‘* The Meeting of the Centuries,” and 
the number, as a whole, is both seasonable and acceptable. 

By way of celebrating the festive season the Topical Times issues a 
special ‘‘ Pantomime Supplement,” which gives particulars of all the 
pantomimes forthcoming at the Metropolitan theatres, central and suburban, 
together with portraits and short biographical sketches of the principal 
artists engaged. This is an original idea, and it has been admirably 
worked out. The ‘‘ Pantomime Supplement” is presented gratis with 


the issue of the Zopical T7mes for December 15. 
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A GAME FOR GROWN-UPS 


QUITE a number of books have appeared of late containj 
instructions for nice games to amuse the dear children. But 
should no attention be paid to the needs of their elders? Ag ay 
example of what we would suggest let us take 


SHOPPING BY POST 


This is a sort of chess, specially suited to persons living in the 
country. The materials required for it are pen, ink, paper, postal 


orders, an average tradesman, and a florid vocabulary. 


You are 


allowed the first move, and your object is to drive the ave 
tradesman into a corner, thus compelling him to supply you wig 
what you want. A brief specimen game will show the method of 


play : 
WHITE (First Player) 


1. Please send by return one 
of your 7s. 6d. stylographic pens. 
P.O. enclosed. 

2. Pen ordered four days ago 
not arrived (d). 

3. Still without pen. 
most vexatious. 

4. Have received card-case, 
photograph album, and three 
copies of Tennyson’s poems. 
Gross carelessness. Am _ re- 
turning these. 

5. Apparently under impres- 
sion that pen is intended for 
remote posterity. Required, 
however, for my own use, and, 
if possible, before I reach ex- 
treme old age. Try to grasp 
this fact (@). 

6. Delay perfectly mon- 
strous. Ofall the idiotic mudd- 
lers, &c. 


Delay 


7. Shall put matter in solici- 
tor’s hands (/). 


8. Pen  received—at last. 
P.O. was sent with order. 
Doubtless your memory does 
not go back to that remote date. 


BLACK (The Average Trades. 
man) 


1. Kind order to hand ; shal 
receive immediate attention (qj, 


2. Contents of your favoy 
noted. 

3. Many apologies. The 
goods are sent herewith. 

4. Regret that stylo was not 
sent with other gocds. Remit. 
tance for card-case, photo. 
album and three Tennyson 
will oblige (c). 

5. Kind order to hand, shall 
receive immediate attention, 
Descriptive catalogue of Sun. 
day-School prizes, in a variety 
of ornamental bindings, is en 
closed herewith. 


6. Contents of your favour 
noted. Could supply the car 
riage-clock without case for 
£3 11s. 6d. Kindly advise on 


this (e). 
7. Am sending you stylo, 
to-day. Remittance for 7s. 64 


by return will oblige. Hope for 
continuance of esteemed com- 
mands. 


(Black resigns.) 


Notes on the above game 


(a2) These are the regular opening moves in the Purchasers 


Gambit. 
(6) A trifle weak, perhaps? 
at once? 


Why not play “ order cancelled’ 


(c) Notice Black’s counter-attack at this point. 
(a) This is the sarcastic variation, approved by many autho 


rities. 


But recent analysis tends to discredit its usefulness. 
(e) Black might also play here “ out of stock at present. 


Con- 


signment from manufacturer expected shortly,” beginning a long 


and stubborn defence. 


(f) This is a fine move, bringing the game to a speedy com 


clusion. 


hopeless. 


Black’s answer, with a last attempt at counter-attack it 
it, is perhaps as good as any other. 


But his position is now 
ANTHONY C, DEANE. 


A JOURNALIST writes us :—“ There is nothing easier than to live 
in Fleet Street, despite the convictions abroad to the contrat. 
To-day, for instance, I went into a restaurant for luncheon. Jus 
as my soup was being served I happened to put my hand in my 


pocket and found I had no money. 


I immediately explained 


the waiter. ‘ Never mind, sir,’ he said, ‘it doesn’t matter. Pay 
next time you come.’ About five o'clock, still penniless, and still 
forgetting the fact, I went into a tea shop and ordered a cup of 
tea ; then I was suddenly struck with horror at what I had done, 


and again explained and again got the same reply. 


It is true that 


I had visited and duly discharged my obligations at both establish 
ments before—but that is a detail. Judging by the confiding 
manners of its restaurateurs, the frequenters of Fleet Street mus 
be the honestest persons in the world.” 











relap 
hany 
v 


silent 


Dec. 22, 19°] 


MRS. GREEN 
XII 
«Jr's their legs as sets me all of a flutter,” said Mrs. 
Green thoughtfully. 

We were in the apple-shed, talking about bishops, one 
having recently visited the parish for a confirmation. 
Mrs. Green was laying golden russets away in straw, 
and I was taking them out again and eating them, 

“Why ?” I asked. 

“Them black putties, 
strange!” 

«But they aren’t putties, Mrs. Green,” said I. 

Mrs. Green looked at me. 

“You may ca// ’em hanythink you like, in course,” 
she said with dignity. ‘They hallways does call things 
out of their names in church, But, to look at—they’re 
putties.”” 

I dropped the argument and picked out another russet. 

“If you don’ draw it mild on them airpils, Miss,” 
remarked Mrs. Green reprovingly, ‘‘ what'll your pa 
sa ?” 

el don’t know,” I replied cheerfully. 

“Which no more could no one,” said Mrs. Green, 
relapsing into meditation, ‘‘ the Rector ‘avin’ a temper like 
hany hother man.” 

We pursued our respective occupations awhile in 
silence. Presently Mrs. Green stopped again and looked 
at me. 

“An’ that there little napring,” she said in a tone of 
thoughtful reminiscence. ‘‘Ser comic! Ser many little 
hoddments about ’im, so to speak! I should like to see 
‘im took to bits at nights.” 

I felt, with a slight shock, that these were hardly the 
aspirations the Bishop had intended to inspire, but before 
Icould think of an adequate remark, Mrs. Green con- 
tinued : 

“Which ’e mus’ halso take a lot of dressin’ in the 
mornin’s—pins, you might say, in packits. But they’re 
hall married men, in course. ‘’Usbings of one wife,’ the 
Bible ses they ’as for to be, though why they should 
trouble for to mention the fac’ I don’ know, seein’ as ’ow 
a clergyman as wasn’t respectable would never ’ardly 
think for to get ser ‘igh as a bishop.” 

“Their ideas were so different in those days,” I said 
hurriedly. 

“They was,” assented Mrs. Green. ‘‘An’ the less 
said about some on ’em the better.” 

She slowly began once more to stow apples in straw. 

“T never feel guzfe meself in this ‘ere shed,” she re- 
marked gloomily after a minute. 

“Why not, Mrs. Green?” I asked sympathetically. 

“Rats,” replied Mrs. Green tersely. 

“No!” I ejaculated. 

“Well, I ’as my suspicions,” said Mrs. Green wearily. 
“Rustlin’s an’ squeakin’s au’ goawin’s an’ sechlike. But 
Ises nothin’. What ’as ter ve will be, an’ let us expec’ 
no more in sech a wale o’ tears.” 

— I think this barrel is rather low,” I said thought- 
ully, 

I found a higher one, from the top of which I felt I 
should be more competent to deal with fate ; but Mrs. 
Green looked at me with a compassionate and resigned 
smile, and, with a courage I could not but admire, con- 
tinued upon the bare ground, heedless of the fact that 
the enemy might appear at any moment. 

“Don't you feel nervous, Mrs. Green?” I asked. 

‘ “Dooty,” replied Mrs. Green with the air of a martyr, 
comes afore feelin’s. Fur be it from me to flee danger 
When called on for to face the same.” 

The great superiority of this depressed me a little, and 

there was a short silence. 

“Me goin’ into Sevingoaks yesterday,” commenced 
Mrs, Green unexpectedly, in a conversational tone, con- 
touing to stow away apples while she talked, ‘‘ for to see 


” 


exclaimed Mrs. Green, ‘‘ser 


’ 
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me dressmaker about me noo bloose, as I never can get 
meself done justice to in the village, though Mrs. Willis 
is a good woman enough in many ways, if plain to look 
upon, which we can’t all on us be ’andsome, Providence 
doin’ heverythink for the bes’—but well hable, as I was 
sayin’, for to satisfy servingts an’ sechlike, as w#/Z 
hallways go a-spendin’ of their wagis hout of the place, 
instead of layin’ by in penny post-orfices built by Goving- 
ment, as they should do again’ the time when they’re 
called in church, as all ’opes natchrul for to be——” 

She paused, looked doubtfully at me, and plunged into 
perturbed thought. I perceived her dilemma. 

‘You going into Sevenoaks yesterday,” I said in- 
spiringly. 

Mrs. Green’s brow cleared. 

**Yes, me goin’ into Sevingoaks yesterday,” she 
resumed vigorously, ‘‘not as I ’av’n’t done me winter 
shoppin’ hallready, which I ’olds it ter be a foolish thing 
to leave it till late, an’ hall sorts of hailments a-flyin’ 
aroun’, so to speak—pewnomia an’ sechlike—as me 
mother’s huncle-be-marridge died on a-screamin’ to the 
hend, ’e ’avin’ let’ orf ’is winter westis too soon, an’ a- 
drinkin’ ’is beer cold on a neated hinside, in spite of hall 
me mother’s harnt kep’ a-warnin’ on ’im—she a-knowin’ 
well ’ow heasy ser stout a man might be ’urried off to 
’Eving, as it were, an’ ’avin’ no wish, pore soul, for to 
take in washin’ as a widder.” 

Mrs. Green suddenly paused once more, pondered 
deeply for a moment, glanced at me, and pondered anew. 
Finally, with firmly compressed mouth, and a short but 
bitter sigh, she recommenced, assiduously and in silence, 
to stow away apples. 

There was another pause. 

** You going into Sevenoaks yesterday,” I said thought- 
fully, as though the idea had just occurred to me. 

‘*Tt ain’t no use me startin’ again,” said Mrs. Green 
gloomily, ‘‘though you means it kin’, an’ as sech I takes 
it. Ah, I shall be glad when it’s hall hover, an’ I ’as me 
speech once more. ‘ There’s peace, there’s peace in the 
nawful grave,’ as ses the ’im—not a church ’im—chapel— 
church ’ims a-keepin’ careful to ’appier thoughts, as it 
were, a-tryin’ for to make things plesingt, an’ small blame 
to’em. But there'll be no hinsides in ’Eving to muddle a 
person’s ’ead, if what we ’ears of cherubims an’ seruphims 
is true—as 7s mostly wings !—a-makin’ on ’em feel that 
wore out along o’ what they’ve been through, they can 
’ardly say two words straight together, let °em try hever so. 
Which natchrul to me it is not, nor never will be, me 
gettin’ the prize for speakin’ potry at school, hover an’ 
hover again when I was young, ‘ Puppa’s Letter’ bein’ the 
las’ piece I hever spoke, an’ many’s the one as wep’ to 
"ear me.” 

‘* I’m sure they must have,” said I. ‘‘ There’s nothing 
moves me more than to listen to your stories, Mrs. Green.” 

A slow smile of reluctant gratification broke over Mrs. 
Green’s darkened countenance. She sighed. 

‘*And what happened in Sevenoaks?” said I con- 
versationally and cheerfully. ‘‘ Did you have a pleasant 
expedition ?” 

Mrs Green sighed heavily once more; then, with an 
air of dark, yet firm resignation, she began again slowly. 
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‘Me goin’ into Sevingoaks yesterday, an’ nearly 
losin’ me train through firs’ a-meetin’ Mrs. Smith in ’er 
black sating an’ horspreys, an’ ’avin’ for to heggsplain 
careful to ’er ow I come to be ’avin’ me noo bloose made 
in Sevingoaks, she a-knowin’ well, though pertendin’ 
differend, as ’ow Green an’ me bein’ parsonage people, as 
it were, an’ a-feelin’ bounden so for to do, hallways when 
possible an’ not too ruinous nor ’ideous, studies to spen’ 
our seleries gen’rous in the place, we never wishin’, what- 
hever may be spread abroad by scandalisin’ people, for to 
raise no evil feelin’s as might cause hupsets in church 
circles, which I tole ’er so plain, not a-’idin’ of the fac’ 
which hall as ’ad eyes could see, that them as ’as no 
figgers natchrul needn’t to trouble theirselves about 
studyin’ the fit of their clo’es, they never lookin’ much 
more than ’op-poles, an’ that afore the vines is growed, 
whatever they weirs.” 

‘‘And did you catch your train into Sevenoaks?” I 
asked mildly. 

‘‘°’Alfway to the station did I get, an’ more,” replied 
Mrs. Green, flushing with sudden wrath—‘ me ’avin’ 
showed Mrs. Smith ’er mistake, an’ a-sayin’ goodbye to 
’er ’earty—when I finds as ’ow Green ’ad give me six- 
pence instead of ’alf a sovring! Back I ’ad to gallip, if 
you'll believe me, an’ me hinside ser weak an’ all, right 
acrost them there station fields. ’‘Owever, me comin’ 
sudding on Green, as thought I was in Sevingoaks, it give 
’?im sech a turn ’e was hall no-’ow, bein’ forced for to set 
hunexpected in a cabbidge bed, through a-takin’ me for 
me ghos’, an’ a-feelin’ certing as there’d been a naccident 
on the line. Which there ’adn’t been no naccident, nor I 
wasn’t no ghos’, as I showed ’im plain—though well I might 
’a’ been, along of what could ’a’ ’appened in a ninstant, as 
t were, through me a-rushin’ ser fas’ in me Sunday gown, 
as sets ser well, which hevery momingt might ’a’ been me 
nex’ an’ las’.” 

“* And did you catch the train to Sevenoaks?” said I 
gently, as Mrs. Green paused to fan herself violently. 

‘Three minutes to spare,” she replied triumphantly, 
‘fan’ me as pale as pale. Which there ain’t never no need 
to think you can’t catch a train on the South-Heastern, it 
orften ’appening as ’ow you fin’ yourself in the one before, 
when you're a-thinkin’ ’appy an’ breathless as ’ow you’ve 
jus’ caught the one you’re goin’ by. To say nothin’ of the 
one arter,” she added thoughtfully, ‘‘as seldom seems to 
me to go at all.” 

There was a short pause. 

‘* What did you do in Sevenoaks ?” I asked brightly. 

** Well may you harsk,” replied Mrs. Green solemnly, 
‘me ’avin’ ’ad sech a time a-gettin’ there an’ all. It might 
’a’ tried the patience of Job, let alone a saint, which it hall- 
Ways seems to me as Job ‘adn’t no call for to set ’isself ser 
violent in dust an’ ashes like any ole ’en enjyin’ of ’erself 
a-scratlin’ in a n’ole, seein’ as ’ow ’e might ’a’ knowed for 
certing ’Eving ’ud give ’im a noo fam'ly in time, wives 
bein’ that plentiful in them days, an’ the Scripchers not 
a-’avin’ gone ser far as they was forced for to do arter- 
wards. ’Owever, ’e ’ad ’is trials, no doubt—though so ’s 
hothers, an’ whether it’s houtside, as ’is was, pore feller, 
or hinside, as some ’as to bear, we’re hall on us worms of 
hearth, as ses the ’im, to] say nothin’ of hashes, as seems 
to me bes’ lef’ to poultry.” 

Mrs. Green paused for breath, and I struck in hurriedly. 
‘‘Did you have a pleasant time in Sevenoaks, Mrs. 
Green?” ° 

‘* What I was tryin’ for to tell you,” said Mrs. Green, 
with a glance of the sternest dignity—‘‘if you'd give me 
the chanst, Miss—was somethin’ as ’appinged in Seving- 
oaks yesterday, as you might like to tell your pa, ’e 
bein’ that set on politicks. Me travellin’ to Sevingoaks 
be rail, which the kerridge as I got into was that full of 
milingtary, I ’ardly ’ad room to set, but never said no word, 
for hif there’s hanythink I hadmire it’s the soldiers as is 
comin’ back from droppin’ dead for their Queen an’ 
country, bless "em—brave ’earts an’ a bole bearin’ bein’ 
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what I hallways did look to from a chil’, seein’ as ‘ow 
there’s few things I fears meself, an’——” 

‘* What was ¢hat?” said I, with sudden excitement, 

“What! Where?” ejaculated Mrs. Green with 
horrified leap in the air. 

‘* There!” said I breathlessly, pointing to a distant 
corner. 

Mrs. Green looked. As she did so the straw heaved 
again and a shining eye looked out. 

It was a rat. 

The instant and terrific yell that rang through the sheq 
startled me to such an extent I fell off my barrel shrieking 
from sheer sympathy. 

When I had gathered myself up I looked around m 
trembling. 


Mrs. Green was gone. CHRISTINA, 


THE WEEK AT THE PLAY 
THE HAPPY HYPOCRITE 


KENSINGTON GARDENS is only Kensington Gardens now— 
built about by streets and haunted by their rumour, not 
innocent in its most retired glades of the smoky pall that 
other-London wears, and consecrate to Nature by reason, 
chiefly, of some lines of Mr. Matthew Arnold : 

How green under the boughs it is, 

How thick the tremulous sheep-cries come ! 


which is pretty well for a London that was a ‘ wen” 
even in Cobbett’s day. But in 1815 Kensington Gardens 
was the ‘‘ Forest,” hard by Kensington, the old Court 
suburb, and Kensington was a village. Hither, to the 
woods, in one morning of a vanished May, came Lord 
George Hell, that most dreadful of all the Regent’s men, 
and with Lord George his friends the German Count and 
Captain Fitz-Clarence (of the King’s Third Guards, | 
reckon, and dead in two months on the outskirts of 
Brussels), and his fair partner La Gambogie. And they 
were very merry in the Forest. Now in the Forest was 
Jenny Mere, herself a maid as sweet as her name and as 
innocent. And Lord George Hell bowed down before the 
maid and paid her court with his tremendous graces. He 
sought her hand; he proposed to drive her in state in his 
cabriolet to London. But the maid shrank from Lord 
George appalled, and thought meanly of the manners of 
Carlton House and the Pavilion, Brighthelmstone, and was 
in particular astonied by Lord George’s face. For, 
though his figure was perfection in the manner of 
the period, and outshone the Regent's and Mr. Brummell's, 
his face was like his life, and that was not pretty. 
And Jenny Mere could only love a man whose face was 
beautiful because his life was beautiful ; so that she rejected 
the Beau, and fled from him through the forest. Lord 
George was badly beaten, and was for falling back upon 
cherry brandy in a silver flask. But ere he drank he 
looked in the brightness of the flask, and saw himself as 
he was, and perceived that he looked horribly. And he, 
too, was appalled, like Jenny, and threw the flask away, 
and swore that this was not himself, but something evil 
which had usurped his name and place, and he vowed to 
forswear sack and live cleanly that peradventure he might 
find and win and marry Jenny Mere. And through the 
forest came the voice of one selling masks and calling 
their merits in a thin and quavering note. And Lord 
George spoke with this vendor of masks, and asked him 
if he had not somewhere a mask of a saint. And the 
mask vendor said bless his honour! why, that he had, 
and withdrew Lord George into the wood, and presently 
brought him forth fitted with a most exquisite and saint- 
like mask, and this, quoth my Lord George, was the real 
Hell—the image of his soul. Just then returned La 
Gambogie in the awful garments of that day—/nfanda, 
and not to be described. While Lord George was 
being fitted with the mask La Gambogie had met and 
talked with Jenny Mere, and bade her seek Lord George 
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in quite another region of the forest ; for Jenny was sore 
at heart for having spoken roughly to Lord George and 
rebuked him when he teased her, and though the Duchess 
. «Alice in Wonderland” advises it as the proper course 
a little girls, she wanted to find this poor Silenus and 
be him that she was sorry. So now La Gambogie jumped 
on Lord George Hell. These were the days of the furies 
about whom Mrs. Meynell has written—days when “‘ there 
yasa roaring in the wind all night,” and ladies hit out 

the shoulder. La Gambogie hit out from the 
shoulder, and then went off vowing a speedy return and 
vengeance. Meanwhile Lord George came at length on 
envy Mere. But she, this time, was as much delighted 
with his face as she had been appalled by the face of that 
other fine gentleman. He, Lord George told her, had 

e away and would not come back again. And then 
there was the prettiest little comedy of love between them, 
and Jenny felt that she was not nearly good enough for 
this man with the face of a saint, and she recounted her 
crimes, how she was lazy and too fond of levity and laughter, 
awd greedy too, being very fond of buns. And Jenny 
knelt before Lord George and Lord George knelt before 
Jeony until, as they each insisted on the other's being 
better, Jenny thought that they might sit down together. 
And while they sat, returned La Gambogie and Captain 
FitzClarence and the Hanoverian Count, and there was 
recognition and much banter, till at length La Gambogie 
demanded that Jenny Mere should unmask her lover and 
see what he was really like. Lord George resisted. But 
his men friends ran at him and held him, and La Gambogie 
tore the mask from his face, when, lo ! and behold, the face 
beneath the mask was not bloated and pimpled any more, 
but smooth and saint-like as the mask, only far more 
beautiful. And the others crept away abashed. For so 
had his love for Jenny Mere made beautiful the soul of 
Lord George Hell that the miracle had happened, and his 
face, too, was beautiful for evermore. 

This is the story of ‘‘The Happy Hypocrite.” If the 
humour and pathos and exceeding prettiness disappear in 
our abstract, they may be seen, abounding, in the one-act 
play which now precedes the Daventrys at the Royalty 
Theatre. And the baldest abstract ought to show how 
dificult has been the author's venture, and the inference 
(which he who reads may draw) that it was never ridiculous, 
incredible, preposterous, absurd, all the things that by 
the rules of the game it deserved to have been—this infer- 
ence may indicate the rare tact and charm which have 
contrived so delicate a triumph. In common with many 
others, one had been enchanted with the original, and 
therefore went more than a little doubtfully to its present- 
ment on a material stage. It ought to have failed, and 
8, We suppose, thought one or two wiseacres of the daily 
Press, who, hearing the story, seem to have made up 
their minds that it could never be placed upon the 
stage, and perhaps evolved their ‘‘notices” from their 
laner consciousness without putting the case to further 
proof. The point is that it did not. One powerful thinker 
stems upon mature reflection to have been revolted by the 
discovery that it is unlikely that a damsel sitting by her 
lover's side would be unable to discover whether or not 
he wore a mask. Fancy that! One might penetrate 
further ; one might point out to Mr. Beerbohm that even 
under the most pious influence it is unusual to change 
your outward aspect in half an hour. Moreover, a care- 
ful examination of the peerage will satisfy the student 
that “Hell” is a surname unknown to “ Debrett "—nay, 
further, that it is even an improbable surname. 
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But to play the pioneer of thought in this reckless 
manner is exhausting. Briefly, ‘‘ The Happy Hypocrite” 
was a delightful ‘fairy story as its author originally 
wrote it. Transferred to the stage you will find it no} 
more nor less, but differently, delightful. The idea, so 
admirably suited to its original form, ought not, from 
anything we know of the business, to have been capable 
of treatment in another dimension. And yet it has; 
precisely through that instinct which seems to be denied 
its author by those critics who are unable to distinguish 
between dramatic treatment and subject or to be quite 
certain that a fairy story is not a realistic novel. It 
was in ‘‘Nana”—was it not?—that M. Zola, holding 
up the mirror of art to contemporary manners, made his 
heroine go about her business in Paris streets disguised in 
an indiarubber mask. But ‘‘ turn we from those bold, bad 
men,” as William Wordsworth bids us. Let us be of the 
mind of Lord George Hell, reformed, who shrank from his 
ancient playmates as one undesirous to communicate with 
unattractive strangers. ‘‘The Happy Hypocrite” is of 
charm compact andlittle else; as one reads ‘‘ The Christmas 
Carol” every year on Christmas Eve, so I should like to 
renew my delight in Max's fairy-tale in many seasons. 
But one’s pleasure in it is not of that contemnéd kind, a 
‘* literary” pleasure. There is beauty in the idea, in the 
dialogue, in the entire setting ; but none of these things 
would have availed had the author not known how to 
attune them to the requirements of his new dimension. 
Ariadne amens errabat harenis ; not so Mr. Max Beerbohm, 
who approves himself an unconventional but authentic 
dramatist. 

Here I must drop off, else might I stop to consider 
how it came that in a fairy-tale the forgotten spring, 
Hubert’s bun-shop, and things silently gone out of mind 
and now further from us than Artaxerxes the King, 
should grow of a sudden near and dear, should of a sudden 
smell sweet and blossom in the dust. This illumination 
of the prosaic and dusty Regency suggests much that 
might be said upon the value of an Imagination and on 
the Truth of Masks. YY. 


REVIEWS 
A BEVY OF FAIR WOMEN 


“ The Women of the Renaissance : a Study of Feminism.” By 
R. de Maulde la Clavitre. Translated by George Herbert 
Ely. London: Sonnenschein. 10s. 6d. 


THE moral which M. de Maulde finally draws from the facts 
recorded in his fascinating book is “ that good women should love 
the beautiful, and that virtue can be neither tiresome nor torpid” ; 
yet, since he confesses to having recast his work again and again, 
giving it an optimistic or pessimistic tone, in accordance with his 
transitory moods, we may be pardoned for thinking that the 
sententious reflections of the author are purely provisional, if they 
be not intentional strokes of irony. Whatever we may think of 
M. de Maulde as a philosopher and moralist, there can be no 
question as to the interest of his subject, and as to his attractive 
treatment of it. Nominally, his theme is the feministic movement 
of the Renaissance period, and he abounds with curious informa- 
tion which will be new to most readers. Yet, though he cannot 
be said to lose sight of the main point, his method is delightfully 
discursive, and he finds occasion to give a most vivid picture of 
European society during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. 
His reading is immense, his store of illustrative entertaining anec- 
dote is inexhaustible, and his enthusiasm is so contagious that we 
are startled at finding ourselves in sympathy with some very 
questionable characters. M. de Maulde is both literary and 
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catholic. He quotes from Helysenne de Crenne as readily as Jefferies represented the best. For that a large amount of 
from Montaigne, is as interested in the circulation of vernacular knowledge is unnecessary, since it consists in great part of 

















































squares, of Brandiolini chanting Pliny in public, of Andrea Marone, ticularity is required. The vivid word-painted picture is pq 





M. de Maulde has something new, instructive, and amusing to tell terms as would make intelligible a manual on the subject such as 
us. He has given us a desultory, unmethodical, charming book. that of Mr. Beddard or Mr. Coue. It is with some regret that we 
Mr. Ely’s translation reads smoothly, and his verse renderings are say this. Mr. Dixon has done a great deal to popularise a whole 













really excellent. His notes are usually sufficient, though he might some love of open air and an intelligent interest in birds. On 
have mentioned (page 270) that the original of Za Cé/estine is not this occasion, however, he does not seem to have hit upon @ 
Italian but Spanish : the slip is all the more curious since it has branch of the subject wherein his talents are seen to best advat 
been included by Mr. Henley among those very Tudor Translations tage, and we find it impossible to recommend his book to the 
to which Mr. Ely refers in his graceful dedication. young student of ornithology. 

ORNITHOLOGY AND THE DIAGRAM INDIA’S IRRIGATOR 

, “ The Story of the Birds, being an Introduction to the Study of “ General Sir Arthur Cotton, K.C.S.I., R.E., his Life and Work’ 

iF Ornithology.” By Charles Dixon. London: Allen. 55. By Lady Hope. London: Hodder & Stoughton. 125. 


MODERN study of Nature, as it seems scarcely necessary to say, SIR ARTHUR COTTON’s memoir, like his life, has a purpose 
advances in a double line. First there is the «sthetic out-of- His daughter has timed its publication so as to add point to the 
doorism, if we may coin a useful but ugly word, whereof Richard contention of her father’s long and useful life that irrigation and 
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Bibles as in the singular treatise which Champier wrote for mere artistic blending of colour and beauty of form, If a sey. ant 
Suzanne de Bourbon’s edification, admires St. Theresa no less gull, for instance, be regarded only as a picturesque adjunct jg cient) 
than “the impeccable” Marguerite of France, and is as familiar rock and spray, what need is there to inquire whether it be Lary 

with Bembo, Castiglione, and Erasmus as with La Roche- ridibundus or Larus fuscus?—in fact, it is much better not i deltas 


foucauld, Ruskin, and M. Paul Bourget. Open him where you know, and be compelled therefore to use a literary word, sy. _ 
will, and you shall find some odd but significant fact, some mew or kittiwake, or even “ our grey brother,” in Mr, Swinbumes Goda 


: . : Ser agar ‘aati ol 
acute thought, some ingenious inference. There are reminiscences phrase. So with the swallow skimming the cornfields, the dove ay 
of literature going down into the street : of Accolti reciting in the cooing in the fir brake, the owl hooting round the church, no par. a 


seated on a stone and contorted like a sibyl in the throes of in- assisted, but injured, by the introduction of vaguely understoog pa 
spiration. The writer comes closer to his subjectin a series of Latin terms. Therefore the open-airist, who, by the very natup aM 
brilliant discussions on Platonic love, in his survey of the early of the case, must be something of a poet, wisely eschews the 
glosses given to the doctrine by Ficino or Politian, and of the language of the learned. To him usually the whole subject ¢ ~~ 
battle royal waged in France between Louise of Savoy and _ classification is abominable—it recalls to his mind scalpels an before 
Madame de Taillebourg, with their hosts of followers. It is all microscopes. On the other hand sits the museum studey sinues 
extremely clever and interesting, from the first page to the last; cherishing these instruments, holding in his private soul thy of fan 
but, even with the help of M. de Maulde’s explanations, the true addiction to exercise, love of fresh air, and adoration of physicg for it 
inwardness of Platonism—the algebra of the beautiful—is not beauty are so many remnants of superstition. The green fields raat 
easily comprehensible. The classic case of Michelangelo is, of may be useful as places wherein to seek for specimens, but it js in the 
course, quoted with effect. At the age of fifty-one he fell in love within stone walls that the major part of the world’s work is don on 
with the Marchioness of Pescara, then in her thirty-seventh and real natural history begins in the lecture-room. We have, able 
year ; he never even saw the lady till he was over sixty, and,when course, taken extremes to illustrate our parable. It were just a go ne 
she died, he scarcely dared to kiss her hand. Human nature reasonable to say that Mr. Dixon, who has long been a student of enort 
being what it is, nobody expects to find numerous instances of science, is a fish out of water in the museum as, for instance, that ety 
such distant devotion ; on the other hand, if Platonism were any- Dr. Bowdler Sharpe knows nothing of the fields. There ae its af 
thing like the force that it is represented to be, we should con- individuals who combine the two, and it is for these our author ig 
fidently suppose that something similar was recorded of other has been working. We wish we could congratulate him upon regre 
interesting couples. As a matter of fact, even M. de Maulde fails | more conspicuous success than he has attained. I 
to produce a single parallel, and his silence is extremely eloquent. In order to criticise the book fairly we must not be contentty hold 
In other passages he tell us plainly what Platonism accomplished. say that most of it is written from mature knowledge, but, putting the i 
It damaged art; it crippled literature; it ended in a grossly ourselves in the position of those for whom it was meant, ask if it this 
cynical scepticism, and replaced a generation of exquisite women _ really meets the requirements. One very simple matter that deali 
by a generation of vulgar, venal coquettes. The doctrines of a should be attended to is a clear exposition of the bird’s parts and he s 
lesser man than Plato might have done as much. organs. Frankly, we doubt the value of a book for this purpose done 
However, those who are but little interested in philosophic The eye should come to the help of the understanding, anda I 
theories will find somewhat more to their taste the writers beginner ought to name things from sight. If he is only told, far j 
: skilful delineation of social customs. Then, as now, the effort to for example, the difference between a zygodactylous toe anda Ind 
r look young absorbed an immense amount of time and talent. pamprodactylous one, he will ever be confusing them unless he has the 
At the approach of age ladies “had their teeth drawn, an exceptional memory. At any rate, Mr. Dixon most decidedly We 
their skin scraped till it bled”; they swallowed sand or ought to have had diagrams to illustrate what he says, anatomy wer 
cinders, and some of them even took to baths. No without diagrams being a study beside which the dismal science cou 
wonder that M. de Maulde is persuaded that they were all _ itself is cheering and stimulating. How much more illuminating, pra 
heroines. The men were far less willing to suffer in the cause again, would our author’s disquisition on wings, feathers, feet, and 
of personal beauty. The celebrated physician Gazius proudly so forth have been made by a few simple diagrams! We make 
boasted that he had never taken a bath in his life: “and Iam no apology for insisting upon a point so apparently simple 
none the worse for it, thank God!” Manly resentment at the because this is a case in which pictures are absolutely necessary. a 
feminine innovation of soap and water found a spokesman inthe Further, should the reader of poor memory happen to forget, say, 
person of the Franciscan preacher, Olivier Maillard, an early fore- whether the hallux is the front toe or the hind one, there is no 
runner of Fray Gerundio de Campazas, who thundered at the index to help his ignorance. Then insufficient space is devoted A 
delinquents from the pulpit :—“‘ Ye women who stew yourselves, | to anatomy, the basis of modern classification. Mr. Dixon is too the 
P ine summon you all to the stewpots of Hell!” Another person, whose keen upon his favourite subjects, the migration of birds, their love fir 
name is charitably withheld, apostrophised the world at large— practices and ornaments, their nests, eggs, and general habits bo 
“© fatal laving, prolific in elements of death!”—and doubtless No doubt he describes them very well, but then he has often done ge 
thought his estate the more gracious. On a hundred points— 0 before, and the science of ornithology, as it is understood to- of 
intellectual fashions, religious practices, the chase, details of the day, requires something very different—namely, a plain explana- As 
toilette, the science of dining, the modes in pugs and parrots— tion of what a bird’s skeleton consists of, and such a knowledge of of 
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‘sation, not railways, are the real needs of India, which will 
ve her from famine, will develop her resources, and will, suffi- 
ciently extended, convert the whole country into a flourishing 
such as he, by his successful irrigation works, made the 
deltas of the Kaveri, Godaveri, and Kistna. Some idea of the 
character of these projects may be gathered from the fact that the 
veri, which is four miles wide, drains an area greater than 
that of Great Britain, that its maximum discharge per second is 
more than two hundred times that of the Thames at Staines, and 
three times that of the Nile at Cairo. It shows great courage on 
the part of Sir Arthur Cotton, and also on that of Lords Tweeddale 
and Harris, and Sir C. Trevelyan, Governors of Madras, that they 
were able to persuade the home authorities to embark upon such 
magnificent schemes. 

Sir Arthur Cotton insisted that cheap navigation came even 
before irrigation, and he had no difficulty in showing that, as con- 
tinues to be the case, the railways were unequal to the strain 
of famine traffic. He was too anxious to drain the public purse 
for irrigation and navigation to be able to do justice to the good 
work the railways have accomplished. But for them the mortality 
in the present famine would have been appalling. It is, however, 
nodoubt the fact that whenever funds are available a consider- 
able proportion should be expended on the objects Sir Arthur had 
so nearly at heart, and it is true that the expenditure on railways 
enormously preponderates, though it must not be forgotten that 
every railway, when constructed, has for the most part fiulfilled 
its appointed functions. This has not always proved the case with 
imigation works, which among brilliant successes count also some 
regrettable failures. 

It does not seem likely that the present Viceroy will fail to 
hold the scales evenly, and he has already raised the proportion of 
the irrigation allotment. Lord Curzon has publicly declared that 
this cause “is very near his heart,” and should he succeed in 
dealing with even a portion of the four millions of acres which 
he states are capable of being productively irrigated, he will have 
done well when he lays down his office. 

Like other enthusiasts, Sir Arthur Cotton may have gone too 
far in his tremendous scheme for irrigating the whole of Southern 
India by a vast lake in the Central Provinces, and for bringing all 
the produce of India by canals to converge upon a point on the 
West Coast of India as nearly as possible opposite Aden ; but his 
work and his name will live in India, no Government of which 
country can afford to neglect the claims of irrigation, whenever 
practicable, and presumably paying, schemes are forthcoming. 


BIBLICAL FORGERY 


“The Ascension of Isaiah.” Edited, with Introduction, Notes 
and Indices, by R. H. Charles, D.D. London: Black. 7s. 6d. 
net. 


A PSEUDEPIGRAPH is the technical name for this book—one of 
those Biblical forgeries of which so many were produced in the 
first three centuries after Christ. They were written in order to 
bolster up the tenets of one or other of the Gnostic sects, and, 
generally speaking, they were so badly done that the most credulous 
of Gnostics must have felt suspicious about their origin. “The 
Ascension of Isaiah” is a not very interesting specimen of this class 
of work, Its style is singularly bald, and without the faintest 
likeness to that of either the proto- or deutero-Isaiah, while its 
“prophecies ”—z.c. an account of the events of the first century A.D. 
written in the second, and boldly purporting to have been uttered 
by Isaiah—give us hardly any additional knowledge of the period 
they portray. Isaiah is represented as caught up into “ the seventh 
heaven” in order to utter Arian and Docetic predictions about our 
Lord and the Apostles. It was rather odd of the second-century 
author to put into the mouth of Isaiah, of all the prophets, his own 
Docetic views, since no prophet dwelt so fully upon the future 
Redeemer’s bodily sufferings as did the son of Amoz. However, 
the “ Ascension of Isaiah” seems to have had quite a large circula- 
tion, and to have been accounted genuine by some of the Christian 
heretics all through the third century. But its interest for modern 
readers is exceedingly small, and one is inclined to regret that Dr. 
Charles should have spent so much trouble uponit. In this volume 
he gives us an introduction of seventy pages, an English transla- 
tion copiously annotated, and the full text of the Greek, Latin, and 

thiopic versions, with textual criticism on well-nigh every verse. 
His scholarship and industry are admirable, but surely he might 
employ them to better advantage than in treating at such length 
what is, after all, nothing better than an antique, clumsy, and 
uninteresting forgery. 


Give me matter, and I will explain the formation of a world ; but 
give me matter only, and I cannot explain the formation of a 
Caterpillar.—_Kant. 
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FROM THE LITTLE PEOPLE 


“The Fox-woman.” By John Luther Long. London: Mac- 
queen. 6s, 


THIS is the story of dear and delicate Little People ; of Marushida 
the artist, who adored colour, and his Bride, surnamed the Jewel, 
and of the happiness that came to them being married ; and of the 
hateful coming of the Vampire girl with the pink face, who was 
from across the sea, and of all the troubles that followed and were 
so little and so pretty sometimes, and yet again so dark and 
tragical ; and of how these ended as the Western poet says that 
“journeys end”—“ in lovers’ meetings.” 

All this was in a Japan that we hope may still exist, but fear it 
exists no longer; it is a Japan at any rate more real than the 
country of the important modern Power which is nowadays so 
active and prominent in China. Marushida, the Little, was a 
painter of “superb portraits.” He painted the goddess of the sun 
and the Fox-woman, and lived for his art and had no care, and 
was quite content. He was short and crooked, but ¢ha¢ did not 
matter. Yasakuji was his friend, his most adoring friend, Yasa- 
kuji, the Rikki-man, “ Be not afraid, pious one,” said Yasakuji. 
“There shall be no forgetting, or any change, or another than 
thee. The brush shall not stop till death enter at the door. And 
thou, thou alone, shalt strew the flowers upon my humble coffin 
some early morning.” And Marushida lived content in his art and 
in the friendship of the Rikki-man. 

But there is a change which may bring us joy but banishes 
content. The Rikki-man did it all. His house was squalid enough, 
but in one room was light and prettiness, for that was the bower of 
his daughter, the Jewel. “Content,” said the Rikki-man, “is a 
sleeper, a dreamer. All that is beautiful and great passes by, and 
she sleeps, dreams, and sees it not. But happiness is wide-eyed 
for all the joys of the world. And you are one of them; you are 
joy.” So Jewel came to the house of Marushida the painter, and 
presently her chatter was the most beautiful thing about the house. 
And they both loved one another, and Jewel prayed the “Great 
American God,” to whose worship she had been converted, and 
Marushida prayed “ the eight hundred thousand,” to make them 
man and wife. And their marriage was a great affair, and “the 
presents were quite such as those an artist should give and receive. 
A farisode of pure white for the bride, a Namishimo from Kioto 
for the crooked bridegroom.” And the painter was so happy that 
going home he sang : 


Happy as the soul in the plum tree, 
Happy as the wind that converses, 
Bound for two lives or more together. 
Asking the stars to come down, 

Yet caring nothing for them, 

So happy they 

O remember ! 


And then, alas ! came the “ West Ocean Person,” whose hair was 
bronze, and whose face was pink, and whose brows were “like 
tablets at a shrine” And Marushida fell prone before her. Only 
the little Bride and the Rikki-man knew that the West Ocean 
Person was a Fox-woman, who would corrupt the painter and his 
art. She did. The painter admired the tall, fair, American girl 
Ali-son, and turned from his own beautiful native conventions to 
horrible Western ways of work. The fair American meant no 
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harm. She was the child of her type and clan. “I’m going to 
take a statuette of him back to America. He shall help 
me to model it himself. All the other girls will be furious.” 
That was the Western Ocean Person’s point of view—Oh! 
horrors born of unimaginative dulness which the West inflicts upon 
the East, the Philistine upon the artist, the grown-up upon the 
child. This West Ocean Person was not content with the little 
man ; she must carry off the little woman, who you remember was 
a convert to the American God already. The “five land ques- 
tions” which the poor little man addressed to the missionary, Dr. 
Joshua Carraway, are exceedingly clever and amusing, but sug- 
gestive as well. The Little Bride went away, and the account of 
her father’s journey seeking her is as tragic and merry as anything 
we have read for sometime. Things come right, but not for the 
father—how, you shall read in Mr. Long’s last pages, which close 
this pretty story of the Little People invaded by the clumsy, crude 
outsiders from the vulgar side of Anglo-Saxony. 


THE HIGHWAY HEROINE 


“ Love of Comrades.” A Romance. By Frank Mathew. London: 
Lane. 35. 6d. 


‘DRESSED as a man, I rode into the forest. It was the time of 
the beginning of leaves.” There never was a time when the 
riding heroine of forest and highway had greater vogue than 
to-day ; no doubt because of the contrast she affords to the typical 
névrose of modern realism. Mistress Margery Talbot, who takes 
the road in Mr. Frank Mathew’s pages, is one of the most 
delightfully and wilfully preposterous of all her tribe. Sixteen 
years of age, and clad in a page’s dress, she gallops through the 
book from cover to cover, a triumphant feminine Jack the Giant- 
killer in big boots. The tale of her adventures is packed full, and 
she tells it in literary lingo, a little too choice perhaps for veri- 
similitude. While riding to Dublin city to warn Lord Strafford 
of a plot, she falls in with rogues enough; she is stabbed in her 
bed at night ; she is hurled over a precipice ; she is kidnapped, 
she is throttled, she is hanged ; but, being a valiant maid, she 
takes it all in good part, and sodo we. When she comes to fight 
a duel, she kills her man ; “and it had been only,” says Mistress 
Margery, “as if my blade had gone through a pillow.” She 
happens upon a mé/ée and charges a Puritan ambuscade in the 
Cavalier ranks. “1 was strangely upborne,” says she, “and all 
the strength of the troopers thrilled in my emasculate arm!” 
Woven in with this good-humoured history is the terrible tale of 
Sir Milo FitzEustace, a soldier who pursues the flying children of 
the rebels, and slays them in the name of the Lord, only to be 
pursued in his turn by their ghosts, who end by strangling him in 
his old age at the foot of a wayside cross. But even such a scene 
loses its terrors in the easy atmosphere of this most light-hearted 
of romances—an atmosphere particular to the literary spirit, 
which is apt to consider a death-wound as of little more im- 
portance than an adjective. 


A FARMER’S CALENDAR 


* Agriculture Handbook and Diary, 1901.” Edited by C. Adeane 
and Richardson Carr. London: Vinton. 35. net. 


THIs is an excellent combination of scribbling book, useful infor- 
mation and expert opinion on agricultural questions of the day. 
With good reason it is claimed in the preface that the articles are 
written by men who are in the best sense of the word practical. 
Both of the editors are, as a matter of fact, famed for their manage- 
ment of flocks and herds, and the names of the various writers are 
a guarantee of authority. Mr. F. Bailey, who discourses on covert 
and coppice, is President of the Royal Scottish Agricultural 
Society. Mr. Ernest Mathews, who sets forth what to many will 
be new and toall interesting views of butter, is eminent as a butter 
judge, and is in the habit of practising with his own beautiful 
Jerseys the precepts he lays down for others. Perhaps the greatest 
obstacle to the making and sale of good butter is that public taste 
is not yet educated up to it, but prefers the greasy; tasteless, 
artificially-coloured product of the factory. Where Down sheep 
are kept, Webb is a name to conjure with, and he will indeed be 
a perfect flockmaster who cannot learn something from the article 
on short-woolled sheep and their management. Professor Wortley 
Axe on first aid to the sick, especially cattle and sheep, and the 
editors on Wheat Production, help to complete what is practically 
a little farming manual. It must be highly convenient for the 
farmer to have so much useful information at hand when he is 
jotting down the events of the day, the mating of live stock, the 
birth of young, the dates of sowing and reaping, and all the other 
events that in combination form the life of those who draw their 
livelihood from the furrowed field. 






LITERARY GOSSIP 


THE authorship of “An Englishwoman’s Love Letters» 
remains a close secret. The guessers have guessed steadiy 
and blamed the book on pretty well everybody who can 

a pen, from John Strange Winter to Mrs. Meynell ang Mn 
Craigie. John Strange Winter has denied the soft impeac 
Mrs. Meynell and Mrs. Craigie remain among the “ Dossibles: 
though, for our own part, we should rule-both ladies oyt 
mystery, mystery, mystery! Meanwhile it is interesting to not 
that the Unicorn Press will issue in a few days “ An Englishmay; 
Love Letters,” which, we are told, “will be found to fit 
curiously into the letters composing a recently published an 
much-talked-of volume.” Here again, ‘‘the author’s name is no 
disclosed.” What a pity! Perhaps, however, the man’s letter; 
will help us to a solution of some of the difficulties in the origina 
volume. 


The proposal to place memorial busts of Charles Lamb ay 
John Keats in the public library at Edmonton, with whi 
parish they were both intimately associated, is in continuatig 
of the Camberwell scheme for obtaining busts of Lord Leigh. 
ton, John Ruskin, Sir E. Burne-Jones, and Robert Brown 
and of the Walthamstow arrangement for the bust of Willian 
Morris. 


Admirable. We should be interested to know, however, if ty 
Walthamstow public library counts among its treasures @ complete 
set of William Morris’ writings; also if in the free library x 
Camberwell there is a set of Browning and a set of Ruskin, orif 
at Edmonton, Lamb and Keats are provided in abundance. “We 
have not got the gentleman’s books, sir, but there is his bus? 
counts among those things one would rather not hear, at any rt 
in free libraries. 


To the Christmas number of the Sfhere Mr. Thomas Harty 
contributes a rhymed legend of the Vale of Blackmoor. Itis 
called “ The Lost Pyx,’” and is written in the manner of the ballad 
Here are some of the stanzas : 


One night in his cell at the foot of yon dell 
The priest heard a frequent cry, 

“ Go, father, in haste to the cot on the waste, 
And shrive a man waiting to die.” 


Said the priest in a shout to the caller without, 
“ The night howls, the tree trunks bow, 

One may barely by day track so rugged a way, 
And can I then do so now?” 


No further word from the dark was heard, 
And the priest moved never a limb ; 

And he slept and dreamed ; tilla visage seemed 
To frown from Heaven at him. 


In a sweat he arose ; and the storm shrieked shrill, 
And smote as in savage joy ; 

While High-Stoy tree twanged to Bubb-Down Hill 
And Bubb-Down to High Stoy. 


One wonders how long this poem has been written. 


Dr. Parker as editor of the Su seems little likely to set the 
Thames on fire. At the time of writing he has laboured five days 
in the journalistic vineyard, and the harvest—if we are any judge 
of prospects—will be one of tares rather than of good wheat. For 
Dr. Parker has succeeded in convincing the vulgar that “the 
pious editor” has no snap in him, and that his piety falls of 
him like a cloak when it comes to advertisement columns. Wed 
not say that the vulgar are justified in this view, or that Dr 
Parker's experiment proves the daily religious newspaper to bea 
impossibility. But we do say that the things in this world whid 
must for ever remain secular include the secular newspaptt 
You can no more tinge the secular news of the day with the 
religious spirit than you can convert a table of logarithms into# 
work of devotion. To attempt it is to achieve the ludicrous, 
make, in fact, a laughing-stock of high and serious matters. 


In a recent notice of “ The Oxford Book of English Verse,” ¥ 
took occasion to refer to the ponderable nature of that volume 
The Clarendon Press have since sent us a copy of the 00 
printed on India paper. In this guise the volume weighs a trife 
under eleven and a half ounces, though the type and number of 
pages are identical with those of the original edition. A book 8? 
light, yet containing eight hundred and eighty-three complete 
poems, can scarcely fail to make friends. 
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an Doyle has been going into details about “ the birth 


eg of “Sherlock Holmes.” As to burial he says : 


and burial ” 
[ was surprised at the amount of interest people took in his 

fate. I never thought they would take it so to heart. I got 
jetters from all over the world reproaching me on the subject. 
One I remember, from a lady whom I did not know, began 


“You beast !” 


Dr. Doyle adds that he feels free to write about Sherlock again if 
oe “wants to,” because “there is no limit to the papers he left 
tehind him or the reminiscences in the brain of his biographer.” 
We have every respect for Sherlock, in his place ; but, to be frank, 
ye hope we shall be spared both the “papers” and the remi- 


piscences. 
In “My Favourite Books,” by Mr. Robert Blatchford, new 


light is shed on the complex question of realism. At any rate, Mr. 
Blatchford says quite plainly what Ae means by the word : 


.. True realism .. . must tell, not only the real truth, 
but the wo/e truth of the matter treated. . . . There is not a 
newspaper or a novelist in these islands who dare tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and the real truth about Whitechapel, 
the Strand, and Piccadilly. 


Obviously Mr. Blatchford, like many other people, means by 
ralism something nasty—the old, old idea. But, quite apart from 
its being a moral question, how far art can deal with the nasty is 
aquestion that has to be answered by esthetics, and it may be 
aiely said that zesthetics rule the nasty out. If a police-court 
report can produce on a reader’s mind much the same impression as 
the same subject treated with elaborate art in a story, obviously the 
treatment in the story, the art that is to say, isso much sheer 
vaste. There are, in fact, a number of subjects over which treat- 
nent, or art, is thrown away, which properly, therefore, lie outside 
the field of the novelist altogether. Consequently, from the point 
ofview of art merely, we do not want our novelists at any rate to 
goand tell us the whole truth and the real truth about White- 
chapel, the Strand, and Piccadilly. It is outside their line of 
business. 


A FIRST GLANCE AT NEW BOOKS 


Best Books 


Verse: Mr. W. B. Yeats’ The Shadowy Waters. 
(Hodder & Stoughton. ) 

Belles-Lettres: Mrs. Craigie’s The Wisdom of the Wise. 
(Unwin.) 

Biography : Dr. Knight’s Lord Monboddo and Some of 
his Contemporaries, (Murray.) 


Verse 


The Shadowy Waters, by 1/7. B. Yeats. A sort of mystical drama, 
fill, of course, of Mr. Yeats : 
Bend lower, O King, 
O flower of the branch, O bird among the leaves, 
O silver fish that my two hands have taken 
Out of a running stream, O morning star 
Trembling in the blue heavens like a white fawn 
Upon the misty border of the wood ! 


Beautiful right through. (Hodder & Stoughton. Med. 8vo. Pp. 57. 
3: 6d, net. ) 

Home Poems, by Walter Earle, M.A. Well-intentioned, middling 
vest, And sometimes Mr. Earle waxes vitriolic : 


“The Earth the Lord’s” ! The Psalmist is no longer true ; 
God’s losing His Own Property, 

Advertisements fill all the land, 

And soon upon the clouds we'll see 

Some ‘* Stephen Ink,” or “ Monkey Brand.” 

Until, defrauded of our due, 

We find no Heaven—only “ Reckitt’s Blue” ! 


The book is prettily illustrated. (Allen. Cr. 8vo. Pp. 260. 10s, 6d. net.) 
Songs of the Transvaal War, by Lercy /. Ingram. Chiefly 
and sailor songs : 


Oh, the jolly Blue Jackets ashore, 
They’re British true grit to the core ; 
For a tussle that’s tough 
They’re the right sort of stuff, 
The jolly Blue Jackets ashore. 


Me koew it! (Palmer, Grantham. Cr. 8vo, Paper covers. Pp. 32. 15.) 
Book of English Lyrics. Begins with Henry Howard, 
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Earl of Surrey, ends with Poe, and includes all the old favourites. A 
dainty volume. (Methuen. 12mo. Pp. 462. 15. 6d. net.) 
Men of Men, by C. Fox Smith. War verses, and above the average : 


O watcher of the pine-clad West, 
O dwellers in the East, the South, 

Thro’ their strong limbs your shores are blest 
Who lately left the harbour mouth. 

Be proud, be joyful, while you mourn 

For those who never shall return. 


This isthe right note. (Sampson Low. Cr. 8vo. Pp. 136. 35. 6d. net.) 

A Series of Sonnets, by John Morgan. ‘This little work, com- 
prising, with a few other poetical essays, a small portrait gallery of 
Diocesan worthies, and being most probably the author’s ultima linea in 
print, is by permission, and with profound respect, inscribed to the 
Rt. Rev. Richard Lewis, D.D., Lord Bishop of Llandaff.” The sonnets 
and other poetical pieces are not bad, and they will no doubt be appreciated 
by the author’s friends. (Stock. Cr. 8vo. Pp. 50.) 

A Little Book of Scottish Verse, edited by 7. 7. Henderson. The 
most representative and satisfactory selection of short poems in the Scottish 
vernacular hitherto put forward. Includes practically everything such a 
collection might be expected to include. (Methuen. r2mo. Pp. 294. 
Is. 6d. net.) 


Belles-Lettres 


The Wisdom of the Wise, by Join Oliver Hobbes (Mrs. Craigie). 
A comedy in three acts. ‘' The wise want love, and those who love want 
wisdom.” Clever and to the point. Reads admirably. (Unwin. Cr. 8vo. 
Pp. 152. 35. 6d. net.) ; 

Gardens Old and New. Descriptions and pictures of many of the 
finest gardens in England. Well written and sumptuously got up. One 
of the handsomest gift-books of the season. (The Office of Country Life 
and Newnes. Imperial 4to. Pp. 296. £2 2s. net.) 

Architects of English Literature, by 2. Farquharson Sharp. The 
‘* architects ” include Shakespeare, Bacon, Milton, Johnson, Gray, Burns, 
Emerson, Longfellow, Tennyson, and others. ‘‘ An endeavour has 
been made to give an impression of the personality of each author in the 
course of a succinct biographical narrative, and to disentangle the man 
himself from the mass of biographical detail that surrounds him.” The 
illustrations, which take the form of facsimiles of MSS. in the British 
Museum, constitute the most notable feature of the book. (Swan Sonnen- 
schein. Post 8vo. Pp. 326. 55. net.) 


Biography 


Lord Monboddo and Some of his Contemporaries, by Wil/iam 
Knight, LL.D. Includes a biographical introduction, notes on Mon- 
boddo’s friends and correspondents, and a collection of his letters and 
letters addressed to him. A highly interesting volume. Portraits. 
(Murray. Demy 8vo. Pp. 314. 16s.) 

Lord Lilford, F.Z.S., by his S¢s/ev, with an Introduction by the 
Bishop of London, ‘‘ There are very few men,” says the Bishop, ‘‘ who 
left upon my mind so vivid an impression of a noble character as did the 
late Lord Lilford.” Lord Lilford devoted practically the whole of his 
life to the study of wild birds, and these pages should have peculiar 
attractions for the ornithologist. (Smith, Elder. Cr. 8vo. Pp. 290. 
10s. 6d.) 

The Life of Sir Walter Scott, by Professor Hudson. ‘ The 
greater part of my book is, of course, made out of Lockhart’s great Life 
of his father-in-law, supplemented, equally of course, by Scott’s own 
Diary, the two volumes of ‘ Familiar Letters,’ and other works of bio- 
graphy and reminiscence.” A good and useful résumé. Portrait. (Sands. 
Cr. 8vo. Pp. 304. 6s.) 

Wellington and His Men, edited by W. A. Fitchett, LL.D. 
*¢ This volume is an attempt to rescue from undeserved oblivion a cluster 
of soldierly autobiographies”—namely, Kincaid’s ‘‘ Adventures in the 
Rifle Brigade,” ‘* Rifleman Harris,” Anton’s “ Military Life,” and 
Mercer’s ‘‘ Waterloo.” Mr. Fitchett prefaces the reprint with a capital 
essay on ‘ The Soldier in Literature.” (Smith, Elder. Cr. 8vo. Pp. 
420. 65.) 








THE 


‘OLD JAPAN ” 


BREAKFAST OR TEA SET. 
(Rich Old Style Colours, 
picked out with Gold and 
‘ Gold Edge.) 
~&\ BREAKFAST SET for 
: 6 persons (29 pieces) .. 31/6 
BREAKFAST SET for 
12 persons (52 pieces)... 63/- 
.&} TEA SET (40 pieces) to 
« match .. “ -» 30/- 
Tf for the Country, 6d. extra 
for package.) 





ALFRED B. PEARCE, 


39 LUDGATE HILL, LONDON. 
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Theology 


Happiness and its Pursuit and Attainment, by the Aev. W. /. 
Kelly. The whole question threshed out from the point of view of Mr. 
Kelly. ‘* Finally, there will be that joy that never can be tasted in this 
life of mutability.” (Long cr. 8vo. Pp. 290. 35. 6d.) 

The True Christ and the False Christ, by 7. Garver. ‘ Death 
and Life,” ‘Life through Belief in Christ,” ‘* The Unbelief of the 
World,” ‘* Forms of Religious Error,” and ‘* The History of Religious 
Error ” are the heads of some of the sections. Reasonable and expository. 
(Allen. 2 vols. Cr. 8vo. Pp. 330 and 348. 10s. net.) 


Fiction 


A Cuirassier of Arran’s, by Claude Bray. Romance, with ‘the 
Seven Bishops ” and a couple of kings in it ; also the usual pretty ladies. 
***«My 1_—’ A warning gesture checked him. ‘There has been an 
error somewhere, sir,’ he went on. ‘This gentleman has within the last 
few hours rendered a service to Syl——, that is, to a lady for whom we 
all have the highest respect, and who vouches for his honesty.’” (Sands. 
Cr. 8vo. Pp. 404. 6s.) 

Possibilities, by Hugh Beveridge. A posthumous booklet, contain- 
ing several short stories or sketches and a handful of poems. The stories 
are slight, but worth reading. The poetry scarcely counts. (Gardner, 
Cr. 8vo. Pp. 108.) 

Miscellaneous 


One Thousand Miles with the C.I.V., by 7. Barclay Lloyd. Per- 
sonal experiences of a Jance-corporal in the C.I.V. cyclist section. Accord- 
ing to Colonel MacKinnon, who supplies a brief introductory letter, the 
book cannot fail to interest many outside the immediate circle of the 
regiment. Frontispiece and a map. (Methuen. Cr. 8vo. Pp. 288. 
6s.) 

Botany, by &. S. Wishart, 7. A. (‘Self Educator” series). Admirably 
in line with the object of the series, which is to enable ‘‘ the most isolated 
student . . . to ground himself in the various subjects dealt with.” Dia- 
grams. (Hodder & Stoughton. Cr. 8vo. Pp. 226. 2s. 6d.) 

In Bird-Land with Field-Glass and Camera, by Oliver G. Pike. 
Birds stalked with gun-camera in the woods, fields, hedgerows ; full of 
personal observation ; 83 admirable photographs. (Unwin. Small cr. 
8vo. Pp. 280. 6s.) 

The Story of Thought and ny by frederick Ryland, M.A. 
** Intended to serve as an introduction to the study of some portions of the 
field of Psychology.” (Newnes. 12mo. Pp. 220. 15.) 

Conferences on Books and Men, by ‘he Author of ‘* Pages from a 
Private Diary.” Abraham Cowley, William Cowper, Chaucer, Oxford 
wit and humour, the influence of natural science on manners, a standard 
of gentility, the new criticism—such are some of the subjects genially 
gossiped about. (Smith, Elder. Cr. 8vo. Pp. 299. 6s.) 





Pages from a Journal, by Afark Rutherford. A reminiscence of | 


Carlyle, essays on a variety of subjects, such as Injustice, Faith, Patience, 
Spinoza, Judas Iscariot, and a story. Capital reading right through. 
(Unwin. Cr. 8vo. Pp. 283. 6s.) 

Woman : A Scientific Study and Defence, adapted from the French 
of Alfred Fouillée, by the Rev. 7. A. Seed. ‘* So long as there are women 


| 
there will always be something new to say about them.” Women’s 


temperament, sensibility, intellect, position, (Greening. Cr. 8vo, Pp. 
114. 2s. 6d.) 

Foster’s Bridge, by 2. 7. Foster. Not a novel, but a complete 
system of instruction in the little game of Bridge. If you master this book 
you will have gone a long way towards making yourself a good player. 
(Lawrence & Bullen. Cr. 8vo. Pp. 186.) 


FOR CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 


WITH an eye on the demand for presents, Messrs. Mabie, Todd & Bard 
issue a special Christmas Catalogue, descriptive of the latest patterns and 
improvements in their well-known ‘‘ Swan Fountain Pens.” The Swan 
has been easily first in the fountain pen way from the time of its introduc- 
tion, and thousands of persons have used what the proprietors now term 
“the old types,” under the impression that nothing better could be 
desired. Yet this year Messrs. Mabie, Todd & Bard are again to the fore 
with ‘‘advantages,” including regulation of the flow of ink, and two 
methods of filling — either by unscrewing the section in the usual way or 
filling from the point. Persons in search of a really useful and acceptable 
present for friends of*either sex should certainly visit the firm’s show- 
rooms. 

Messrs. Nicole Fréres, Ltd., of 21 Ely Place, Holborn Circus, send 
us an admirably illustrated catalogue of new styles in musical boxes for 
1900-1901. Whether for style, workmanship, or tone this firm’s 
** Regina” and ‘‘ Polyphon” musical boxes cannot be surpassed. They 
are inexpensive, and it is almost impossible for them to get out of order, 
the mechanism being of the best. Particularly noteworthy are the new 
musical clocks, the tunes in which play automatically each hour. These 
are offered in a variety of designs, ranging from a hall clock of the 
‘* grandfather” pattern downwards, and if desired the music can be used 
independently, as in ordinary musical boxes. Messrs. Nicole Fréres are 
also showing a large number of novelties in the way of ‘* Edison” phono- 
graphs, which are well worth inspection. 
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Vol, I. No. J. 


be Italian 
Review. 


CONTENTS: December 1900, 

The Italian Review in London oe ee .. The Editor. 

Errors in Italian Politics .. oe es -» Hon. Comm. G. Arcoleo, 
Professor at the R. Naples Us. 
versity. 

In a Roman Garden (Illustrated) .. Vi let Fane (Lady Currie), 

Baron Francesco de Renzis (our late Italian ho 

bassador in London) .. - os + Fanny Zampini Salazar, 


Professor at the Royal Won’; 
Superior Institute in Rome, 
King Humbert I. and Victor Emmanuel III]. .. M. Sesti. 


La Corona Ferrea (lhe Iron Crown) ee -. Marchesa Teresa Venuti, 
Italian Writers: I. Antonio Fogazzaro .. .. Hoo. Pompeo Molmenti, 
M.P. 


Erm+te Novelli and the House of Goldoni +» Comm, Luigi Capuans, 
Professor at the Royal Woaui, 
Superior Institute in Rome, 


Italian Music .. - .» G@. Lipparini. 

The Progress of Medicine i in ‘Thaly . os .. Aldo Alahaique, 
M.D. 

Notes on Rural Economy .. oe oe -» Cav. Luigi Parpagliolo 
Co-Editor of the Agricultur) 
Review. 

The Work of the “ Societd per l'Arte Pubblica” Arduino Colasanti, 

Archzeological Notices . ee .. Cav. A, Avena, 

Practical Informatior. .. ee se -~ -» Manotea. 

Notes and News ee oe - ee .. The Reporter. 

New Italian Books .. ab - - » BR. BE. Canudo. 

Review of Italian Reviews .. os + oo) 

List of New Books Received ee oe .. -The Librarian. 

New English Books about Italy .. oe ood 


Editorial Office: 628 Piazza delle Terme, Rome, 
London Office: 5 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W.C. 
New York: 83-85 Duane Street. 


England and Colonies. Italy. United States. 
2s. each copy. 2 lire each copy. 50 cents each copy. 
Copyrighted in London, All rights reserved. 





NOW READY. In crown 8vo. cloth, price 5s. With Portrait. 


WORDS TO WOMEN. 
Addresses and Essays. 
By the late Mrs. H. R. HAWE’S. 
Biographically Edited by her Husband, the Rev. H. R. HAWEIS, M.A. 


Crown 8vo. cloth, gilt top, 3s. 6d. ; leather flexible, 5s. 


BETWEEN THE LIGHTS: Thoughts for th 


Quiet Hour. In Prose and Verse. Arranged for every day in the year. By 
Fanny B. Bates 
“We give a joy ful greeting to this sple ndid and stimulating book. There is nothing 
like it. In its own field it is supreme.” —Rewiew of the Churches. 
** « Between the Lights’ should be the daily companion of our readers.” 
Methodist Times, 
“ The volume has the twofold attraction of literary charm and moral inspiration." 
Glasgow Daily Mail. 
* We have rarely met with a book of the kind derived from so many and sud 
diverse sources as this. The result is excellent.""—Literary World. 2 
* ‘The best set of extracts for daily reading which we have ever come across. 
Bradford Obsernr. 
London BURNET & ISBISTER, 16 Buckingham Street, Strand. 


NOW READY 


AT ALL THE BOOKSELLERS’. 


SOME SONGS AND VERSES. 


By WALLACE STEVENSON. 


Crown 8vo. 5s. net. 





ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE & CO., Ltd., 2 Whitehall Gardens, Westminstet 





ARE AND OUT OF PRINT BOOKS SUPPLIED- 
State Wants.—I want to buy FIRST EDITIONS of Thackeray, Ai / 
Marryat, George Meredith, Shelley, Keats, Lamb, Jesse, Pardoe, Freer, R. L. Steve 
son, T. Hardy, Jane Austen ; also Books illustrated by Cruikshank, Leech, ey 4 
Alken, Phiz, &c. Also rare Alpine Works and Journals. ass. (each lot) offered 
“ Country Life,” first 4 vols. ; Gardiner'’s History, 2 vols., 1863 ; Behmen's = 
4 vols., 1764.—EDWARD BAKER'S GREAT BOOKSHOP, JOHN BRI 
STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 


a 


To BOOKBUYERS and LIBRARIANS of FREE LIBRARIES. -3 
December Cats alogue of valuable Second-hand Works and New Remainders, 0 too © 
srices greatly reduced, is now ready, and will be sent post free upon applica 
V. H. SMITH & SON, L ibrary Department, 186 Strand, London, W.C 








PLEASE NoTr.—THE OUTLOOK should be obtainable at all Ratwa 
BOOKSTALLS and from NEWSAGENTS on SATURDAY MORNING th’ 
London and the Provinces at the same time as the London 
papers are available, 
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_—_ 
part of this issue has been or will be underwritten. 


THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN ELECTRICAL 
VEHICLE COMPANY, LTD. 


Regist:red under the Companies Acts, 1862 to 1898. 


RE CAPITAL, £150,000, of which the Vendors take 93,000 fully- 
paid £1 Shares in part payment of the purchase consideration. 


he BALANCE of 54,000 SHARES of £1 each are NOW OFFERED for 
TeRIPTION, payable as follows: 2s. 6d. per Share on Application, 2s. 6d. per 
agen Allotment, 78. 6d. per Share on 1st February, 1901, 7s. 6d. per Share on 
gst May, 199% Directors. 
Colonel J. F. CALDWELL, J.P., of Mishnish, Argyllshire, and Army and Navy 
Club, S W. . , rr . . 
goceR H. FULLER, Kenley, Ditton Hill, Surbiton (Director of the De Dion 
suton Company). . 
THEODORE G. CHAMBERS, 4 Bloomsbury Place, W.C. (Director of the Leecoll 
Battery Company, Limited). 
ERNEST W. HART, Luton, Beds. 
® Being interested as Vendors will join the Board after Allotment, 
Bankers.—PARR'S BANK, Limited, 4 Bartholomew Lane, E.C. 
Solicitors for the Vendors.—H1ICKS, ARNOLD & MOZLEY, 35 King Street, 
’ Covent Garden, W.C, 
Solicitors for the Company. -F. C. SILLS, 16 Cockspur Street, S.W. 
4uditor.—P. D. LEAKE, F.C.A, (of Leake & Co., Chartered Accountants, 
r 25 Abchurch Lane, London, E.C.), 
Patent Agent.—PHILIP M. JUSTICE, 55 and 56 Chancery Lane, W.C. 
Consulting Engineer Sir WM. H. PREECE, K.C.B., F.R.S. (of Preece & Cardew, 
13 Queen Anne's Gate, Westminster). 
Seretary and Registered Office.—S. A. COBBETT, 14 Devonshire Square, E.C, 
General Business Office.—4 Bloomsbury Place, W.C, 
Carriage Depits, Works, and Charging Stations. 
Juxon Street, Lambeth, S.E. ; Johnson Street, Notting Hill Gate, W.; 15 Bury Street, 
Kensington, S.W. ; New Norfolk Street, Shoreditch, E,C, 


ABRIDGED PROSPECTUS. 

Tuts Company has been formed to acquire the assets of the Leecoll Electric Battery 
Company, Limited, together with one-half share in the Leecoll Patents in France, 
Belgium, Italy, Hungary, Spain, and the Colonies of Victcria and New South Wales, 
and in any other countries where it may hereafter be thought desirable to take out 
patents (with the exception of the United States and Canada, wherein Patents have 
ten granted; but this Company acquires no rights as to these countries). Patents 
have been applied for in Austria, Germany, Norway, Russia, and India. 

The British patents are owned by the Leecoll Electric Battery Company, Limited, 
who sell them to this Company, together with all their properties and con'racts. The 
Leecoll Company has no debts or liabilities to be paid off by this Company, but posse sses 
carriages, accumulators, and plant to the value of over £2,000, 

Mr. Theodore Chambers, having secured the right to deal with the Foreign patents, 
paid several visits to the Continent during the summer and autumn of this year; and 
negotiations are proceeding in Paris, Berlin, Vienna, and Buda-Pesth with reference to 
glmate dealings with the Continental patents. 

Mr. Cockerton, a Director of the Leecoll Klectric Battery Company, has left England 
for Sydney and Melbourne, with a view to negotiating with Colonial patents. 

This Company will have the right to any improvements which may be made by the 
original Vendor (the inventor) in respect to the said invention. “ 

LEECOLL ACCUMULATOR. 

Itis admitted on all sides by both scientific and mercantile authorities that, given a 
reliable accumulator, a very large and yrofitable business can be done in Electric 
Curiages. It has been said by one of the leading authorities on accumulators that 

“In traction it is demanded that accumulators shall be light, cheap to maintain, 
posess good capacity, bear great strains for short or moderate periods, and be capable 
ofvery rapid charging.” The Leecoll accumulator gives r2 Watt-hours per pound of 
cell during a five-hours’ discharge. It thus stands very high in the list of known batteries 
as regards lightness, and is sufficiently light to answer all practical requirements. 

The Leecoll accumulator is made on an original plan, a metallic coating being 
deposited on the negative when in the act of charging, and being stripped off when 
discharging. The active material being thus a part of the negative, it cannot be stripped 
or shaken off by any accident to the battery. As there is no active material to fall out of 
postion, and no possible chance of buckling, the durability of the Leecoll ceil is apparent. 

The cost of maintenance is extremely low. There is no sulphating, and the elements 
are practically indestructible. The cells can be charged or discharged at extremely high 
ct low rates without harm. The cost of manufacture of the Leecoll Battery is much 
ess than that of lead plate cells, as no skilled or expensive labour is required. 

Having regard to these facts, it was determined to submit the Battery to both pro- 

ional and practical test and trial, reports of which are in full prospectus. These have 
ee ied the directors in their high opinion of the property they propose to 
purchase, 


ELECTRICAL VEHICLE TRIALS. 

The success of the Leecoll Battery at these trials and upon the Automobile Club run 
to Southsea has been fully recognised by the Electrical and Automobile Press. Extracts 
from the reviews will be found in the full Prospectus. 

The chief business to be undertaken is the supply of town carriages and delivery 
cas. Touring cars will, however, be built to the order of purchasers. 

An optional contract on the part of this Company has been entered into with E. W. 
Hart, of Luton, for the supply of electric cars, 

, To effect a practical scheme for commercial purposes, contracts have been entered 
into relating to properties in Lambeth, Notting Hill Gate, South Kensington, and the 
City, to be used as Depdts. 

he Lambeth property covers an area of more than 14,000 superficial feet, and is 
firted up with all the machinery and plant necessary for charging electric carriages. 

Such a central depét is essentia! to the business proposed to be undertaken by this 
Company. Had it been necessary to erect buildings and to fit them with the required 
Plant, this could not have been done without a delay of several months, and the expendi- 
ture of at least hy 9,000 

description of all these properties is contained in the full Prospectus. 
= ~ Company is prepared to make batteries for use on electric launches, in connection 
th eleciric light installations, and for any other purpose. Considerable orders for cells 
ae now in hand. 


FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE COMPANY. PURCHASE PRICE. 
A. Price to be paid for the assets of the Leecoll Battery Company, Limited, has been 
xed by the Vendors at 460,00, payable entirely in fully-paid Shares in this Company 
© price to be paid tor the one-half share in the foreign patents of the Leecoll 
tery has been fixed by the Vendors at £30,500, payable as to £2,000 in cash, and the 
~~ of £28, sco in fully-paid Shares in this Company. 
ha Price to be paid fur the property at Lambeth has been fixed by the Vendor at 
avon payable as to £7,000 in cash, and the balance of £7,500 in fully-paid Shares in 
ompany. 


Hine Price to be paid on the completion of the purchase of the ‘property at Notting 


| Gate is £1,000 in cash. 
CASH BALANCE, 
On the basis of the issue of £54,000 Shares there will remain to the Company for 


S purposes a cash balance of £44,000 after it is completely es i 
: sh bals pletely established on a sound 
commercial = asa going concern. 


he Vendor, Theodore G. Chambers, who is selling at a profit, will, in conjunction 


With , : 
iedea — Vendors, pay all exp-nses of promotion of the Company up to and 
br & the completion of the purchase, excepting stamps, registration fees, and 


frages, which will be paid by this Company. 
of b 4 — Promotion money has been or will be paid in connection with the formation 
ns Beak 7, _ Ali applications must be sent to the Comoany’s Bankers, Messrs. 
Amd ue Bartholomew Lane, E.C., on the Form enclosed with the 
Sithoat an ould no all tment be made the deposits on application will be returned 
any deduction.—London, 2oth December, 1900, 





ELYSEE PALACE HOTEL COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 


Tue third annual general meeting of the Elysée Palace Hotel Company, Lim., was 
held on Thursday last at Winchester House, E.C., Sir F. Hl. Evans, K.C.M.G., 
(Chairman of the Company), presiding. 

The secretary (Mr. S. Gorringe) having read the notice convening the meeting, 

Th- Chairman said: We are now dealing with the accounts of practically the first 
year of this hotel. Last year when I had the pleasure of addressing you, I spoke of the 
exhib:tion in Paris and its probable effect upon the hotel. I mentioned that at that time 
we were overrun with demands for suites of apartments, and we had really to stop letting 
them in order that we might have something left for others who might come later. But 
the exhibition, as you all know, has been financially not a success, and everyone who 
has counted upon the usual profits of an exhibition in Paris has had to experience dis- 
appointment the same as we have. We hoped thit everything would go exceedingly 
well with us, and we should be able to present a very large profit to you. I am perfectly 
certain that had I been able to foresee the result of the Paris Exhibition I should never 
have held out the hore of realising anything like the substantial profits we have been 
able to earn in spite of the drawbacks. 

The accounts show that we have made a trading profit of £49,000, and that we are 
able to give you a good and substantial dividend. I think that every shareholder must 
congratulate himself, as we do, that, owing to the advantages offered by this hotel, we 
have, in spite of the disappointment in connection with the exhibition, been able to 
realise such a large profit. It only shows that the advantages you possess in this hotel 
are likely to warrant—that is my hope, at any rate - almost any sort of anticipation, 
moderately gauged, which any of you may form as tothe future. As far as I am con- 
cerned, I consider that you have a very good property, and that it will not disappoint 
shareholders. If they will stick to the hotel they will find that they will receive some- 
thing substantial to reward them for holding on to the security. The directors are large 
shareholders or represent large holdings. Sir Blundell Maple and the Sleeping Car 
Company are very large holders, and the support that can be given to the hotel by the 
members of the Board in their individual capacity cannot fail to assist it very much in 


the future. 
THE ACCOUNTS. 


Turning to the accounts, and taking the liabilities first, there is no particular change 
in the capital. Our mortgages amount to £248,508, and we have the rigat, under the 
articles of association, to go to £250,000, and the difference is practically made up by the 
difference in exchange. The 5 percent. debentures are the same, and as regards the 
creditors the amounts on the 30th September, since when many have been paid, were as 
follows : Bills payable £32,c00, on contract 416,000, and other creditors £13,coo, making 
a total of £61,000, Debenture interest amounts to £1,500, and the balance of profit and 
loss account, including the £5,000 carried from last year, to 424.590. On the asset side, 
the freehold site, which last year stood at £594,000, now stands at £609,000. We 
have spent during the year £24,929, making a gross capital expenditure of £618,952, 
and for depreciation we have written off £9,000, leaving a sum of £609,887. 
Wines, cigars, and provisions at cost stand at £16,412, while last year it was £13,900. 
Of course we had to provide more provisions than usual on account of the exhibition, 
but owing to the fact that the hotel was not so full as we had hoped, there is a larger 
amount in stock than there would have been. London office furniture stands at £151, 
the same as last year, sundry debtors to the hotel (since received) at £4,253, and 
moneys paid in advance £3,293. These do not call for any particular nctice. 
Cash at bankers and in hand is £24,683. In the profit and loss account the 
profit on the trading for the year is £49,525, disposed of as follows: Interest 
on debentures and loans, £17,782; remuneration of directors and trustees, 
42,210; salaries, London and Paris, £605; office, general, and travelling expenses, 
£381. 1 may mention incidentally that the directors do not charge anything for 
travelling expenses. Both Sir Blundell Maple and myself have had to visit Paris a 
great many times, and we pay the hotel bills, and. in fact, have no advantages over 
the ordinary traveller. Depreciation on furnishing amounts to £4,228, and on stocks 
and stores to £4,°35, totalling £9,054. That leaves a net profit of £19,481, which, with 
the 65,109 brought forward from last year, makes a total of £24,590. Out of this we 
prop »se a dividend of 7 per cent., or 1s. 4 4-5d. on the ordinary shares, and 13s. 4d. on 
the deferred shares. I will now move the resolution for the adoption of the report and 
accounts, and then I shall be happy to answer any questions. 

Mons. G. Nagelmackers seconded the motion. 

Replying to questions, the Chairman said that the item of interest on loans was all 
interest, and did not represent a sinking fund. ‘There were four directors, and each of 
them had his share of the control of the hotel and his individual responsibility. With 
regard to the depreciation on furnishing the amount was written off furniture, the repairs 
of which had to be provided for. The depreciation on stocks and stores represented 
loss on linen, glass, &c. The great object of the directors was to put accounts before 
the shareholders which could be thoroughly relied upon. 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

The Chairman moved that a dividend of 1s. 4 4-5d. per share, equal to 7 per cent. on 
the 200,000 ordinary shares, and 13s. 4d. per share on the 3,000 deferred shares, be paid 
for the past year ended September 30, 1900. 

Sir J. Blundell Maple, Bart, M.P., in seconding the motion, said that he quite 
agreed with the remarks made by one of the shareholders that employés should have an 
interest in the results of the trading beyond their ordinary salaries, and in case of the 
Elysée Hotel that course had been adopted. With reference to the business of the year 
under review, the first six months were rather slack owing to the fact that many people 
postponed their visits to Paris till the opening of the exhibition. During the time of the 
Exhibition the Company has done well, but expenses were higher. Since the accounts 
were made up the Company has been doing a very good trade. The hotel was well 
situated and the sanitation much better than in the lower parts of Paris, and he had 
every confidence in its future. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman and directors closed the proceedings. 
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WHITE'S CONSOLIDATED COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 


Tue third ordinary general mee:ing was held on Monday last at the Cannon Street 
Hotel, Sir John Willoughby presiding. 

The Chairman observed that, owing to his absence in South Afiica and to the diffi- 
culty of getting the accounts made out in time in consequence of the war, the meeting 
had had to be postp ned until now. The directors, however, had had the accouy ts made 
up to June 30 last. Like all other undertakings inRhodesia, this Company had been con- 
siderably affected by the South African rebellicn, by the general uncertainty and unrest 
therety entailed, and by the long interruption of railway commun‘cation with the sou h. 
Consequently the revenue from hou:e property showed a temporary decrease on that of 
previous years. He anticipated, however, that this would short'y be rectified row that 
the hhodesian Voluntee:s bad returned to their homes. Taking everything into consi- 
deration, and bearing in mind the smal amount of working capital available since 
the formation of the Company, he thought the resul s obtained and the progress 
made might be taken as fairly satisfactory. In April last year tle Red 
and White Rouse Goll Mining Company (Limited) was floated with an issued 
capital of £150,000, this Company receiving 90,000 shares and £10,000 cash, and 
a further sum of £6,000 refund of capital outlay on machinery, buildings, and the 
main shaft prior to flotation, The development of the Red and White Rose property 
had been showing cxcellent results. He believed that the Company's interest in that 
mine wovld prove a very valuable asset. To be on the safe side, before recommending 
the Sabi Nu. 2 as a sound investment, the directors called in outside expeits’ opinion. 
Their reports did not coincide with that of their lace consulting engineer, and on their 
recommendation further devel pment was undertaken. This kad not proved altogether 
satisfaxtcry, for though large bodies of ore were located, they did not appear to b= of 
sufficiently high grade to werk at a profit under present conditions. In the meantime 10 
claims of their eatension of the Sabi No. 2 were sold to the Sabi Rhodesia Develop- 
ment Company for 15,070 shares. The development on this property had since been 
satisfactory. The encouraging results of the work comp'eted on the Great Belingwe 
Reef were a subject for consider .Lle congratulation ; it appeared to have an average 
width of 5 ft., and the average value of all ore extracted had been 16°3 dut. If this 
width and values were maintained the property was likely to prove a big mining pro- 
position. If only a very small proportion of the claims owned by the Company proved 
to be of good value, their success was assured. Mr. Roberts had not yet inspected all 
the'r mining propertes, but he thought very well of « large proportion of those 
he had already visited, notably the Bessie and Duiker cla‘ms, on which he 
was mst anxious to start work as soon as funds permitted and the r quis‘te 
Jabour supply was obtainable. Of the Company's land holding of 553,454 acres, 60,000 
acres were on the gold belt, and as the gold industry progressed the Company 
were likely, sooner or later, to obtain considerable revenue from the sale of timber to the 
mines, and from their half-share in claim licences. The Company's coal inte-est near 
Tuli amounted to one-f urth of the whole. The 3,600,000 tons now estimated to have 
been proved went far to establish the importance of this coalfield, which, being situated 
withia 1co miles of the Gwanda gold district, was admirably placed for the cheap supp'y 
of coal to the numerous mines in that neighbourhood. The value of the stands and 
house property owned by the Company was officially assessed at about £42,020. After 
distributing among the shareho!ders a bonus of Red and White Rose shares, equal to 
10 per cent. on the whole capital of the Company, the total number of shares in 
subsidiary local companies, and other investments amounted to 62,061. The 
450,000 of working capital proviced on the formation of the Company could 
not be expected to go very far in the development of their 2,000 claims. 
In he Cirectors’ opinion it would be premature to realise any of their share- 
holdings and other assets at this particular moment, when the end of a protracted 
war was in sight, and it was therefore proposed, as soon as matters took a turn 
for the better, to make an issue of £100,000 in debentures, convertible into ordinary 
shares at a certain price above par hereafter to be determined. In the meantime, waile 
awaiting a favourable opportunity, the balance in hand, though sufficient to carry on 
the expenses of maintenance, &c., for some time to come, was not sufficient to enable 
the directors to proceed with further development. In conclusion, he moved the adop- 
tion of the report, which was seconded by Captain the Hon. Charles J. White and 
carried unanimously. 





RED AND WHITE ROSE COLD 
MINING COMPANY, LTD. 


Tue second ordinary general meeting of the Red and White Rose Gold Mining Com- 
pany, Ltd., was held on Monday last at the Cannon Street Hotel, E.C., Sir John C. 
Wi loughby, Bart. (Chairman of the Company), presiding. 

The Secretary (Mr. George R, Saunders) having read the notice convening the 
meeting, 

The Chairman said : As this is the first meeting since the statutory meeting, held in 
September last year, and as the mine is still in the developing stage, the accounts are 
only those of development, and therefore, I think, require very little comment from me. 
Referring to the balance-sheet, you will see that the total amount of expenditure siace 
flotation to June 30, 1900, has been £20,594 7s. 6d. This sum includes £6,000 refunded 
to the verdors on account of capital outlay prior to flotation. It also includes the cost 
of sinking the main shaft to a depth of 411 ft., all permanent buildings, reservoir con- 
structiin, machinery and mining development. The total footage done during the period 
under review was upwards of 1,200 ft., making the total footage on the mine to dae 
3.563 ft. (White Rose otage included). This amount of work would have been 
quite doubled but for the difficulties in procuring sufficient native labour, and also 
the necessary mining stores, during the past year, since the war broke out. It will 
be rem: mbered that driving at the first level at a depth of 125 ft. exposed an ore 
body of a width of 2 ft. 6 in., and of a value of nearly 1 oz. over a length of scme 
1,200 ft. Discarding the lower-giade portions of the reef, we have four distin:t 
shutes or ore zones, amounting to 852 ft. in length, collectively of an average assay 
value of 1 oz. 19°5 dwt., over a width of nearly 2ft. Driving at the first level since 
flotation indicates that the limits of the payable ore shutes have not yet been 
reached. ‘he main shaft at the end of July last had been sunk an additional 272 ft. 
to a depth of 410 ft., and driving east and west commenced at the third level. At 
the second level 369 ft. of driving had been completed on the ssme date, proving that 
the most western shute contains 35 ft. more payable ground at this level than the results 
obtained in the first level led us to expect. Another important fact is that at the second 
level the reef has widened out considerably, showing from 3 ft. to 4 ft. wide. The reef 
exposed at the third level appears to be of the same satisfactory width. This alone should 
double the present rate of development. It-is hoped to complete some 2,0c0 ft. of driving 
at the second and third levels in the course of the next few n.onths, provided that the 
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work continues to give as satisfactory results as hitherto. Mr. Roberts estimates 
the total payable ore reserves should then amount to som? 33,009 tons, or suficase 
supply the battery for one year. . 

The approximate amount of payable ore deve'oped up to date was esi 
9,863 tons, of a value of nearly 1 oz. This does not include a considerably lap 
amount of ore in sight, the value of which is, apparently, the same, but Cannot jy 
so accurately determined, and which is therefure not taken into account, The latey 
report from the mine states that the total amount of ore developed and exposed 
to the end of October amounted to 19,612 tons. Owing to the war awd bi 
interruption of the railway, the battery under order was countermand.d, It has, hop 
ever, now been completed, and will shortly be forwarded, and, provided that ty 
development continues to be satisfactory, will be erected and commence 
in the coming year. As prcviously intimated, the extent of the richest shate 00 thy 
eastern portion of the property appears greatr than the distance of 372 feet 
proved in the first level. Owing to the conformation of the ground, ang é 
comparatively shallow depth of the first level, it bas been decided to prove 
further extent of this shute by driving at the second and third levels, After the tee 
of Mafeking I visited this mioe in July last, and was very much pleased with IS prospec 
and the work being carried out under the superintendence of Mr. Roberts, The pe. 
manency of the reef having been proved to a depth of 411 ft., this mine ranks among ; 
few of the princ'pal ones in Rhodesia that have attained a similar depth. The wides 
of the reef to from 3 ft. to 4 ft. at the deeper levels is the most encouraging featur g 
past development, for if the present values are maintained in the course of further devel 
ment the mine in all probabil ty will be capable of supplying a much larger number 
stamps than the 20 originally estimated for, in which case the profits should incre 
proportionat ly. Mr. Roberts’ estima’e of anoual profits at £51,072, from the result 
a ac-stamp mill, eq sivalent to 39 per cent. 01 the total issued capital of the Company js 
encouraging, particularly as it coincides with previous estimates. I have reason y 
bl eve that this estimate is a conservative one. In conclusion I may say that fron 
iatormation to hand, and from my own person | observation, | feel confident as w & 
future of the mine, and that its outlook is, so far, satisfactory, and I look forward to jx 
being able to give, during the coming year, by actual crushing results, a substan 
indication of its true value. I now beg to move : ** That the Gi:ectors’ report 
together with the annexed statement of the Company's accounts to June 30, 1900, be 
received and adopted.” 

Tne Hon. Charles J. White seconded the motion, which, on being put to theme 
ing. was corried unanimously. 

The proceedi gs terminated with a vote of thanks to the Chairman, who express 
the hope that before the next meeting the sharehclders would have substantial prods 
ae he had told them abut the Red and Whiue Rose property by acuual crushisg 
results, 


DUNRAVEN GOLD WiINING COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 


Tue ordinary general meeting was held on Monday last at the Cannon Street Hotel 

Sir John C. Wiiloughby, who presided, stated that the reason why the meeting wa 
held so late in the year was attributable to the difficulties caused by the eventscf th 
last fifteen months in South Africa. The balance to the credit of the Companys 
carried from the profit and loss account, might be considered satisfactory, especially s 
the actual profits would have been very much greater but for the excessive cost of labox, 
and its irregular supply, and the profits had been made during a period of ten mont 
only, while the battery was actually crushing. ‘The position of the mine had materially 
improved stnce the general meeting last year. Daring the ten months the battery ms 
running, the mine never had the necessary complement of natives, and in order to mim 
the ore necessary fur the requirements of the battery, development of further ore reser 
had to be sacrificed. The labour supply kept getting worse until, in July of last yea, 
19,480 tons of the original reserves of ore had been crushed and comparatively few reserms 
had been added. It therefi re became absolutely necessary at that time to shut down th 
mill and turn all hands on to development, with the satisfactory result that when the 
battery restarted crushing on October 21 last, approximately 40,000 tons of oreof a 
milling value of 12 dwts. had been blocked out ready for the mill, The total reserves 
ore developed and in sight were 50,000 tons on that date, or sufficient to supply the 
battery with 12 dwt. ore for about two years. In addition, a very large amount of ore of 
lower grade had been developed, which it was estimated would pay well to crush wha 
the railway now being constructed cheapened the cost of transport, &c. Since the isu 
of the directors’ report the return for November of 1,316 oz. from 2,270 tons crushed | 
been announced. This constituted a record, being 125 oz. in excess of any previous 
month's return, By the latest advices it appeared probab'e that the return foor this month 
would exceed even this record, and that the same satisfactory yield could be maintained 
approximately for the next two years from the ore reserves already to hand, always provided 
that the requisite labour were obtainable. All this might be considered very satisfactor}, 
but as the formation of the mine was what was termed a “ bedded " formation, esdisting 
from a fissure vein, they could not even now speak with ab-olute certainty as to the p& 
manency of the reefs below the points where the hard blue crystallised formaiim 
was encountered. ‘Ihe reefs might exist in the blue schist or might flatten 2 
dip and extend above it in a direction more or less horizontal; but there 
also still the possibility that the recfs might pinch at some greater 
than had hitherto been reached in development. If either of the first t 
alternatives occurred, the “lite” of the mine would be assured for many yes 
but in the third alternative its life would then be determined by the smount of at 
developed and still to be develuped above the lowest level yet reached and by the 
character and extent of any further lateral ore chutes which might yet be opened op 
The maximum depth a‘tained by sinking on the reefs up to date was 560 ft., and the 
giand total footage cut now amounted to about 14,0co ft. Roughly speaking, even with 
the present labour difficulties and costly transport, the wo:king expenses at the mune 
were only about 6dwt., and the mine manager told him whea he visited the mine that 
he hoped to reduce them to about 4 dwt. when the railway reached the Selukwe. ‘The 
whole of the earthworks of the railway to Gwelo had been finished, and the completion 
of the line was expected during the coming year. ‘The managing director tad ad 
them that Mr. Rhodes, after a visit to the Selukwe, was so impressed by the prospects 
of the district that he recently promised him the immediate further extension of the rai 
way to the Selukwe township, or to within two miles of the mine, as soon 4s the sect 
to Gwelo was completed. The difference of cost between railway and the present 
wagon transport should alone amcunt to a saving of frcm £4 to £5 per ton, besides 
en uring a regular transport service during the whole of the year. The Governmett 
were now fully alive to the fact that the mining companies in Rhodesia, without some 
ouiside assistance, were powerless to cope with the labour difficulties. Mr. Rhodes had, 
therefore, taken the matter seriously in hand, and his efforts had already been atteoded 
with considerable success. He conclud.d by moving the adoption of the report. 

Major S. Wynne Finch seconded the motion. 

‘lhe Chairman, in answer to questions, stated that the workings were deeper at the 
Dunraven than in any other mine in Rhodesia, They expected that the result of the 
developments during the next year would enable them to tell whether the reef went 
down, and they would then be in a position to see whether they could begin paying 
dividends, It was quite possible that the consulting engineer might have to go down 
another 200 {t, before he could announce that the mine was permanent in depth, The 
motion was adopted. 
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NESSIE COLD MINING COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 


ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of the Jessie Gold Mining 
Company, Limited, was held on Tuesday last, at the Cannon Street Hotel, E.C, Mr. 
Henry Partridge (managing director in London) presiding. 

The Chairman said: The report on our operations for the five months from the 

ion of the Company to the end of the year, and Major Heany’s supplementary 

report 10 the end of September last, like other reports of Rhodesian properties, chronicle 
some disappointments and some difficulties, now well understood as b: ing the effects of 
the war in South Africa. As explained in the report, in view of the un ertainty of the 
delivery of the machinery it was considered advisatle, on the score of e:onomy, not to 
undertake any expensive development before certain parts of that machinery, especially 
the pumping plant and air compressois, were received at the mine. The mine had 
already reached an advanced stage of development by hand sinking. After a certain 
depth, hand sinking is both expensive and slow, and its continuance is inexpedient on 
the score of cost. In the case of the Jessie, where, in the early days, much water was 
found, nothing was likely to be gained by hand sinking, even in regard to the matter 
of time; for the development would progress so rapidly after the receipt of the air 
compressors, hauling gear, and pumps as to make up for the time lost in waiting. It was 
therefore determired to devote the interval to surface work and to the erection of the 
necessary buildings and offices, with the resu't that all the oflices, stores, shop, men’s 
quarters, and the native compounds were, at the end of September, complete and ready 
for occupation so soon as the battery and other machinery is received. At that date— 
that is, the end of September—the main shaft was down 170 ft., and the development 
foo'age amounted to something over 2,000, with very satisfactory assay results, as re- 
fered to in Major Heany's report. The rock developed and at dump amounted 
to about 14,000 tons, of a value of over 10 dwt., this Leing the estimate, 
acdusive of any high-grade samples which have been found in the mine, the 
ref varying from 2ft. to 11ft. in width. We are assured in the report that the 
values quoted hcld good where the reef is 8 ft. to 9 ft. wide, and tha: there is 
ro doubt that by the time the stamps are ready to fall there will be ample ore 
developed to supply them for at least two or three years’ crushing. The reef has already 
teen proved for about 1,cooft. It is stated to be clearly defined with good and regular 
walls, and the management is in every way satisfied with the prospects of the mine. In 
consequence of the small amount of work cone underground, and the delay in the 
receipt of the mill, only some £7,000 had been expended on the property at the end of 
the year, leaving about £63,cco in hand, of the working capital of £70,0co provided, 
available for the freight, erection of machinery, and for further development. We are, 
therefore, in an excellent posi ion to meet all required cutlay, and to push on develop- 
ment as soon as the railways are available and our machinery is received on the mine. 
If we have not done much work we have not spent much money, and with better times 
in the country, wih the railways open and the present difficulties of transport overcome, 
I think we shall soon show the very good position we are in, and, with our finances, 
what the mine is capable of Coing. I may mention that the last part of the machinery 
belonging to the 15-stamp battery, which was ordered many months ago, will leave 
London this week, and if the railway is open on its arrival at the port it should be at tke 
mine, erected, and crushing within about six months from this cate. I now beg to 
propose: “‘ That the report of the directors, together with the annexed statement of 
accounts to December 31, 1899, be received and adopted.” 

Colonel the Hon. C. G. Gathorne-Hardy seconded the motion. 

A Shareholder : Do the stamps include the cyanide process? 

The Chairman : No, they do not ; the cyanide process is distinct from the stamps. 

The motion for the adoption of the report and accounts was then put and carried 
unanimously. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman for presiding having been carried, the proceedings 
terminated. 





EAGLE-VULTURE MINES, LTD. 


Tue second ordinary general meeting of shareholders in the Eagle-Vulture Mines, 
Limited, was held on Tuesday last at the Cannon Street Hotel, E.C., Mr. Henry 
Partrioge (managing director in London) in the chair. 

The Chairman said : The report I have the honour to submit for your approval covers 
the operations of the Company during the ten months from its formation to the end of 
last year, and Major Heany's supplemental report covers the following nine months to 
the erd of September last. Immediately on the registration of the Company energetic 
development work was undertaken, with the result that over 3,000 feet of development 
work was done before the end of the year, and since that time some 2,090 feet further 
work has been accomplished, making a total footage of at least 5.000 feet. As you will 
have read in Major Heany’s report, the mine has been developed by 10 vertical shafts and 
humerous winzes, and the reef has been proved 2,coo ft. The main shaft is down 409 ft. 
Four levels have been driven at 70 ft., 150 ft., 280 ft., and 350 ft. The 70 ft. level and 
the 150 ft. level have been driven in for about 2,500 ft. ; the 280 ft. level has been 
driven for about 300 ft., and the 3:0 ft. level probab'y 100 ft. to 150 ft., all with very 
satis‘actory results, The recf everywhere is reported to be well defined, true and 
unbroken. The average width of the reef is 3 ft., and the ore already blocked out 
and ready for stoping and of known good value is sufficient to keep a battery of 
15 stamps continually crushing for at least three years. The only difficulty we 
have so far encountered is the question of the water supply. It was expected that 
the water which was at one time found in the mine would be sufficient for the 
Purposes of working the mine. I believe that is now found to be inadequate—that 
8 to say, so far as I know, without kaving had a rainy season. Since they got 
down to the depth of goo ft. they believe that the water in the mine will not be 
suficient,and that we shall have to erect a dam, as is done in most other cases in 
Rhodesia. It is, however, satisfactory to know that in the meanwhile water has been 
found on the extension of this reef, which will be sufficient to carry us on until we get 
the rains, which have not yet come in any quantity in that part of the country, and that 
tt will not prevent our crushing, and crushing, I hope, continuously. As you will have 
Seen from the balance-sheet, at the end of last year we had spent about £42,009 out of 
Your working capital of £50 coo in development, for machinery, &c., leaving a balance 
Of some £8,000 to carry on development to the date of crushing. Seeing that this 
£8,000 would probably be spent before our delayed crushing commenced, we cab'ed to 
Our consulting engineer asking him whether he thought it would be necessary to provide 
working capital, and his reply was to the effect that he hoped to commence 
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crushing at the end of the year, and that he could easily cover requirements and provide 
for all in future. That was, we thought, a very satisfactory intimation, and with such 
an assurance from him it was not necessary for us to come to you for any further working 
capital by the issue of our reserve shares or otherwise, and we have since been confirmed in 
that opinion. Some three weeks ago we received a report from our consulting engineer 
relative to the results of the development on the second level of the mine, which was 
then being pushed forward, as I have already explained, to a very considerable length. 

lis report was that he passed through nearly roo ft.— accurately speaking, it was from 
646 ft. from the main shaft to 745 ft.—and through the whole distance the reef 
assayed something like 5 oz. Oa the receipt of this information, and knowing tkat our 
meeting would shortly be held, we cabled him that the meetir g was fixed for to-day 
and that he was tocable us any further report beforehand, and we have received a most 
satisfactory reply, wiich runs as follows:—‘ Progress development continues satis- 
factory. Shutes below No. 3 west shaft now proved over 200 ft., and continu'ng ; average 
width, 30 in. ; average value, 40z.5 dwt. Estimate 3,000 tons this ore above the 150 ft. 
level. Drive on 280 ft. level west has entered high-grade ore. Norain fallen yet, but have 
made temporary arrangements. Hope start crushing new year.” I am most anxicus 
not to mislead shareholders, and I do not want to lead you to think that the whole of the 
ore in the Eagle-Vulture Mine is going 4 oz. 5 dwt. ; but it is a most extraordInary thing 
in the country up to now to find a run of 200 ft. going 4 oz. 5 dwt. Itis also an extra- 
ordinary thing to have 3,000 tons of ore, which at 4 oz. means 12,000 oz., or nearly 
€50,000 worth of guld, in a mine which has only been developed du:ing the past two 
years. I will now formally move that the report of the directors produced, together with 
the annexed statement of accounts to December 31, 1899, be received and adopted. 

The Right Hon. Lord Wenlock, G.C.S.I, seconded the motion, and same was 
unanimously adopted. 
The proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors. 





LONDON AND GLOBE FINANCE 
CORPORATION, LTD. 


Tue Marquis of Dufferin presided on Monday last over the f.urth orlinary general 
meeting of the London and Globe Finance Corpora ion, Limited, which was held at 
Winchester House. 

The Chairman proceeded to move the adoption of the report. He said he wished 
that thcy c uld have met that day under the same auspicious circumstances which 
characterised the last occasion on which he addressed them. Since then we had been 
passing through not only a period of great public anxiety, but one of severe financial 
depression, in consequence of the war in South Africa. Their owa Company had 
not been able to escape. In the face of these difficulties, however, the board 
applied themselves with renewed energy to replace the Company’s affairs on their 
normal prosperous footing, and, as a result, they were enabled to present a balance- 
sheet with a very substantial sum sanding to the credit of profit and loss 
account. On the debit side the item of sundry creditors referred mainly to balances of 
accounts in regard to the Company's undertaking: in various parts of the world; and 
the item of loans was princ’pally in reference to the purchase of shaves. On the credit 
side the shares held by them in various compani-s stood at £2,332,632, without taking 
into account treir snares in the Baker Street and Waterloo Railway ; and this was 
after wri:ing off a heavy amount for loss and depreciation. Freehold proper.ies stood 
atover £35,000. The item representing the Baker Street and Waterloo Railway ap- 
peared in the assets as over £730,000. In regard to this enterp-ise, it was important 
that he should say a few words, since it was owing to the Baker Street and Waterlao 
Railway that the directors were compelled to advise that no dividend be de_lared at the 
present time. As many of the shareholders had inquired why the directors entered 
into an enterprise of this character—which was somewhat at variance with the other 
purposes of the Company—he might say that a few years ago, when the late Sir William 
Robinson, whom he succeeded, was chairman of the Company, he and the late Lord 
Loch were strongly in favour of the Comoany’s engaging in some unlertaking of a 
different nature to mining enterprise. In this way the bu lding of the railway was 
determined upon. Although it d:d not strongly appeal to the managing director, whose 
experience naturally lay in another direction, yet Mr. Whitaker Wright and the other 
members of the board acquiesced in the recommendatioa of their chairman and his 
colleague, Lord Loch, and the latter became chairman of the railway company. Nor 
could there be any doubt that Lord Loch was quite right in his estimate of the 
soundness, vaiue, and the eventual profit to be derived from this important 
line, which it was believed would be one of the most profitable in London when 
it was completed. It still, however, required a large amount of money to finish 
and equip it, and, as the London and Globe Finance Corporation had undertaken 
this work, the shareholders could readily see that the directors must husband the 
Company's resources until arrangements could be made to dispose of it under 
favourable conditions. Negotiations were now in progress wi’h a syndicate to take over 
this Company's responsibilities in regard to the railway and to reimburse them the 
£750,000 already expended, and the directors hoped to carry these negotiations toa 
successful issue. Referring to other enterprises for which the Company had been 
sponsors and in the success of which they were interested as shareholders, the Chairman 
stated that, from the reports which the directors had received from it. engineers, the 
Lake View Consols appeared to be now entering on a newera of prosperity. The 
Ivanhoe maintained its reputation, and it was to be hoped that it would in the near 
future increase its production. The development of the Le Roi mine had demonstrated 
that it was one of the great mines of the world, and this circumstance had led the 
directors to equip it on a magnificent scale. The various groups controlled by the 
British America Corporation had developed in a satisfactory manner, the ore of Le 
Roi No. 2 being of exc-edingly high grade for Ross!and, the average value being about 
twice that of the origival Le Roi. A good report of the Caledonia copper would 
be made at that meeting ; and the Nickel Corporation had exceeded their expectations. 
Nickel had steadily increased in price since the formation of that compayy, and all that 
could be mined for a year had been sold at satisfactory prices and at a profit. After 
several years and the expznditure of large sums of money, the gold channel in the 
property of the Loddon Gold Fi«lds bad been uncovered, and from this and their Moolorr 
Gold Fields the directors expected to obtain very satisfactory returns for many years. 
In short, they were quite satisfied with the company’s mining issues, Although the- 
board did not propose any dividend on this occasion and were quite aware of the natural 
disappointment that such an announcement would produce, they sincerely hoped to. 
receive the unanimous support of the meeting. It was unpleasant to pay no dividend, 
but it was sometimes necessary, and when it was necessary it was the only honest 
course to follow. The board would be the principal sufferers, not only as large share- 
holders, but as ¢irectors, for, by the articles of association, where there were no 
dividends there were no fees, so that they would have passed through an exceeding!y 
hard year of work with no remuneration whatever. He had offered h'mself for re- 
election, but he had done so purely from a sense of duty. For some time past he had 
felt that the strain and anxiety resuling from bis connection with a Company whose 
financial operations were on so vast a scale were in excess of what his advancing years 
and declining health were adequate te susta'n. Indeed, had it not been for the late 
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Lord Loch’s secession from the board last year, he had been in two minds whether he 
should not have asked the shareholders to relieve him of his present functions, but he 
felt that the resignation at the same moment both of himself and Lord Loch might have 
been misinterpreted, and might have had an unfortunate effect on the Company's 
interests. At that time the condition of their affairs was so flourishing as to have justified 
this step—at all events, as far as one of them was concerned ; but, although no one could 
be more sanguine than he was of the general soundness of their position, he did not like 
to desert his post on an occasion when the directors were obliged to withhold a dividend, 
nor would anything induce him to shrink from sharing whatever responsibility might be 
considered to weigh upon the managing director and his other colleagues. Moved by 
these considerations, he had allowed his name again to be put in nomination, but the 
shareholders might take quite a different view of the situation, and might attribute to 
bad management what the directors believed to be the result of unforeseen and un- 
fortunate circumstances, and that in offering himself for re-election, insteal of 
endeavouring to render a service to the company, he might be doing exactly the 
reverse. If that should be the shareholders’ decision he should bow to it with the 
utmost respect and should regard it as neither unreasonable nor surprising. 

Mr. Whitaker Wright seconded the motion. A heavy depreciation had occurred 
this year, but, nevertheless, the directors showed a large credit to the pro‘t and loss 
account, and he would remind the shareholders that many other companies beside their 
own had “‘ passed" their dividends this year. 

In the discussion which ensued Mr. Flowers complained of not having received his 
balance-sheet until the previous morning, He maintained that a list of the Company's 
investments should be given in the report instead of their being a!l grouped together 
in one item. 

Mr. Seal said that a reasonable time had not been given to consider the report, and he 
proposed an amendment adjourning the meeting to the 7th prox. 

Mr. Herbert seconded the amendment. 

The report was then put to the meeting amid some cries of ‘‘The amendment first,” 
and it was declared carried. 

It was afterwards stated that the chairman had not heard the demand for the amend 
ment to be put, but the feeling of the meeting appeared to be against this course. 

_ Lord Dufferin was subsequently re-elected to his seat on the board, and the proceed- 
ings terminated with a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors. 


GREAT FINGALL CONSOLIDATED, 
LIMITED. 


EARLY DIVIDENDS EXPECTED. 





THE second ordirary general meeting of the Great Fingall Consolidated, Lim., was held 
on Monday at Winchester House, Old Brcad Street, E.C., Colonel R. Parry Nisbet, 
C.1.E. (Chairman of the Company), presiding 
_The Chairman said: In the first place our greatest success has been in the Day Dawn 
Mine, on the main vein, which we intend to call hereafter the Great Fiogall vein. The 
developments may be set forth briefly as follows : In levels Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, we have 
not exposed any further ore, our predecessors having taken out and crushed practically 
all the payable quartz. We commenced by sinking the main shaft, 100 ft. below level 
No. 4, and by driving level No. 5 at 340 ft. depth. This drive was pursued to the north 
and to the south for a total distance of 536 ft., up to the end of October. The vein 
throughout showed a wonderful improvement on No. 4 level, the assays going from 1 oz. 
to over 3 ozs. per ton. and having a minimum average of 14.07. The vein is proved by 
several crosscuts to have an average of about 15 ft. While the limit of the pay- 
quartz may have been reached at the north end, at the south the vein continues strong, 
and gave assays of over 2 ozs. per ton in the face. Driving will be resumed there 
shortly. Meanwhile the main shaft was sunk a further distance of 200 ft. in all, for 
the purpose of driving levels Nos. 6 and 7. No. 6 at 440 ft. depth has been driven 
north and south for a total distance of 556 ft. at the end of October. The conditions 
generally were exactly the same as in No. 5 level, except that the values were certainly 
higher. The engineers do not care, however, as yet, to estimate them at over 14 oz. per 
ton over the whole width and length of the vein. We may say, therefore, that in these 
two levels we have 200 ft. of “‘ backs” on pay shoot over 550 ft. long, averaging between 
to and 15 ft. in width, and giving 30 dwts. per ton. Then there is a crosscut from the 
shaft 100 ft. lower, at 540 ft. depth, which has recently cut the vein, and showed its 
width to be 16 ft. 6 in. Assays in 3 ft. sections have been taken, and the vein has just 
been resampled and again assayed, with the result that we are informed by cable that 
the average value in this crosscut at No. 7 level is 1 oz. 16 dwts. per ton over the full 
width. Some 50 ft. further to the south a winze had been sunk from No. 6 level to 
No. 7, following the vein. The winze was in high-grade ore throughout, and a crosscut 
at the depth of No. 7 level showed the width to be 13 ft. at that point, the average 
value over that width being 2 ozs. 7.dwts. per ton. Nos. 5 and 6 levels will be 
further driven southward, and drives both north and south will be at once com- 
menced at level No. 7. The consulting engineers consider that it will be neces- 
sary to open up a new shaft in order to handle the ore to be raised for 
our battery when the stamps are increased. Messrs. Bewick, Moreing & Co., 
whose scheme of operation has been so remarkably successful, may be trusted to look 
ahead and make all necessary provision for the mine on the scale that the develop- 
ments justify. That firm advised us in October last that down to level No. 6 there 
‘were 125,000 tons of ore in sight, of a minimum average of 30dwts. per ton. The great 
regularity of the vein at successive levels, the unusual length of the pay shoot, its con- 
tinuously high value, and its great width make the mine a phenomenon in Western 
Australia, or, indeed, in any other gold-bearing country. It is obvious that the in- 
vesting public must learn to turn their eyes to other places than Kalgurli. The exten- 
sive reserves opened up would provide ore for our present 20-stamp battery for several years 
to come, and these reserves will be increased shortly by the driving of No. 7 level. In 
these circumstances, the engineers naturally recommended an increase of the crushing 
power—first to 30 stamps, and later, when No. 6 level showed that the pay shoot was 
going stronger than ever, to 60 stamps inall. The first addition of 10 stamps was 
promptly ordered, but was delayed by a strike. They are now, however, nearly at their 
destination, and should not take long to erect, as the framework was constructed on the 
mine. The further 30 heads we have also ordered, with all the necessary accessories, 
and no time will be lost in getting them on to the mine. We provided a cyanide plant 
for the present battery, and the necessary additions will be made from time to 
time. Our present 20 stamp: commenced to run in October, but not full time. Certain 
adjustments were required from time to time, both in October and November, but we 
have now had news that both battery and cyanide plant are running well. We therefore 
expect considerably increased yields over last month’s return of 2,267 ozs. from 1,413 tons, 
over the plates, even without the further 10 stamps. We have informed v~u in our report 
of the purchase of the leases to the south of the Day Dawn, or, as we nv w intend to call 
it, the Great Fingall Mine. The vein to the south was proved within a little over 200 ft. 
of the boundary, and we thought it high time to take the precaution of buying the 
leases, acting always on the advice of the engineers. We think the price a fair one 
under the circumstances. P also explained to you fully by circular, and allude in our 
report to, our sale of the Western Leases to the West Fingall, Lim., in’ which we hold 
100,009 fully-paid shares as consideration for the sale. It was evident that our own vein 
was quite sufficient for any one company to work. If we had kept the other 
leases we should have had to work them quite separately, and they would have 
required distinct management, with a separate plant of their own. More im- 
portant than that, however, was the consideration that at least £50,000 would be 
needed to open up the Western Mines properly ; we could not see our way, without 
prejudicing our shareholders’ interests, to raise so large a sum in addition to our require- 
ments on the Great Fingall vein, which we were bound to place first. Finally, with the 
approval of the largest shareholders, we succeeded in arranging for the flotation of the 
leases into a separate undertaking, the whole of the working capital being provided by 
other parties The effect of this is that if, as we confidently believe, these mines do 
well, our 100,000 shares will have a high value. Should they, on the contrary, fail to 
sustain the present indications, we shall not have lost one penny of our shareholders’ 
money. A Company which owns a mine so important as the Great Fingall now is 
must devote its whole energy to the proper exploitation and equipment of the mine on a 
large scale, and it is best not to be led away from this main object by any minor considera- 
tions. That is our policy, and from the number of letters which we havealready received 
with reference to it, we are fully assured of your support in it. The next item in the 
port refers to our shareholding in the Sons of Gwalia Mine. It is obvious to you 
at on account of the magnitude of the operations to be undertaken in the 
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Great Fingall Mines a large amount of capital expenditure must be 

for machinery, plant, and development work. The utmost amount that we pl 
we can meet with ease out of our holding in the Sons of Gwalia. At the same fore, 
are well informed as to the continuously favourable developments on that Line, we 
we have a firm belief that the mine is much under-valued at the present marker ta 
At no distant date, when the Sons of Gwalia Company have the extra 45 Price 
running, which are now almost ready, there will be a considerably increased yield 
as the developments have more than kept pace with the crushings, an a: Pokey 
value is inevitable. We have, therefore, not thought fit to sell any of our Sone 
Gwalia shares, and have been able to arrange our finances with perfe t ease by obtai sof 
a loan from our bankers. What with the Sons of Gwalia and the West Fingae aat 
although there is no hurry to dispose of either, we can see our way to Providing for 
our capital expenditure, while leaving the profit from our crushings available al 
payment of dividends. We think the first of these will not be long delayed, the the 
account figuring on the credit side of the profit and loss account for £13,276 9. 
This, I may explain, results entirely from the operation of the old cyanide va 
on certain accumulated and purchased tailings chen over with the Property, Ni, 
results of milling from our new battery appear in the present accounts, crushing = 
commenced on rst October of this year oe. Before concluding, I feel that | = 
you to take your thoughts back to the time when the present Company was formed 
take over the Day Dawn Mines and the property of the Great Fingall Reefs. | am 4 
to know that a large nuinber of the shareholders of the Consolidated Murchison ani 
Great Fingall Reefs Companies still retain their shares in the new Company, At th 
time of the amalgamation they will remember that the position was briefly as follows, 
The Great Fingall Reefs held shares in the Sons of Gwalia valued at nearly £50,0m, 
with cash available of £13,500, and a loan to the Consolidated Murchison Compan; 
secured by a mortgage amounting to £8,000, making a total of £71,500 in assets, The 
Consolidated Murchison Company, on the other hand, had liabilities of full £r40n, 
and no assets beyond their mines and machinery, the latter being almost worthlent hk 
such circumstances your directors and managers incurred a heavy responsibility in recog. 
mending the amalgamation, and many shareholders in the Great Fingall Reef, though: 
at that time, with some justification, that the transaction was not a favourable one fr 
them. Your directors, however, had implicit confidence in the success of the scheme, 4 
confidence which was based entirely upon the reports of Messrs. Bewick, Moreing 
Co. A-report was made by an independent engineer, but was very vague. He recog. 
mended an option only being taken on the property, which the circumstances 
impossible. Now contrast the position of that time with the position now. The mip 
to which no one then attached any substantial value. has down to No. 6 level only 
125,000 tons of ore exposed, worth £6 per ton, equalling £750,000. Then we have th 
100,000 West Fingall shares, which, in our opinion, will have a very substantial value, 
and are, in fact being dealt in at a considerable premium. We still hold 23,76 Soy 
of Gwatia shares, worth at present prices about £105,000, though, of course, we are ng 
entitled to claim credit for the increase in value of the latter, excepting so far as¢ 
justifies it in n-t having sold them earlier. Against all this we have liabilities of £2000 
only, and we have an excellent new battery and cyanide plant. Such facts are mo 
eloqu«nt than any words of mine. The net result is that ass ts of, say, £80,000 hax 
been turned into assets worth nearly £1,000,000. You will be inclined, perhaps, 
attribute much of this improvement to good fortune, and with some track, bas T have 
always observed that good fortune in such measure as that is usually found only ix 
attendance upon good management. 





AFRICAN ESTATES AND MINING, 
LIMITED. 


Tue second annual ordinary general meeting of the African Estates and Mining 
Company, Limited, was held on Thursday last at Winchester House, Old Bra 
Street, E.C., under the presidency of Mr. Thomas Wilkins, F.G.S. (chairman of te 
company). 

The Secretary (Mr. David J. Mockridge) having read the formal notice, 

The Chairman said: You have Mr. Mackenzie's report, which fully explains to yu 
the particulars respecting your property on the Gold Coast. I will now just briefly 
tell you what work has been done on the property since we last met, both at Anfargh 
and at other places. At Anfargah we told you at the last meeting that Capt 
Roberts was commencing to cut several tunnels. Tunnel No. 1 has 49 ft. of open at 
and 79 ft. of tunnel. They cut a reef 4 ft. thick, assaying 2 oz., at 55 ft. fromtk 
entrance. Then they drove on that reef 68 ft. towards B shaft, and the drives 
timbered and close lagged to breast. About 1 ft. of the reef pans from 2@ 
to 3 oz. in places and 2 oz. to 5 oz. in other places, and the rest é 
from 10 dwt. to 15 dwt. The reef on the drive varies in thickness from 18 in. to4f 
In tunnel No. 2 there is 60 ft. of open cut and 311 ft. of tunnel. At 179 ft. theycst 
several parallel veins of quartz, which assayed from 1 oz. to 1h oz. At 220 ft. they at 
many quartz stringers, carrying gold, and at 280 ft. they cut 3 ft. of quartz similar to 
that in No. 1 tunnel. In tunnel No. 3 they drove gt ft. on thereef. An average of eight 
samples taken in that tunnel gave only 14 dwt. In tunnel No. 4 there is 35 ft. of ope 
cut and 238 ft. of tunnel. At 132 ft. they cut the reef 5 ft. thick, containing leades 
of from }-oz. to 2-07. stuff. In that tunnel they drove 65 ft. from a point 14 f 
from the entrance, and they found the reef averaging from 3 ft. to 5 ft. in width. 
The drive is timbered and lagged on the top and on the south wall. Tunnel No.5, 
which was open-cut 48 ft. and driven 104 ft., is being driven to meet the drive from the 
No. 4tunnel. Thesecond shaft—at Bogosu—has been sunk 56 ft., and there they cutared 
2 ft. 6 in, thick, in three sections of quartz, separated by a few inches of schist and 
mullock. An average of five samples from different parts gave 8 oz. 3 dwt. (970 fine). 
The lowest of the samples was 4 0z. 10 dwt. and the highest 11 oz. 15 dwt, In addition 
to that, there is the recent shaft, which is mentioned at the end of this report. It shows 
a reef 4 ft. wide, which they have not got through, and the assays give a result of 
3 oz. 6 dwt. fine gold per ton. I will just turn to the accounts for a moment or two The 
main point that I have to mention to you is not in respect to the accounts themselves, 
because I believe they are perfectly clear ; but there isan item in the provisional accoust 
for this year of £7,385, which is mentioned as being for options and premiums ; but 
really only includes a bonus that was paid to us to acquire a certain interest in our conce 
sion, apart from the interest that is given by the shares, and we were very glad to be 
able to make that arrangement, because it has made the Company very much stronge, 
and we have a backing that will enable us now to make the subsidiary compasy 
t> which, as we have hinted, the West African property will be transferred an 
success, and not only that, but any other smaller companies that may be the result of that 
parent Company. I am quite sure that our own shares are worth considerably more 
than par at the present time, and I, as a holder of 5,000 shares, would certainly not 
ore at rcs, a share, and I feel I am speaking not only for myself, but for all ay 
colleagues on the board, who are also considerable holders, and also their friends 
and I strongly advise our shareholders, if they know any other sh 
who is anxious to part with his shares, to snap them up at any price they can get them 
for, because I am perfectly certain that, with our company holding a large interest 8 
the new company that is about to be formed, our shares will be very valuable. I 
not detain you with many further remarks, but I will be very pleased to answer any 
questions that may be put to me. I always endeavour, when a sharehoider writes  ~ 
to give him all the information Ican, I think it is better to give the a 
privately than to tell everything in a public meeting ; but any qu ane 
are put to the board will, I am sure, receive attention, and we wi 
them as fully as we can do, having regard to the interests of the company. 
I will now move that the report and accounts le received and @ fe 
Of course that does not relate to the provisional account, but only to the —s 
1899. Those for this year will be brought up to the end of the year and placed 
the auditors in the usual way ; but I always like to tell the shareholders how we & 
in the matter of finance. I do not believe in keep'ng accounts back a year or tW% 
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hiding things from the shareholders. 1 prifer that everyone should know exactly how 
company stands, and what we are going to do, and I trust that the share holders will 

Gre ws teil confidence in the future, as they have done in the past, and even in a 


eater degree. i 
soln P, S. Boult: It has fallen to my lot on three former occasions to second the 


put by the chairman, On former occasions I have always had pleasure in 


ution ; p che . 
en and certainly on this occasion I have greater pleasure, There is no doubt 
that ia the west coast you have avriferous deposits of great value—of a value, I 


seve, far and away beyond those possessed by any other country; and when I say 
that I do not speak without having some acquaintance with matters relating to gold 
mining. 1 do not profess to be an expert; but I am able to give you the opinion of a 
gan who has been over a great many goldfields and who, when in South Africa. 
made himself acquainted with almost the whole of the gold deposits in the Transvaal, 
Ican only say that from my knowledge of what I have seen in the Transvaal— 
and I know every inch of it—I do not believe the richest deposits there are equal to 
those of the Gold Coast. At the time that the Transvaal was first spoken of as a gold- 
field—and I remeaber it very well; for I was one who brought back tidings of the 
hanket deposits—we were told that we were telling fairy tales, and that it was 
P ible. It was only some three years afterwards that the fairy tales we were said 
to have told were far and away exceeded by the fairy-like transformation that took 

in the market, and that what we had previously thought to be the case was 
verified with absolute certainty. I can only speak as far as I know about the banket 

its, which probably all you gentlemen have heard of as existing in the Gold Coast. 
I believe the banket deposits in the Tarkwa and Wassu districts will far and away exceed 
jn value those of the Transvaal. Whether they are absolutely identical it is not for me 
tosay. With reference to the ordinary quartz lodes which exist throughout the west 
coast, there is no doubt they far and away exceed—as far as has been found out— 
the value of those inthe Transvaal. With reference to your particular concession, I 
may say that this company has an option over a territory which is nearly the largest 
posssesed on the west coast -a matter of something like 20 miles by 12 miles, which is, 
indeed, a very large area. I think it is undisputed that throughout the whole length of 
zo miles you have one vast lode of quartz, and I need not point out to you the number 
ofconcessions that we have the right to peg out on that lode. I shall certainly hold on 
tomy shares, believing that they will be of very great value, and I am perfectly certain 
that if we follow the interests of this company through its sub-company, none of us will 
have any reason to regret the course we lonz ago adopted in taking up this property ; 
indeed, I believe we have a most rosv and brilliant future in front of us. (Applause.) 

Mr. A. C. Moreing congratulated the directors upon the very satisfactory statement 
which they had been able to place before the meeting. 

Professor Boult said he had omitted to mention onevery important feature, namely, 
that one of the most important points about the value of their concession was its 
accessibility. The railway was being made from Secundito Tarkwa. They were in- 
formed that this railway would be opened for heavy traffic about three months hence, 
and this was very gratifying news, seeing that the first of their concessions was situated 
almost parallel with Tarkwa, about eight or nine miles distant. 

The motion was then put and carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Moreing, seconded by Mr. Chester, the whole of the directors 
were re-elected, and the Chairman thanked the shareholders for this vote of confidence. 

Messrs. W. W. Macalister & Co. were re-elected auditors, and a cordial vote of 
thanks to the Chairman and directors closed the proceediogs. 





WILLOUGHBY’S CONSOLIDATED, 
LIMITED. 


Tur sixth ordinary general meeting of the shareholders of Willoughby’s Consolidated 
Company, Limited, was held on Thursday at the Cannon Street Hotel, E.C., under the 
presidency of Sir John C. Willoughby (one of the managing directors of the company in 
London). 

The Chairman said : I regret that we have again got behindhand with the issue of 
our report, which, under ordinary conditions, should have been published some time in 
June last. I feel sure, however, that you will have recognised that the exceptional 
events that have turned everything upside-down in South Africa during the last fifteen 
months are solely aceountable for this delay. Though the report and accounts take us only 
up toDecember, 1899, having recently returned from South Africa, after having visited all 
the more important of your mining properties, I am fortunately now in a position to give 
you further details, which I hope will bring yon thoroughly in touch with the latest deve- 
lopments and progress of the company up to date. I will now proceed to discuss the 
talance-sheet. If you will turn to the left-hand page of the balance-sheet the item of 
425,895 under the heading of estimated further liabilities is made up of £13,000, the 
estimated cost of the Dunraven cyanide plant, and the balance for the cost of the 
Bonsor similar plant, this company having undertaken the contract for the erection of 
both, in consideration for 1 3,000 shares in each of the above cOmpanies. The Bonsor 
plant is now being erected, and is expected to be completed by the end of the year. 
The Dunraven Company, however, has not yet called for the erection of its 
Plant. The deferred liabllities of £97,185 are on account of sundry invest- 
ments in the Rhodesia Railway debentures, the Surprise, North Bonsory 
and Grand Manica. This amount has since been reduced to £43,000. On the 
Tight-hand page the amount of £26,855 under outlay during the year includes about 
£7,000 spent on the Queen's Reef, about £6,0co on the development of several 
new mining propositions, £5,000 on our new offices fn Bulawayo and Selukwe, 
and about £3,000 on the Surprise prior to its flotation. You will also note that 
4 further large sum has been written off against the original cost of the properties and 
outlay thereon, thus reducing the amount to £435,921, as against £495,145, and £624,663 
a8 shown at the end of 1898 and 1897 respectively. The amount of £550,9t4 under in- 
vestments and shares in subsidiary and other companies represents the cost price only 
of this company’s investments, the present value of which, even in these times of depres- 
00 consequent on the war in progress, is very much greater than the amount as shown, 
The amount £17,964 under batteries and machinery includes a full 10-stamp battery and 
Other machinery specially ordered for the Queen's, which is now ready for flotation. 
Of Course, this company will get back the cost of that on the flotation of the Queen's. 

wming to the profit and loss account, the item of £5,557 under expenses in 
-ondon includes a sum of £1,321 law charges for the pericd of five years since the forma- 
ton of the company. The amoun of £7,166 under managing director in South Africa 
se reserve set aside to provide fo the commutation of his percentage of profits under 
his original agreement. Against thi 4,278 shares in the Bonsor, Dunraven and North 
» Previously received by the m naging director under his old agreement, have 
returned by him to this company, on the cancellation of that agreement. The sum 

of £13,672 received by interest and dividends shows a very satisfactory 
merease on the receipts of £1,788 shown under this heading in the 
Profit and loss account of the previous year. I think I have now dealt with 
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all the points in the balance-sheet and profit and loss account that require notice. 
The new subsidiary companies formed during the year uader review were the Surprise, 
on the flotation of which this Company received 75,000 shares and £25,000 cash ; and 
the North Bonsor, on which the Bonsor Company received 159,0co shares. Out of this 
amount a bonus equal to ro per cent. on the whole capital of the latter was 
distributed, Willoughby’s therehy receiving 33,155 shares in the North Bonsor 
Company by virtue of its original Bonsor holding. This Company was also interested 
in the formation of the Grand Manica Development Company, receiving 12,913 shares 
out of a total issue of 62,000 on its formation. 


THE SURPRISE A SURPRISE. 


Now, as to the first of these—to take them in their order. The Surprise has far 
exceeded our expectations and now constitutes a real plum. Waile opinions throughout 
Rhodesia differ as to whether the Globe and Phcenix or the Surprise is the best mine in 
the country, so far discovered, the general opinion is that if the Globe and Phenix is 
the best, the Surprise is the second best. We believe that we have at last struck the 
well-known Phoenix Reef of the Globe and Phoenix, which it has always been believed 
runs through our property. It is also believed that if this is so it will be found to be 
even richer than the Globe and Phcenix portion, and if it runs continuously throughout 
the extent of our property for a length of about a mile anda half we have reasonable 
prospects of there being sufficient length of reef for two or three mines of high value to be 
formed. In addition to the above facts we have already developed in the course of prospec- 
ting for this reef between £70,090 and £80,000 worth of ore in other parts of the property, 

Mr. A. Weston Jarvis, who has just returned from the front, said: I have much 
pleasure in seconding the resolution which Sir J. Willoughby has proposed after such 
an exhaustive statement. I should now like to say a few words on the question of 
labour. It has been very difficult to get a continuous supply of labour of the right sort 
in Rhodesia, and one has been more or less in the hands of the natives, who have NO 
yet thoroughly understood the value of labour; so much so that the other day 
Mr. Rhodes arranged for a conference at Cape Town, at the instance of the principal 
mining companies on the Rand. That conference ‘was attended by representatives 
of all the large houses on the Rand, as well as of Rhodesia. There was one repre 
sentative from Matabeleland and one from Mashonaland, and I happened to be in 
Cape Town at the sitting of that conference. They came, I think, to a very wise con" 
clusion, and I am going to give it to you, as it has not, I believe, been made known in 
London at the present moment, and, in my opinion, it is a very good bull point for 
Rhodesian mines. The Johannesburg Labour Bureau has a very large organisation on 
the East Coast for the supply of natives, and they ask us not to form any organisation 
for Rhodesia in that district, in return for which they will give us 12} per cent. of all the 
labour from Portuguese territory. They get, it is anticipated, 80,000 natives per annum 
from that source, so that our share of 12} per cent. will come to about 10,000 natives for 
work in the Rhodesian mines. They are to deliver the natives to us at a place to be 
mutually agreed upon. 

The motion was then put and unanimously agreed to. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to Sir John Willoughby for his conduct in the chair, 
and proceedings then terminated. 


UPPER YANCTSE SYNDICATE, 
LIMITED. 


An extraordinary general meeting of the members of the Upper Yangtse Syndicate, 
Limited, was held on Thursday at the Cannon Street Hotel, E.C., for the purpose of 
considering and, if thought fit, passing the following resolutions: (1) ‘‘ That the 
Syndicate be wound up voluntarily, and that Edward Eltham Johnson, of 110 Cannon 
Street, E.C., be, and he is hereby, appointed liquidator of such winding up.” (2) “‘ That 
the draft agreement submitted to the meeting, made between the Syndicate of the one 
part and the Yangtse Valley Company, Limited, of the other part, be, and the same is 
hereby, approved, and that the said liquidator be, and he is hereby, directed, pursuant 
to Section 161 of the Companies Act, 1862, to enter into an agreement with the Yangtse 
Valley Company, Limited, the terms of the said draft, and to carry the same into 
effect, with such (if any) modifications as he may think fit to assent to.” Mr. George 
Cawston (chairman of the Syndicate) presided. 

The secretary (Mr. T. Gilbert) having read the notice convening the meeting, 

The Chairman said: As has already been stated in a circular which w sent out to 
the shareholders, the directors in the spring of this year made a working agreement with 
the board of the Yangtse Valley Syndicate, Limited, whose sphere of operations is prac- 
tically identical with that of this Syndicate, to share equally any business which either 
Syndicate might obtain. This arrangement has been beneficial to both Syndicates, as 
the Yangtse Valley Syndicate is in treaty for some very promising enterprises in South- 
East China, whilst the agents of this Syndicate have made considerable progress 
in negotiations for business in other parts of the country. It has therefore 
been decided by the boards of both Syndicates, and with the approval of 
he largest shareholders, that the Syndicates should combine. The capital of 
this Syndicate is £40,000, divided into 39,900 ordinary shares of £1 each and 2,000 
deferred shares of 1s. each, of which the whole of the deferred shares and 
25,000 ordinary shares have been subscribed, ss. per share being called up on the latter. 
The capital of the Yangtse Valley Syndicate is also £40,000, divided into 49,900 
ordinary shares of £1 each and 2,000 deferred shares of 1s. each. Of this capital the 
whole of the deferred shares have been subscribed, and 31,900 ordinary shares have been 
subscribed and paid up in full. 

In order to carry out the amalgamation, it is proposed to form a new company, to be 
called the Yangtse Valley Company, Limited, with a capital of £500,000, divided into 
100,000 priority shares of £1 each, 399,775 ordinary shares of £1 each, and 4,500 deferred 
shares of 1s. each, The priority shares will be entitled to receive out of the first profits 
of the company dividends amounting in all to 100 per cent. on the amount paid up 
thereon before any dividends are paid to the holders of the other two classes of shares. 
When such 100 per cent. has been paid, these priority shares will cease to be priority 
shares, and will rank as ordinary shares. The directors of the new Company will be the 
directors of the two syndicates, and, in addition, Mr. George Jamieson, C.M.G., a 
director of the Pekin Syndicate, Limited, and formerly Her Majesty's Consul-General 
and Commercial Attaché in Shanghai, has also consented to join the board. There is 
nothing else to which I wish to call the attentionof the shareholders, and I will move the 


first resolution. 
Mr. F. A. White seconded the motion. 
The motion was put by the Chairman and carried usanimously. 
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“ For Holiday Time.” 
“ Affords Capital Amusement.” 


Crown 8vo. cloth, 3s. 6d. 


PEOPLE YOU KNOW. 


BEING 


INTIMATE PORTRAITS 


OF SOME OF THE 


MEN AND WOMEN OF TO-DAY. 


Edited by PERCY A. HURD. 











The Portraits were drawn for the most part by intimate 
friends of the subjects. 


Among these subjects are— 


The KAISER. ABDUL HAMID. 

Lord SALISBURY. The Archbishop of CANTERBURY. 
Lord ROSEBERY. | Sir WILLIAM HARCOURT. 
JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN. | CECIL JOHN RHODES, 

HENRY ARTHUR JONES. | JOSEPH H. CHOATE. 

ELLEN TERRY. Lord LISTER. 

Sir JOHN TENNIEL. | T. P. O'CONNOR. 

LUGARD of AFRICA. JUSTIN McCARTHY. 


MEMORIES. 


W.. E. GLADSTONE. BURNE-JONES. The KHALIFA. 
“The article on Sir William Harcourt is remarkably good, as are several of the 
others in the volume, which is readable throughout.”—A theneum. 
** An interesting book.” —Pa// Mall Gazette. 
** In many ways affords capital amusement.”—Puddishers' Circular. 
“The title speaks for itself, and among the people we (ought to) know are the 
Kaiser, Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Chamberlain, the Queen-Regent of Spain, Lord Curzon of 
Kedleston, the Pope, Abdul Hamid, and Queen Wilhelmina. We should be delighted 
, to know all these people, and Mr. Hurd’s bodk does its best for us in giving us breezy 
little pieces of writing describing each subject from a friend's point of view. This 
cotlection of essays is as welcome as ‘ The Outlook’ itself." —S?. ¥ames's Gazette. 
“Clever sketches of public men........fresh and interes:ing to the general public.” 
Liverpool Mercury. 

**It should become popular not only with those who are anxious as to the lives of 
great men merely out of curiosity, but to writers and historians of our time ; and with all 
who take an interest in the study of human character in all its varied phases.” 

Morning Herald. 

** Pleasant enjoyment and diversion may be found in passing from portrait to portrait. 
Lord Salisbury and Lord Rosebery lead the way ; then come the Kaiser, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Mr. Rhodes, Mr. | mes ee Bay Lord Russell of Killowen, Ellen Terry, 
the Queen-Regent of Spain, Sir William Harcourt, Emile Zola, and more than a score 
of others as variously gifted as those mentioned.” —Scotsman. 

** On the whole the likenesses are remarkably true to life, the characteristic features 
being well caught by the artist."—Leeds Mercury. 

‘There is much that is really interesting in the book, especially concerning 
foreigners with whom we are not quite as familiar as with our own great men.”—Qxeen. 

“A really delightful bock. They are excellently well done. Not one contains a 
single page of dulness. The portraits are appreciative, as might have been expected, 
but still friendliness has not forbidden a good deal of candid criticism—of the just, not 
the venomous description, however. It is the best book we have met with for many a 
long day, and it deserves a big meed of success.” —Weekly Dispatch. 

P ey are personal in the sense that they deal very directly and familiarly with the 
subject, but without anything in the way of spite or ill-will. Very well done, and 
reveal the man in his habit as he lives.”—Sristol Mercury. 

“ Are certainly worthy of republication.” —County Gentleman. 

** There should be room for such a volume. There are thirty ‘portraits’ and three 
* memories,’ and there is a pleasant variety in the mode of treatment, as most of the 
portrai’s were written by different people.” — Daily Graphic. 

** Taken as a whole, the series is bright and informative to an unusual degree.” 

Review of the Week. 

‘* There are a number of very interesting foreign portraits, Leo XIII., Queen 
Wilhelmina, the Kaiser, the Queen Regent of Spain, and others, all exceedingly well 
written.” — Umpire (in Book of the Week). 

“ The book is in every way a highly interesting one, and I heartily recommend you 
to add it to your bookshelf.” — Whitehall Review. 

** One of the most delightful collections of personalities which has been published.” 

Examiner. 





BRISTOL: J. W. ARROWSMITH. 
LONDON: SIMPKIN, MARSHALL. 


THE FINER SPIRIT 


AND OTHER POEMS 6d. 
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| T. W. H. CROSLAND 


Author of “ Literary Parables.” 
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AUTOTYPE COMPANY 


74 NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C, 


PERMANENT PHOTOGRAPHIC REPRODUCTIONS 
OF FAMOUS WORKS OF ART BY THE 
AUTOTYPE (CARBON) PROCESS. 


RECENT ADDITION TO THE COMPANY'S WELL-KNOWN 


COLLECTIONS. 


Drawings by Holbein at Windsor Castle, 


By Gracious Permission of Her Majesty the Queen. A New Series of Re. 
productions of Twenty-eight of the Principal Drawings in this Renowned 
Collection. The Autotype Copies are made in every case to exact size of the 
Originals, and the Colour of the Drawings and Paper is imitated as closely 
as possible. The prices range from 4s. to 8s. each. 


The Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool. Auto. 


type Reproductions of Notable Works of Modern English Art from this 
Collection. The Series includes examples by Lord Leighton, Herkomer, 
Albert Moore, Calderon, Caton Woodville, Dendy Sadler, Henry Holiday, 
&c. The Autotypes measure about 23 inches longest line, and are published 
at ars. each, 


The Wallace Collection, Hertford House, 


Autotype Copies of about Forty of the most interesting Pictures in these 
Galleries. The Masters represented include Reynolds, Gainsborough, 
Romney, Boucher, Lancret, Fragonard, Greuze, Watteau, Meissonier, 
Decamps, Rembrandt, Vandyck, Wouverman, Hobbema, Vander Heyden, 
&e. 


The National Gallery of British Art (Tate 


Gallery). An extensive Series of Reproductions of Notable Pictures in 
this Popular Collection, embracing representative Works of Constable, 
Bonington, Landseer, Linnell, Mason, Stanfield, Walker, Watts, Rossetti, 
and others. 
Full Particulars of all Autotype Reproductions after Old and Modern Masters 
are given in 
THE AUTOTYPE FINE ART CATALOGUE. New 
Edition, with upwards of 100 Miniature Photographs of Notable Auto 
types, and 23 Tint-Block Illustrations. For convenience of reference the 
Publications are arranged alphabetically under Artists’ names. Post free, 1s, 
FRAMED AUTOTYPES possess distinctive Fine-Art character, and prove 
acceptable Presents, being eminently suitable for the adornment of the Hall, 
Library, Dining-room, Boudoir, Shooting-box, &c. 


A VISIT OF INSPECTION IS INVITED TO 
THE AUTOTYPE FINE-ART GALLERY, 
74 New Oxford Street, London, W.C. 























SPECIAL CHRISTMAS APPEAL. 


Charity @ Organisation 
- Society. - 





PATRON—THE QUEEN. 
President—Tuz ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 
Ch man—GeENERAL Lorp METHUEN. 


Treasurers—H. B. PRAED, Eso. _ G. J. MARJORIBANKS, Esa. 
G. T. PILCHER, Ese. 


Central Office: 15 Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C. 


THE MAIN OBJECT OF THE 
CHARITY ORGANISATION 





SOCIETY 


IMPROVEMENT of the CONDITION of the POOR: | 
This it endeavours to attain :— re! 


1. By bringing about co-operation between the Charities 
the Poor Law, and between Charitable persons and agencies of 
religious denominations amongst themselves. “ 

2. By spreading sound views on charitable work, and creating 
a class of almoners to carry them out. 

3. By securing due investigation and fitting action in all cases. 

4. By repressing mendicity. 





Contributions towards the work of the Society may_bé, 
sent to the Bankers, Messrs. Coutts & Co., 59 Strand; oF 
to the Secretary at the Central Office, 15 Buckingham 


Street, Strand, W.C. 
C. S. LOCH, Secretary. _ 
—————e 
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